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THE JOCATION OF THE CHURCH

I Cor. 1:26~7—

INTRODUCTION:

This'chaptgr begins uﬁﬂzr the church of God which is at Corinth. Have you

ever read the rhyme of The An

it one of the stran

section that the gld man represents the corpse of all the dead men rising up to

man the ship. Dead men pull the ropg. dead men steering, dead men spreading sails.
o

I thought it was a strange i%ga. But do you know, as({Charles Saurge?n paid, I have
1iygg:£95§gg_;g§£;£§23; I have gone into churches and there I have seen a dead man

in the Eglni;, a dead man as a Deaggn, a dead man hauling the : i e, and a
dead man sitting in the pev_to hear.

This is exactly something like Paul writing a 2 D let and he says in

that second verse that he is writing to the church of God. Egithof its faults

e

he still calls it the church of /E,cld. Because Jesus Christ suiE_gins G & contiﬂgg;*, S iy

and- in mind that it will always be God's church -- not yours, mnot mine. For we

shall pass on, others will take our place, and through the ages God's church remains.

How God plans purposes for his church best be served through us.

He describes his churgb_as(ééiii%gga)in Christ Jesus. It doesn't necessarily
mean they are holy but it means they are set apart - separated. In another place he

calls the Not that they have become saints, but believers are God's called

men and women set apart by Christ to sainthood. Taken up the purposes, the new manner

of life to whic . They are trusted with his work. We sends a

greeting to these people. He offers thanksgiving for them and he tells them there are

some things that he is glad of in the 5th Verse - looking back upon, that he is happy '

about.

He says if you are called unto a fellowship. Now this means that he
b A8 o — i = s : /
is speaking here of the church as a fellowship in Jesus\ Christ. That they are to take

part of it. I think Acts 2:44 says this more clearly. The disciples after(ééggggggi>
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"all things common'.... they were not just privileged people but they had all things

in common and they shared it as partners. I mean through partners - now a man_and

a wife may be in a partnership but they may be oft times running two separate establish-
5 his i tual interest, a mutual devotion, a mutual activity, and they
ments But this is a mE:::ﬂ TESts ot . UL

were working together for everyone's good. But we discover here that they had some

problems.

£5‘ ,That ye all speak the same thing, and there be ngﬂixéﬁieﬂs' Now

—

here inEVEréé.lo-and especially in Verse 11 tells the story, or the condition that

existed. There was some disorder that ought not to have been there. And these things

needed correcting and Paul was writing concerning this. Now Satan will divide and he

will conquor. His people will pay attention to him. Some of these people lived in

this pagan city and were following after the pagan pattern of life. And there were

: /
factions and the‘ new about it. §

(oW did it start? Well, the sresrest Fanrisia

ist. But they come up

doct;inasq—pnli8¥5§f:hHg-A_{_:12FP?_Egpquglygp have iP%theﬂfhPTCh_99m95“92w3r9224ﬁ§°mﬁ~
?“indivigp-f_ ~ some man or some woman who cannot harmonize and cannot be
content. You can be sure that the stack pole is not Jesus Christ. Paul savs look at

=
vourselves. You are a bgggg_gﬁ_;hiefgg, murders, adulters. He certainly was pretty

harsh on their si But they had been disrupting the.fellowship of Christ. They did
<__________—e——3f9 —

not have the libertv to do this. whole lot of things

in a meeting and then afterwards they will say, oh,\thi just a Baptist meeti;
they ignorethe fact that the-Neti Te. T democracy is not a freedom that we can exercise

without a }'n;,;__] f“ ﬁ__' “‘i,z There is a vast difference in a person stating his

personal views and expressing something that has a righteous tone to it., Much of this

can be credited to the’éef;l, not to Christ. Because when(?ﬂ?iéE)meigns in a man's

heart, his lips, his life, his whole attitude is going to bekz£ristlike. This is

declared. It has been é;;;;;EDthere are divisions within the fellowship. Ranglings
7

he calls them, They broke up into parties. Now he made an appeal in the 10th verse

and he said T beseech vou,

b i

I call your side to try to straighten out these things.
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fwas_the matterith-these.pegple. What caused these quarrels
P

and different views. They are wrong only becau they produce different results.

