~

to satisfy. This was a dramatic scene,

3 about the afflicted

man but His gvery }rese'ncé Véttracted the eye of Jesus who

could WMMMML

These Qoﬁ bearddd!)_xxgocritea out of sympathy not for the

poor fellow but for their own laws. You notice that they man
does not say a thinge e doms not say a word but yet he

is in the public gaze,

I like what Jesus said to thesw

He burns thew up with @o questions,” Is it lawful to do. good,

or to do evil on the Sabbath day?. <s it lawful to save

life or to k&ll? What could they say? Nothing and they

haven't said anything yet. And they keep on holding their
peace and we marvel at the scene,

en men_ ey are always interested

in trifles or triv[iag _things. When men know God they know

that the bassion of his heart is ever full of understanding

he may eat) of the SM
and the preists are warented in doing nothing on the Sabbath

mercy. Lf(Davidibe hu
but this is an illustration of God im mercy of which the
rulers were ignorant, He was interpreting His kordwhip of the
Jesus knew thei and He

ken he.

Sabbath by what He did.

knew that they were whispering amogg themselves,

puts the question to them. Is it lawful to do good or evil?

e AT S R

* Wme wilu LelU liallil
— VY /B

! ol B

(4

INTRODUC Tl:oth

Mark 3:1-7

We come to thelaccount of this incident where
the d:Lao:LpI.bl were in gonnecbd
of corn on the Sabbath day and th-@nmmw
as to it place cmcerning'mrk of necessity and mergy .

the Saviourwas, He was in the gynagogue, the
publie

@ of worship, the house of, prayer and when Jesus
is present there is sure to be interest, He loved to fre-
quent the house of prayer., Do you love to frequent God's

house of worship? If not you must be a stranger to Jesus,

I. Traé tion

It is very interesting to note about this incident here

that Matthew 12:9~1l tells us about and_Luke636é-1l, They

tell us about the time and the place the time being the

Sabbath, the place being the synaguogue )ﬂ%gives us
some of the details. about ﬁis man, and his ent, He
describes this man's hand as being tmg;gg) hand that is

withered or wasting abay.

The arm is small and useless loose

It has lost it power and finally it is like a dead g
o Sy . 7 Pa— 3:'7“‘-— e * i

The note I would like to point out here is that tradi-

tion says that this man was g{_br}cklager Jwho had come to

our Lord and besought Him for a cure that he might be ablé
Disabled as he

f1.2§ho

thing. ,

+n wanl Par e hrasd and nt have to hag.



r g n
was he was found in the place ot public worship on the Sabbnh‘[ They evidently

day and got a hbessing there. Nm if we think about what

tradition has to say we might use ourSimaginationn

Suppose this man had been_gm)md he had been a
right-handed man and that hand had been paralyzed and began

towither away., We can imagine how. helpless he was to provide
a living for his .gm;g' and therefor. we do not know, this

-

man-might have been a, bricklayer s he might have been a

carpenter.or if he had been a worker in an office and used

Muith his right hand, he would have been at a loss

to keep his job, to do the things. that were necessary.

i Tillos,

When we come to thinic about the trifles we think of the

- e ey

group, the Ph s Who were there in order they aid a

QM‘ ‘hey took prompt notice of His presmce
and the Bible said, Wthe Lord., Ever since the

day when Jesus had said tO/tzle/gick of the palasy, Ixsmmt

'I'héy sins are gm /fe’njthaa s they sought an occasion that they

might get something against him, .

