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! "WTHE WINSOME INVITATION"

Matthew 11:28-30

The éal_h of Jesus in this Scripture is a most Wf(all)reguests.

Wthen the day is bleak and you come in at night - here is a refuge.

Yoy are with invitations fé.rery) day. Some of these are most

beneficial and meaningful., I was invited by a friend to go hear George l. Truett
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preach. It made a great impact on my life, a man with a golden voice who preached

without a microphone in his hand or around his neck. He convinced you that he was

convinced.

s bicagiigh of my Jite s changed shen the (g coe ron Suth

Norfolk Baptist Church some 34 years ago. The Spirit has opened so many doors.

@vitation_s) often come to us for w It is admission to the church to

—

observe the ceremony and share a very blessed experience. In view of our love and

regard we put this in our schedule.

The e is simple gi us is your Saviour, or you are lost.

You are invited to come in this Mvitations.

Digging in the ruins workmen uncovered a skelton of aﬁchilc}_ with

outstretched hands. The workmen knew there had been a reason for the gesture,

Digging in the direction of the outstretched hands, they came upon a skeleton of

—

q/;omanl,presumably the child's mother, also with outstretched arms. In that
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horrible r of need the child knew where to_turn.
ible hou: e

-— s and invitesQCWe"\the word

come appears in the Bible more than[ﬁOG’ times; about 200)in the 01d Testament,

and more than/lioofin the Ney Testament.

God wants it to be clearly understood that the invitation is open to all.

_— ﬁev. Francis Eilaihe Scmnder of the Christian Endeavor Movement, had the

word "Welcome" printed in 17 languages on a beam across the front porch of his

—
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home. -
@ives his own invitation to every person listening.
=
We will use some{words\in offering his invitation today -- Lé{d - Load - Lif{ -
2

Life.

- "Come to me".

otic

Wes.

e)- He did not say come to them\le - or to the syname - or to the

ﬁlle said, "Come to me",

—-—

]«imerson: "An institution is the lengthened shadow of one man."
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The Christian faith dQgsS.gk need a %bu’c a deyiverer, not aﬂbut a

Christ.

Think of the SMO& make. We look into other msatisf;ing

invitations!
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Mongy invites us - prestjge invites - drugs invites - df;pk invites. 7
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@- "You are not willing to come to me in order to have life."
peak age o ion. is age 1 IngChristian h
i o 13 oGz s

it s aw From nwistian homes it is ageéé./

Do you know that the

Q!@)o all people who become Chuistsisans do 50(@"—%-

The .@ ho do become Christians do so after 23, do so W

==

Then only a fgaction of lggg,,become Christians.

Pe i ve generally as to what they are going to do with the


mailto:remain.in@,hOdObecomeChristiansdosoafter23doso
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claims of Christ as Lord in their lives.

an_called worked in the railgoad yards. le came up 0 B S
ell me what's wrong with me";> It UW be when I went to Revival Meetings,

heard the sonwg, the prayers being prayed, and the sermon preached, I was

@atly stirred,) When the invitatien—was given I almost had to hold on to my pew

to kgep fym goigg _forwd. But Rev. Perrygl don't feel that way anymor ) I can

go to a Revival Meeting, hear the songs being sung, the prayers prayed, and the
sermon preached, but I'm not stirred. When the invitation is given, I@‘% seemn
to We to go forward. Rev., Perry, can you tell me what's the matter

with me?

Rev, Perrx said, "w, W‘nat I am wrong, but I'm Wat you have

committed the %"'

The next day Slin digd in a cagsdecident. Whemsa~man has committed the

unpardonable sin, it does jot mean that his life will be taken immediately. Il

may live another five or ten years, but he will ngygfehé.saved if the Spirit of
God has left him,
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@u made Jesus@- @ is dangerous and never decides the need.

II. LOAD - "All who labor and are heavy laden.

@\5 the load many people were begzing in the time of Jesus heag gurdsgs,

many are today.
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There are people, for instance, w@gis sheer d;;ad. I have seen

people who labored until the weight of their work was an almost impossible

encumbrance.