The reasons are given in th _3rd Chapterwg Verse 1.) Paul says I couldn't speak to

you as Spiritual but as unto carnal o babiles. There was the problem. Any Bible
P el N

student knows that the trouble anywhere, in any church is that of a carnal baby-like

spirit. And how many times have you observed this. Now Paul said some of them were

saying they belonged to this party or to that party. Paul said you are wrong. Christ

is not divided. Verse 13, Christ is the one vou are serving. CE;;inid not die forlggu

on a cross. No one else has been redeemed or baptized for you. And here you are

following(Billy Crahamdor someone else and you are divided among yourselves. The

foundation of this was human judgment.

ye see your callln brethren You know that the foolish things of

the world confound the wide2. The weak things of the world unfound the mighty. The

little things of the world confound the things that exist. And Paul proceeds to

remind these brethren that they have a calling. And that the('vocation Jof the church

is not for the purpose of rangling but for the purpose of three or four things. Tirst

=

of all, the church is to endure é%f??t;%ngzzond, she is to mfiggéig_gggghipl_ Third,
A e e

she is to foster Christian character and Fourth, she is to build the Kingdom of God.

“a new type of persecution is rising against the

churches of America and it has existed many times in the past as churches have under

civilized, legal, moral nation -- the

ST

gone persecution. Today in this most hi hly

highest in history, churches are the objects of an entirely different type of attack.

In fact there comes gii;ig%;m, ridicule, and verbal.chastisement, for not doing more
ﬂﬂff& Nussmies

redemptive work in the church and society. What strange creatures we human beings are.

P
For centuries we persecute a company of committed believers and those who have discovered
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ad resses to -- given today. pdethey rovide us with the pews of the inadeqyate church.
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“*f**'7f“;”; istics\indicating twat’there are all sorts of spirifua de line.
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We have
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fail.
have a thousand prophets who tell us that the church is going to

P TR Lt e,
st

ch displays ignorancy in history.

e e - S hurch has
To 1 re much in the church is history and there has been times when the chur
o bhe su :
ou cannot
been far from in nobling society, but you read the story of the wholeness and y

dignity.
find a single institution that has portrayed such a role in human freedom and dignity

dis the growth and concern of ,..th%...."ie,,ak and

To relieve suffering, the conquest of

ic - all of these
the helpless. The great art and literature, architecture, and pusic.-

R e TS

have come because of the church. You cannot tell the storgmg§mfﬂgwgpnpch:wi;hput

T R g P R P e o e

telling the influence of the church. We find that the church continues to move. That

o0l L8200 L only. 167 of the Beaudagion c .imed:agﬁ_ghugp affiliation.
éf tﬂé Am;;ié;n ﬁ;pulatioﬁ claimed meﬁberéﬁiﬁﬂiﬂJéé;é religious body.
We have more than 500 i eriodicals that are mailed out to hundreds of
thousands of people. There are at leasocial and civic agencies, that are
States that over 17 million Americans are involved imwelfare worl. A conservative

estimate would say thalese people were at least church members. So it is

impossible for us to regard less how small the statistics may show, to evaluate the

directly supported by the church and religious groups. 1In fact,

results of the church reaching out. The church must silently go on about its job,

knowing that it cannot fall to the critics of the world. Because the

young women conquor tem tation. It has helped young men retain. thei

e T e S e

has helped politicians to fearlessly voice their convictions. It has made its print

e e e vin mf«r--‘-w:-ﬁ-._;_,—v;‘,-.s_:;.?aﬂ

upon their lives, And the church continues her influence. As we think about the

directly influenced by the church and its teachings. The critics of the church would

shich have decided enother man's fate has been

7~f our land. Ualf of eve
-

imply that the church must speak louder. But the church is active, marching and moving

quietly in her way. The church is not a policeman, It cannot be involved in the forces

everywhere at the exact time, - i i
€. The(message)ig basically the Same. The Sc;igture, And

The chureh nMust endure all of hep

11 realize they must personally




=5
do something about it. In fact the church is in the business not to create a new

society or a new social order, but to create the creators, who will make the new

society and the new order.

' }'one:of the vocations of

the church is to maintain wo ship. Because this, Paul knew that these brethren had
e

been called together in God and this was a noble exercise. To express their worship
— —=
and their fulfillment and realization was fellowship with him.

Tor we know that th@s this.