They were always seeking toget a ‘ﬁgn accusatigna Some-

thing they could bring up in the ways of rules of keeping the
Sabbath or they could in the way of tradition. Yyu remember
v

acc;rding to the rules on the Sabbath day nothing of a medical |

kind could be done except in very extreme cases.

because it was His ¢

might find them and there was

with any sort of d e .that they o

not have overlocked this man because he had a

a paralyzed hand gnd ard and it was noﬁmm ow

this was the thing thet they were watching,

Now they were looking ..L.,_. nterest. the s, |

do (eomethigg E°°da they were not interested in that. In

second place they were con !«Wi;"
aXTTicted or suffering ones, w0k ot
" ine é%gid‘ rules iof their party was for keeping the
Sabba th a.mi cended the importante of any other oondiw
ation. I wonder if you could just see thiwﬂ;m vy
prejudice a d h_f_i‘;&. miliciously looking for the evidence

upon which to accuse Jesus, It.isn't any wonder that men toe

day nave little respect for these self-pious, self-righteous
hypocritigal people.

This (gang)say Jesus go again in to the synagogue into

which 'they kmew a man had gone whose hand had become gw

This man perhaps becasue of some accidngt or some d}_&o
had this afflict ‘
a afflictions

They ared noth L

man, They seemed to knew that Jemus had the power to heal,
So one by one they filed in with their inhymam curisouty




~

because he would hot have been allowed to enter in that con-

dition in certain parts of the temple, but he found a place
here to worship in the synagoguee
Perhaps he had been aregular attendant, going quietly

from Sabbath to Sabbath therefore a regular worshipper.

It is evédgnt that‘he was knoymé fhat therulers knew about
this man, the Pharisees knew about him, <t is quite evident
that they knew this man's condition ahead of time. ‘

And we know that this m@_&;w if we
could just use your imagination and see that he oould.not

" @xtend his fmgers amd they could not grasp anything. He ocould

not put his hand to a plew. He could not take hold of the

tools of aﬂga;ggm or a bricklayer, .
And kkesd this man had evidently they were not hostile

against the man with the withered hand but they did@pgn.h

Jesus to show _him some concern)and so they occupied the chief

seats in the synagogue,.

Here was a man who was ieverlyééndicagg.!He could

think, of alot of things that he wahbed to do but his hand

was withered and he could not translate his thoughts into deeds

and work.

. I have met a lot 66 ppole with this very /Same handicapﬁﬁ
N

They had dreangq and they hwm somehow they

never secem to be able.tpo carry out t.heir dreams. The man was

L ——

2
To save hife or destroy it? &re_is_@m_g)_mmeho
has come or who has today enter into the synagogue in my-
presence, Ly attention is alse yours and your eyes have been

fixed uwpon this case and you say this is a wuestion of work.

,But I will convimea you in your own consciences that it is

not a thing which may be lawfuikly be let alone, (I‘) this poor
man o be. dismissed unhealed when the word can heal, Am I do

do evil or &m I to do good?

1t might be a good question for some Christians today?
Are we to do evil or godd on.the Sabbath dgy? Are wee seeking

to save life or to destroy it on the Babbath day?

In a story Matt, 11:11-P2 Jesus talks to them, if it had

been your own property what would you have done? Usgd, a(shee

that is fallen into the pit off the Sabbath day, How then
much more is it better if a man than a sheer. He.is their

shepherd. They may hold one another, cheap and valueless but

they have an immortal work in His eyes. A man is better than

the sheep. Now this is really(e%ementag teaching.ZIt might

be needful for these blind Pharisees of old to be told so.

les, Wb know better but to do better is the thing,

Tthere are people today who do not place a great deal of

Q‘aul gon magand upon individuals and laborers today may not

be as wel__l_klmed_as_the_maaj;QLS_or an well housed as the ani-

A man hetter than a sheep.

madls that share in their labor.



e}
So the question is properly pute The objectors. held their
peace. *hey were silent.

The a themselves and Jesus looked

among them, His searching glance ran the whole comparny to see

what was going on in their hearts and here was holy resentment,

anger in the hearts of Jesus because of the blindness of these

people. Going form one to another there was anger. Nowhere

we- observe,
And this gpompwho were given to thinking about trifles,

wore filled with madness and with rage at their defeat that

“e was breaking treir traditional rules and fhere was the fall
of their authority and already they were thinking 8f these

early days about putting Him to death,

This man had a

III. Thl%i gbout This “E
are we told hot to hate the Dewil and the Devil never had more : " @ﬁiiﬂﬂ !disability. A man who had a hand
Pr———

energetic representatives ammt than these Pharisees and we need
sane honest hatred of wrong today, And Jesus manifested Bis

hatred of this wrong.