By >they get in the posidden of the '
talk about something beiw w%up, now mind

you, L ys@w=this as comparison only. Some have vo%ed to be my S;,’éetary
for a month, all the way to bringing a sh%i and sacking it up! What I'm

talking about is, WE

flarian Andersol; great Amegigan.singer, was asked, was
t of ife? She could have given man s - sh bef bilit
w given many answers - she sang belore nobility

of Ewkepe - her response was beautiful and simple - Gge greatest moment in my

N
life; was when I received enough money from singing that I could tellmy mother

she no lomger had to tahg.,iﬁyiu;__%b

@%din - 1is a heayy load. The De

in e Garden. One tasW¥Tation justifies their conduct with these words - Luke 22:46.

" 1
He found them.gsleep, WOW That does make a difference!

I know what the burgen oﬁ"ﬁriez is - as it on the W with

those who are ¢lgse to me, t i i
e, the burden swsm:c at tiges than Isgamwsbear.

, \ - .
3 is a burden. i i
@ It is like a ball and_chain_about a person's neck and heart.

Dead weight - this is a load our Lord can remove. Promise in V. 28 encompasses every need



This committment is needed:
e ——a—y

" I have closed the door on hate
lle comes only to deceive and destroy.
' Love will come if I but wait

]For some deed of mercy I can do,
iAnd hate can't live where love is true -

|And that is the cause of joy!

.
@is one of the heav;gst loads. This is a burden many will

not yield - the unrepentant heart we do not surrender.

N Qa“m;ted su1c1dE - left a note giving a single line reason: @gwe

with myself any mo;‘e:D

The wzw tells of a companionship that can see us through any

@ o gt anY &ngg @Yg

IIIi LIFT - "I will give you rest."

Holy Spirit i (conforte 2
rit is translated a§{comforter® A word with OWCT, SRehey » SEgee, le
— —

walks with you in the shadows and is powerful, energying, grace giving

(E;;ver}f presence{ 11 £t :

us regardless of the burden. "I will give you rest."




This resting is raising - lifting.

ent to a_couplgihulGiiniditbimbiiiiish- 1'c FRR, e (evRLED

"The eternal God is Thy refuge, and underneath are the everlasting

lle said to the husband and wife - the aWd are not up there flapping
. - (] !"
around in the sky somewhere - they are um—lylj_ath. They _e_xf_e{fu_z_ldemeath

w_- Take My Yoke Upon You

lle become conpgamdsns of Christ{3{ o okefellows"

We that joins oxen for the purpose of moving a load.

to Christ for the purpose of life!

In our text we are (JOKed

It is through ggace, his power, his presence that the new life in our Lord is

shared. We are in fact yoked to him and may we never forget the Lord carries the

heavy end.

The call of Christ is an invitation tc&u&th him. Through us he wants

to call other people.

Thi Bt ; i " .
ipk.ofdt! We are to live andﬁl_glr‘g_‘and lift with him. @Iand in hand, heart

in heart share the good news with humanity.

(oo, 1))

: . ;
TMW’ that someone would give me a drink
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of water from the yell at Bethleham, the one that is W’H Rich
— v___w .

story.

m Saul - burdened he did not want to murder Saul.

e of Adullan, surrounded by PW, tired, discouraged,

would bring me a cup of water from the

Hiding in the

burdened. Cries out - I wish somebod

well back home in Bethlehem, the one by the gate.)

David's w and w out and reguEaed with some water.

David was so moved h@out an offering untg_@l@.LLTd.

Iwi;@_t.han ph?sical, it was spiritual refreshment!

w to get mw back together. As a holedended flocks
of sheep and used to come into sigix of th ga58
e and gew at that

well, And oh, how i i
/ , how it would refresh me! I need, now something like that little

town and well gave me.

Troubled - I%With care - s_ig_i_é,heavy

upon yo h - i
pon your heart - do you for f - do you want to be right with God.

Alcohol i - i i
0l is a load - tensions - umigta%ty of the future.

-
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; } tells of aritten by a commander of a Bw,
an officer who sailed mdM?

g out the cms through which they were passing, the commander
ed, and other by being so lgRg=oue
of port. But ourMs we are with Nelson!

I cannot think of awﬁnvitatim today, than the one Jesus extended -
—

come and be a yokefellow with the Redeemer. We are with Cy