Hence the church's supreme roll and vocation is to make pro@ision

Man's chief end is to

.to enjoy him forever.

for that chief end of man. So that man Ly ) ) L rouen ear can come

at exact intervals. And when the church sounds a call to worship, then this is a point

which the members should be faithful and welcome the call. If you read outside the
- - - d ;

Because that man had never been

universal. Love to God whose house it is, can make the humblest material structure
a home of the spirit. If everyone had Bunyans attitude toward the church we would not
need a message even of this type on the focation of the church because he was quite

honest, that the church was important. Because it was kaelationship to CGod with him,
i

__.a group of pe0ple‘2jjsfiven themselves to the church Uhat is our place with Christ
¢ NG, Al T T S .

to do Jgth the organlzatlo
Afibv4q/ _b¥ el P fQ¢Q7"é f‘ ‘"

ou are a Christlan you belong to Christ.” Paul says Here. VAL
s

Em@ocs that v

’

You are mot your own. It is a settled issue. The issue of church membership when you

accepted Christ as Lord for you ék?miseq)to follow and obey him, Christ is the example
7 / —
for every Christian and he expects us to follow his example. John 13:15. A regular

member participates in this. Christ loved the church and gave himself for it. Eph. 5:25

‘ us to ridicule, reject, and neglect the church is certainly@ Christ

founded the church upon himself. Verse 30, Do we dare to destroy that which the Master
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built. Did Christ make™

Therefore the location of YMJ;\
the ch h is to endure cri : e

cs ®F8 maintaln wc ' .

tasks of the chu , that human nature can be changed. Ilere again the church is
P

unicue. In sharing by all other society in the world today. Of course there are

many who stand on the outside of the church. But the very survival of society as

we know it is the spirit in man that is called conversion, the new bifth regeueratlon.

—
That it is something that God does in response to the individual. The roll of the

church is to publish the good news of the power and the readiness of God, to change

human men and women. And this is the roll of the church - the vocation of the church.

To set men right Godwards. To set men right towards his fellow men. And to set men

right as an individual. These beli%,e s of the chur ? werircalled saénts The term
4 i y (]

4
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Your life,

Once in ‘a Whlle a man todav will say,
—
—

your feg;ly, your school your ?EEB, your coé;’glty, your Eigign, your world all demands

I don t want to get involved

and receives 1nvolvement. Not only that, but a lot of your hobbjes, your friends, your
entertainment, your sport, the question is not one of involvement but one of value.
With which quality of activity do you wish to be associated with. Will you waste your

time on selfish unproductive invelvement.

Who's time are you using. Yours or God's. Who gives you the
1ife and breath. Jesus asked what has a man profited if he should gain the whole world

and lose his soul. The question is not how much time you have, For we all have 24

hours a day. The question is hbw well we spend that time.

Others will sale know not how long T w111 be he;57 Well, none of us do. Ve

don't know exactly how long we will live. The very uncertainty of time makes it imperative

—

that you place your membership in a local church and go to work. Make your life count
for Chgiggtgyile you are here. What you will do while you are here is the thing that

is interesting. And God is interested in.
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There areftoo manv. lypac ites ip the church,l of course there are. And this §£iggg§

everyone. But the percentage of hypocrites in the church will always be far less than
those in any other kind of group. How many or aniza have vou refused to join
/

because of this childish exeuSe. It is just like complaining about 3 h-~Pital having
{ [ [ | 4 / &7 p
L Sal] s+ FTC Dt A arsy Who b N
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it e ha to, be honest, do we really b ve th t God wan?ﬂtzi to delay or
dr»w%,fm i Whsrizg. rihh Yocks -

stay out all together. Whatsoever you do, do all for the e¢lory of God., When you leave

out the church, then you leave off your duty to Christ. (ﬁg%gjaffect will your staying

—_—

out of church have upon vour family, and upon your friends. What effect will it have
=

upon the lost people that you know., !Will)it help them to repent, What effect will it

have upon your own spiritual life. Are you growing, by your present coarse. Are you
praying and studying the Bible, winning souls to Christ, laying up treasures in Heaven.
Would you have moved here if this had been a churchless community. If not, could the
church survive if everyone took your attitude.