J réivdd n His heart becasue of the(nardnng

of their hearts) Jesus EMMM |

Those who watched to accuse this class never ceases out 6f the

house of God. “here are always the fauli-finders and these
&_\‘ -

[

people have withered hearts and Jesus said, Is it good for me |

to do when I can do so and to save when you might ka&ll and

these accusors were speechless and I wonder sometimes if we
are among those vho are just religious in form, j
And when Jesus was here dealing with this man there was

1
{
the disease, there was(no prep_arat.iongnﬁ the f
1

Lourc, there was.@é touch:.gg\even of the withered limb, There . |
was no outward act of healing at all, HWM J

the .man, Stretch out thine hand,and the miracle took place,
e ————

no e

withered, It wes easily the result of an @_ggm or a contract
1 disabili
’t was undoubtedly a@gf_mm%, ty

resulting from some breaking of the law in some way at some

time. A1l that may have had a bearing on this stony., Of course

ieas

there is no reference here to these facts but we may deduct
e —

such and we see that thework of our Lord, the g‘foat Physician
that evepy parable of Jesus was a miralce of "wisdom and every

miracdd was a parable for teaching,

Our Lord's attitude, He c:w”--__-

and spirit, He neveyac/gonized our division of life into the

——

secular and sacf&i‘ All the things which we call secular
— ey

when He touched them and dealt with them and he demlt with
physical disability here and He deals with moral and spiritual

éhings in the same way.

There are acfew thing that are revealed about this man.
fo wae wanxl/found here in the synagogue)which was really urusual



Ve 'h'aiio Igbilitil

“Our first reaction as we listen we will be conscious of

the man's inability to do what he is told. To gtretch forth

his hand had probabg.x been the des
years, He perhaps had made mma.,muaz@gg he hldw

his hand, He had probably freated) his hand in some special
; e A,

way.but he did feel the life forces of his body passing through
those fiqgg“_;—__ca_and that hand, This was an impossible thing.
Because it was impossible the command we would have said,

was unreasonable,

There would have been impatience among us had we been

there. Vevertheless it is good for us toface this matter and

to use our imagination as we look into the face of Jesus we

Wﬂmmwbwa“se Jesus comnands ite

He was fnot there) to reveal the man's disability but otsave

him apd to put an(end to ite Behind the person of Jesps there

is the power of Gode ‘e commands. him to stand forth and to
stretch for his hand and this command came from the mercy of
God which these critics were :Lgnorant.of and perhaps they

were arguing that this is an impossibility, this is unreasonable

mess, this is impossibles | ,

VIi True Sgi:ritual Exﬁerience

Now when we 1ift this whobe story and put it in tho

' more but he just kept putting it off and he cemddi't quite

Knn’lm 0 TR MUY | +un'l‘wn amen sl wmans tha fontes $hae bhrist J

&

telling me recently that for years he had wnated to bLecome
active in the work of the chureh and make his life count for

make the step. He has WWMM. H
I've talked with many people who have @gg@a—

and I have never talked to very few of them but tiey waowocks
weren't quick to say that it was hurting their livesg, they

wanted to give it wp but so often their hands are withered

and they can't guit carry out their good thoughts.

I have heard people talk about ’l‘hey

have been :alking about it for years and they have been thinki

about it, they want to tithe but their hand is withered and

they have never actually gotten around to tithing. lhere are
many who maj':e a pass at it some sort of an effort but they neve
truly come to the place where they will put their tithe into

the church, God's $torehouse to beused for His glory.