I read of ho was a member of a church. She was old and very deaf. And
A _5__,_1 e e ————y

her eyes were bad. dﬁut she always was in the church services. On Satyrdaz she was

4
given the Church B;gletin and she looks up and read the hvmn; and the Scripture lesson.
- ——— —— e

e
One day she’ﬁgﬁérked, that all she got out of the services and received from the Bulletin

and I to her what a fine thing it is that she comes. (She)replied, well, you know the

Psalmists said the Lord is in his holy temple. And T come here tomgiizwfzimfor%)

I come back to what Paul said. They first gave Christ first place in their life.

Surely they gave it the rightful place. Seek ye first the Kingdom of God and his right-
i

eousness, and all these things - food, the simple necessities of life, and all that is

necessary to make Christ's church victorious in this earth. And of course many answers
would come, Never one times does God in his book place the emphasis on numbers. WNever

one time but on quality. If you want to know how to count - he wants to know how much

you weight. Whanég;;EDgot in serious trouble having his men take a census of_the people

throughout the Kingdom, they went up and down the land for months counting the heads of

—_—— .

people. And while they did so, they took their thoughts and eyes away from God and the

outcome of their census taking was their downfall, and defeat. And they lost out tempor-

arily. So here is a warning. That one soul living at the highest and best means more to
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the Kingdom of God than a vast Army living inconsistently and unworthy lives.

These Christians whom Paul praised set the pace for us when they gave the Lord's

cause first place in their lives. And it wasprimarily their money because he tells
7

us the cattle on a thousand hills are mine. The silver and gold are all mine. If T

want it and need it, I can come after it. He warns us about the perils that can be in

money. IHe reminds us that the love of money is the root of every kind of evil. And that

we are to watch against this.;f _;)'s_the supreme need of the church today |- anywhere
and everywhere. It is that we give Christ tgﬁ prlmary place in our lives. The first
=

place! Then Paul says, whatsoever you eat or you drink, or whatsoever you do, do all
for the glory of God. Whether you go to the shop, to the farm, to the bank, to the
—7 i =i
store, to the doctor's office, the law office, or school - your first appointed task is
e e

to give him the glory. And this is the thing that made the great shoe marms, Mr, Brown,
in St. Louis - great power with men in the world and in the church. He had a motto on
his desk — a little cardboard. Six words. God first, Family second, Shoes third. And

that is exactly the right way for us to live. Put God first. If a man doesn't love me

more than he loves Father or Mother says Jesus - he cannot be my disciple. (God

and then family. God before family. God the maker, the creator. He is to be first.
= -

The shoe business was third. And this is the way to make the greatest contribution.

The often quoted of a

churches and was converted. He wanted” to do God's will and he sought out the Preacher

o S DS ——

']~ who went into one of the

and he was about %g_years of agggﬁwhen he was baptized. And soon the Preacher preached

?p‘
on the gre@&,g;ﬂg&amqoéachﬁggt and his church. The business of people carrying the

good news around the world. E@e ought to go into the world and preach the gospel to

¥

every creature. And we must pav»xhe prlce to g0. The boy heard this message. le never

— e RS,

Je are to go in person. Or if we can't go in
- T

person, we can send men and women to go. We are’ to support them and maintain them. The

had heard anything like it in his life%

ney for Foreign Missions. And when

iy g

Preacher made a powerful appeal for people tc

they brought the baskets around for the foreign mission offering, the little boy was
e

concerned. THe didn't have any money to give. And when the officer passed by him, he

said, put the basket lower., and lower. And finally he put it on_the floor. And to
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humor the little boy the officer put the basket on the floor and he stepped into it
and said, I give myself. I have no money to give. And that's the heart of it. T give
myself. These early Christians gave themselves. They gave themselves that the mighty

7z
Preachers of all the ages., The incomparable Paul takes time and space to describe how

— == - .k
members who died for Christ. These people had been won by a missionary. The barbariang
% ~
came along and sought to do away #ith the entire church. And they told the people, you
step on this metal which has on it the cross of Christ, you must tramgle it under foot

to show your contenP for Chrisp{aﬂﬂfthe cross, And if you will do this, your head will

your shoulders. Every member of the church died rather than deny
s =

Christ. They came to pne boy,jwho was a small boy, and they thought here was a little

53355_;gg; - just a tiny4épaf5. Ad they said to the boy, you are a little fellow, we

don't want to kill you. Just step on it one time and we will let you go free. He lifted
4
his eyes and with a great sob, Lord Jesus, you died for me - I am willing to die for you.

Y 1 =

= _— A /
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And he said to the men, chop my head off, I am not going to deny Christ, And they

chopped off his head.

@ appened in the community for 500 miles — when you talk about Christ, their
:- S =
faces are serious. Then they say "yes" - he had some friends back there who were

devoted and who loved him so that the last one of them layed down his life for Christ.

—

The blood of those Christian martyrs, became the seed of the Kingdom of God over a wide

area of inland China. We are told why the early Christians triumphed - they over came
Satan by the blood of the lamb and by the word of their testimony. And they loved not
their lives even unto death.

That is the vocation of the church, Men must be willing to pay the price. For
many year prec‘rifad to t\h%on the plaines.

the subject your _own — y

One day, he preached on

th a price.f When the service was

over a cattle men, perhaps who owned 20 ad of cattle and a great ranch told him
RN T : it
that he would like to talk with him just before lunch. And so, he said they took a walk

about 1/4 of a mile distant from the camp. And when they got to their destination, he
St
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said he could tell this man had something serious. I want you to pray for me. Now

what do you want to dedicate. I want to dedicate mz ranch - I know much about

Christianity. You have taught me since coming here. But I have faced the situation

-

today. You are right. We beliaﬁ i¥ Christ. He created us. He died for us. And

you kneel dowp here and tell him that I want to dedicate my ranch to him for the glory

of God. And all of my energy and all my devotion that I shall give to him. And when

you are through, you wait a minute and let me pray, if I can. I have something I want
to tell him. Dr. Truitt said I

willing to give his life. And the oirancher said, yes, master. He called .

I mean what_the Preacher_savs and he says I have learned thls. And Dr. Truitt

gan _to sob and he said from this time oni T am

But master, he said, I want to give you omne

ive Wild boy. His Mother and

I.have lost-control of'hlm,.“And heuls wild Take him and for the lory of your greatness
Ce SOUS § 2

v&’ e
- save my boy and let him counsel the glory of God. Now this was his prayer. They walked

/
back to the camp and there was silence at night time. /' The sounded again, and

"l

{ .
they had a service called and the Preacher had been preach ng about 15 minutes and there

was a commotion on the out skirts of the throng of people, fa young man some 21 or 22
years of age was standing in the rear. He was under dee strong emotion, tears wire

then he started down the aisle, leading to the platform.

running down his cheeks

In'Splte of the commotion of his movement, Dr. Truitt said he thought he was coming

to say something to me and he came all the way down the aisle and turned to one side
i S

toward a EOSt which was leaning. And he came to the same man he had prayed with that

noonday. Hundreds of people were there but the young man was within 25 or 30 feet of

ﬁaddi, 1

gas fiﬁished hii iﬁiﬁoil T have made my surrender to Jesuig" What did the sermon matter

anyway. There was joy in the Father's heart and in the hearts of the people and among

n't t preacher

his father, called out so that all heard him say

the angels of Heaven.

This is what men must do. They must -1ve7Chrlst the prima place in their
- - =53 - e W -
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lives. The Tirst place. e rightful place; How much are we'g01ng to give of ourselves
-’;‘:—-"‘— /
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to Christ. Here is the church, family,
: (

: and here is a great opportunity for you to
: -

become involved in the Wocation of your church and to servef'”,‘i

seotlang had a wonderful idea when he said,II said let me wélg in ;he fields. jﬁ;
sai, o, walk in the town. w there are no flowers there. Hﬁﬁid, no flowers
but a crown. . L said but the sky is hlack - there is nothing but noise and dim. And

he wept as he sent me back, there is more he said, there is sin, I said but the air

is thick and fogs are veiling the sun. And he said, but hearts are sick and souls

in the dark undone. _I iﬁiﬁ T shall miss the light and friends will miss me they say.

But he said, choose tonight, if I am to miss you or they. Ilileaded for time to be

pr—

given me, he said, is it hard to decide. It will not seem hard in Heaven pg_have

followed the steps of your guide. Then I cast one look at the field and set my face

to the town. Ille said, my child, do vou yield, will you leave the flowers for the

crown. Then unto his hand went mine. And into my heart came he. And I walked in a
!
light divine. The path I have feared to see,

I submit to you, this is glorious and beautiful. That if we give ourselves to

the Wocation of the church without hesitation and with a whole-hearted purpose, that
/

Christ will have our will, our lovalty, our love, our lives. Then it will be love so

amazing, so divine, demands my soul, my life, my all.
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