To Q@e extent)all of us are afflicted with a handicap ed

of the wit We have so many good things in mind that

we never put them in deeds. We never do them. At ,
+ heard a_friend say that he had known for a long time this

man who died and he heard about him being sick, he intended

to_visit him but he kept putting it off and now the man is
dead and it is ; '

( If wishes were horses.- uld ride, someboii




Ix. mie the L&;rd Sgoke

e\
has said, Mﬂ.ﬂr_ﬁh&m. He fireamed about it ‘

first, %son! thought about eleetricity for a long time and 1

all great actions begin in our minds,

Your (own mind), you see how many good things .that you
N 7
think about which you have thought about doing.

You havent
had the right opportunjty yet or youf think you lack the ability

or you believe you haven't had enough tréining or you haven't

had the tmme or you don't feel like it all of these excuses

iy e - e

are just other names for the withered hand,

Let us not forget these Garo things)—Tia man was (dig-
abled!and second he was :‘LM worship. He was where

he could find Jesus, Now Jesus spoke to him twice. He gave

him two commands,

Stand forth, fluite literally mcans to arise into the
T Ty
L!—-—J..u....__,__

midst. Evidentlly the man was sgalgd somewhere in the syna- *

gogue and the Loz;d first called for his am his obser=

vation, and he commamded him to stande Our Lord(separatea

this man from the crowd. The man immediately obeyed and here

so often we are haunted by things. Christ calls us and the

fact remains that our Lord brought him to a place of Y_i;g}bility

in order that what was about to take place might be seen by

all, And Jesus commands today that a man come out on his
b? s

aide and

ronnfeas H

Now this is equal to our givingﬂMfoz; a

man to step out and walk this aisle and come and stand here

before the people and sepa_nato hingelf from among the crowd.

That he is opening his heart for the blessings of Christ.
This would be very pleasant exercise for this man to

stand at the cammand of Jesus and we notice here that he

did pot) gonceal his ne He did not desire to conceal it.

“e that covereth his sin shall not.prosper, You cannot be

in a fit state to be saved so long as you are ashamed to
confess your need, Jesus could have cured this man as easily

as standing. He bould have allowed this man to remain in his

seat in the midst of the crowd just as easily but He commands

him to stand forth,

thy hand, stretch forth thy hand., “‘his is a breif and diffinit

command. Xt may be rendered literally, Extent thy/ hand,

1t reveals the fact that our

And it is full of suggestion.

Lord

and helg;ess. If we plaée ourselfes and imagination in that
symagogue, we shall the better understénd the thing that
happened, Let us imagine that we are among the namber of those
attending the symagogue and that we know the man and we have

see theis man quite often and we listen to these two statements

from Jesus.



., To receive the benefits that Christf is waiting to bestow

there must first be a consciousness of needs.

Second, there must be a will and ngdetorlimtion to 'b'boyaf

However mpbs’si‘llﬂ_ii_w and yes, I can do all things

through Christ that s ' hngf&lec tric cak)

operate without that overhead contact with the \[1,_1_',0. And

we look at that car standing perfectly still in the dark but

when that to.lley wire is connected to the car then we see the

_\
And we look at this man

lights and the motion of that car.
and we see presently his arm movg;‘-his hand mbv_e, and there is

power and there is movemente

Christ is God is all the power you need/ to move and to

remove moral and spiritual disabilities.
The trouble with us has been so often .that we have
hestitated and failed to obey that they wor'dlof command -the

wordd which calls for complete abandonment and obedience, Hmxex

Dare we, to say in the (presence of Christ; I can't do hhis th

Oh but would we Smn& »

venture,
L R i You to Acte

Now Jesus 'said, rise up stand ior,‘_hha The courage of

faith and second command was to st.rpe‘tgl;l,forth, thine hand,.

Py & W Wy & % S, TRV IR A i &
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Always brings mec{fage.to, face il the inoossible) fe lays

upon them a command that in their own strength they cannot
Obeyo ) .
! We sec further theWmm Because

he is nwu the very power bthat is necessary
for obedience, Let th way and the unrggh-

Jeous his thoughts and w, . g

If any man will come after me, let hmw;t

is where Christian experience always begins., If men are en-
deavoring to become Christians by cultivating pleasaat ideas

which are involved in the Christian message they have not

hegun to, know Cpristianity really is.
face our disability,

: éliver Wendell HolmesJsaid, liany people die with their

music still in them, Well, to some extent this is true also

for use We have abilities to do many things. and we never

actually do thems

)FE.‘L- We need the power of religious faith.

BT esus (fiet_in churcﬁ that day a man with a withered hand

He told him to stand forth., He war;ﬁed his qull attention)
e _wan LB

Streteh forth thine hand, Y esus did not, talk about(how.bad ).

it was or what it was to have a withered hand, He did not

ask fhe.,ggn how iong it had been witheregl He did not ask
-< — { ,ﬁ




him @x it was withg_ggg), He just said, Stretch forth, And

Jesus did not pass away a whole lot of time #n talking to th is
mane .

And we have witnessed that the man was incapable of actit;n

And (any_times he had wanted to use that hand
but he coulgnm_'g;)ﬁis w&ll power was not strong enough to over-

come the weakness of his body,

by himselfc

We make a lot of resolutions
but we, fail to keep them, .

An @@fcolored. mg-;&x was trying to get a balky mule to
move, “ithout succesg; Somebody said, Uncle, why don't you_
I donéf tried

try your will power on that mule, He replied,

n
it but it won't do mo good. Hels-usimg-his{Won!t)power,..

13, ther e is both will power and won't

power, We have a high desire that it is no use to try to and
if we say I will but our minds shout back at us and says, You
can't or you won't, Your won't power is siinply will power in

reverse,

When I think abo man who had will

power to deliver the.children of Isreal and he W s
Egyptian one day and he thought he was going to set them free
but he mxs saw and realized the task was hopeless and his

haﬂd was withered and he went off jinto. the country and day

after day watche dthe sheep, Well, he Q ntendad ég do_something

=

abax t it some time but time slipped by. The days and the months

10
and finally LO years had gone by and God had to take a hand,
e Al
God first had togmt Moses attention with the burning bush,
the fire that did not consume the bush,

God may do many things to(gel .our attentionlupd mina.

To give us a change to do somethirg. Uod spoke telling him

—

tog o and lead the people but said, I do
power_a nd@aid, well, I am going-te-give-you.that power,
———

And He helped him to overcome armies and obstacles,

This man obeyed God rather than men, Now he doubtless

knew what was going on in this meeting. This nan was_doubthess

awa f the Pharisees and he kenw that they
were watching Jeuss to accuse Him of healing on the.-Sabbath

day. But He was ready to obey God and when the heart responds

to the guidance of the spirit it is quick to discern what

Christi wants to doe

When we summarise this spiritually this map was conscious

+ of his need and never more sofl than on this Sabbath day,

We see that this man launched out on aé‘m,_ of faithz

and trust in response and ef deeds.

We see that he immediately found salvation, It was not

——

a case of waiting to obey until there was a conscio:!sness of

healin;, We see these spiritual falues here,
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thing some time and we'll never.get around to doing it. ‘émwmﬁmﬂu His hand was withered. He could
\

Our hands are withered, fis power can make us what we ought to | not do this thing that he was Bid to do.

b ; / . ¥ou say, I have no(spiritual ability,\I cannot repent.. -
Now remember as we think that it is time for you to act I cannot believed 1 can "—‘Ew Christs And yet the divine

there ﬂ@w keep in mind, about this whole thing., | §ommand is repent. Beglieve, come unto me and live,

/\@,ﬂ_l, the man was restore, hiis hand m You ought to come but Cod never bids you to come but what
Nothing is impossible wit Gods When this man stood forth H¢' gives strength for the decis Suppose this
e em— X

and if you will meke the fullest most hopest confeasiunv for , man had said, I cannot do this thing, It is my disease that
your sins, you may Cu_d_‘-_fel;l,_gxpecnb;iprgj.y_gn_ggh Adam put 1l cannot move as many times as individuals lﬁy about some

forth his hand and took forbidden fruit and immediately his sinful habit they poss.es. 1 mu._my,o R 5
spiritual hand was withered and all his sons were born with a cannot give it upes But who was the s rg - This was no common

.wi-t;hered hands They ban deceive nothing unless it be givén of passerby., This was Jesus. And who is the speaker who says

God and God wants to heal you and save you. ; todaymm me and be ye -savedélwo me and rest.
= o ' ‘ @g@m A single-one of us say I cannot. If Wt
ing to remember is that Jesus withdrew him- -

vl . were only the advise of a preacher or some fitend then you
s'_elf from thl_shcritical _group of people, There are three

’ ‘ - migit have answered the presoriptiion and say I camot believe
classes of people from who Jesus withdraws himself, Q:irsg

this,
the fa

We see that cleaily 1n this stgL Peo;»le : |
Use your imagination, Look at this man with his hand

/ nﬁ/de_:_’ﬂ%;) Suppose xlak now that he has been healed and goes

home feeling wonderfull but he says I feel the power_going .

who are always crltlclzlng and knocking and finding fault Jesus
N———N
is going to wi thdraw frome (Second’th i John 12:21:36.

Those who are just s'igh‘bgeers R 'vonlookn‘qu‘and ird from the

oy » : through these fingers. I can.now stretch them fg;_g;, I can
unwilling, Luke 8:37. How sad it is when Jesus turns his back BT E

? ) - : ! now use ite I can grasp something. Ibis now all so wonderful
on those pho are blind, - g_gpr_____f_ &

H and so much better and he says in.order to unddrtake this
ere is your choice, Your solemn Restro r with- R 7 .

R 1 am going- to-bind it with
drnw:ﬂm’l A ha mada whal's ! s cvmarad mmengr'}'? | e 3 L]




b |

bandages and I am going to put it in a sling and I am going
=
%o carefully place it in my bosom in order to take care of it,
— —

What do you think would happen to that hand, the answer is I

inevitable. *t would, have withered again. The only way in

which to strengthen that respored hand could be maintianed

was by using ite

- : A 4

Lav
e

they have boumi_p,p those hands and

hands h§ve beeg cured but

their Mygg are withering away.

.

You can do ite Stretch forth thine ,h% Notice the

complete confidence of Christ. No doubt the man sould and

would responsd. Jesus is s,aying,ﬁrouﬂgan,dogitﬁqllp to now
i is own will power was in-

the man had/not beer

sufficient,

Sow this thing(often happensy In our church services

quite often an individual will come to the altar aﬁd accept

and confess Jesus Christ, What is this secret? ltis the
— i ————————

presence of G09 1t is the support of th{u:‘w}n_g peopls) in

this congrega/tion and we could write a book about. the experi

ences of people who shave been iaved here at this alsbar, Who

wuld imagine all that God has been ahbhbe to aceomplish through

just giving a simple command.

For angillustration there was a man that I read about

10 years agoe And his friend said to him, you were n

knew something in the circumstances
were herd and debts he"had given up in despair and he thought
sbout_doing better but he W nerve to do :}.,t,.‘

ind so one day he heard.-the Lord's voice saying to him, Go
== o i

the Lord's commard and he said for the first time, in his 1ife
laxed and he felt that something wonderful was going

he felt relaxed a @ we

to happen in his life., And that wery morning on the parking

R ——

1ot he met a man who drowe up behind him zmst who said, 1 would

G e

like to talk to you. 4nd so the two of them talked a while

and he said he told his friend about his decision and his

friend promised to look around for him and before lunch that

day he said that man called him and his partner in business
had died and he said that he was looking for someone to take

over that part of the interest. !e told his friend that he

did nothave money to do that but his friend said, Well, T

will work out a way so that you can use some of the profits

B the business and we'll fix it up, Then he said this to

his ﬁriend,@onder) why the bord didn't do scmething like this
. e

to listen to God u_r_;&il_ym-got—:%} Then you opened

your heart %o God and you became willihg to do something.

Many times we

e
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