L
to satisfy. This was a dramatic scene.

N had to J about the afflicted

man but His gvery pr nce attracted the eye of Jesus who

could (detect needswherever it might,

These Qoﬁ bearddd!l_mxgocritea out of sympathy not for the

pocr fellow but for their own laws., You notice that they man
does not say a thing. le doms not say a word but yet he

is in the public gaze,

I like what Jesus said to thes astical spies

He burns thew up with (o questions,” Lg it lawful to.do.good,..

or to do evil on the Sabbath day?. *s it lawful to save
—

life or to &? What could they say? MNothing and they

haven't said anything yet. And they keep on holding their

peace and we mai'vel at the scene.

ey are always interested

When men know God they know

that the bassion of his heart is ever full of understanding

of the SM
and the preists are warented in doing nothing on the Sabbath

mercy. Lf(Davidlbe hu he may eat
Jbut this is an illustration of G;od ia mercy of which the

rulers were ignorant, He was interpreting His Lordwhip of the

Jesus knew thei and He
Igen he.

Sabbath by what He did.

knew that they were whispering amogg themselves,

puts the question to them, Is it lawful to do good or evil?

¢
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 Withered Hand B Woys ~f Fo-£p
-

Mark 3:1-7
INTRODUC TION: |
the discig'];é's were in connection WLWM

of corn on the Sabbath day and the(ésm%g of the S abhagz

as to it place concerning work of necessity and mergy .

- the Saviowrwas, He was in the gynagogue, the

public place of worship, the house of. prayer and when Jesus

We come to thelaccount of this incident where

is present there is sure to be interest, He loved to fre-

quent the house of prayer, Do you love to frequent God's

house of worship? If not. you must be a stranger to Jesus,

I. ‘l‘ra’ﬁ tion

1t is very interesting to note about this incident here

that Matthew 12:9-1l tells us about and_Luke636-11., They

tell us about the time and the place the time being the
Sabbath, the place being the synagngug,an%gives us
some of the details. about this man, and his ent, He

describes this man's hand as being tth;éQ&) hand that is

withered or wasting away.

The arm is small amd useless loose

fleSh.

It has lost it power and fipally it is like a dead o
thing,

The note I would like to point out here is that tradi-

tion says that this man wasg gébricklgr Jwho had come to

our Lord and besought Him for a cure that he might be able

to work for his bread and not have to bege Disabled gs he
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was he was found in the place of public worship on the Sabbath
day and got a hhessing there., UNow if we think about what
tradition has to say we might ubip our {imaginationy

Suppose this man had been W}and he had been a
right-handed man and that hand had been paralyzed and began
tovither away, We can imagine how helpless he was to provide
a living for his fapily, and therefor we do not know, this

man-might have been a. bricklayer, he might have been a

carpenter.or if he had been a worker in an office and used

Mwith his right hand, he would have been at a loss

to keep his job, to do the things.that were necessary.

.
-t e ——

11 €

When we come to thinic about the trifles we think of the

group, the Phari » Who were t.here in order they laid a
@@uﬁhey took prompt notice of His presénce
N . [ g

and the Bible said, tWthe Lord, Ever since the

day when Jesus had said tcﬁle/gick of the palasy, Ixsmmt

R
’I'héy sins are ‘g&'l.ven,_thee s they sought an occasion that they

might get something agaiﬂst him, ¥

They were always seeking to get a ‘ﬁgn accusati gn.‘} Some~

thing they could bring uwp in the ways of rules of keeping the

Sabbath or they could in the way of tradition. Y,u remember
R

according to the rules on the Sabbath day nothing of a medical

kind could be done except in very extreme cases.

|
|
|
!
|
i
|

3
They evidentlyéMowever‘, He would cura the man

because it was His cua_'gm_j.n_hﬂp, ‘to bless those wherever He

might find them and there was ongy one man in the synagogue -

with any sort of diseage .that they could detect and they could

not have overlooked this man because he had a withered hand,

a paralyzed hand gnd arm and it was noticeable and therefore

this was the thing that they were watching.

Now they were look ght

d.o‘eomethir_ag Eood’ﬁ they were not interested in that. In the

second place they were cor f any

a¥fTicted or suffering ones, .

" Ipe giiid‘ rules Jof their party was for keeping the
Sabbath and - cended the importante of any other consider-
ation, I wonder if you could just see thisjiousemcud)with
prejudice a d hate, miliciously looking for the evidence

upon which to accuse Jesus, It.isn't any wonder that men to-
day have little respect for these self-pious, self-righteous

hypocritidal people.
This ww into
which they kmew a man had ggné whose hand had become wime;_'gg.

This man perhaps becasue of some accidpet or some disea?e
—

had this afflictions  They @ared“r_xqi:.y:i‘.ng)for the unforhunate

man, ‘hey seemed to knew that Jemus had the power to heal,
So one by one they filed in with their inhymaa curisousty

.
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because he would hot _have been allowed to enter in that con-

dition in certadn parts of the temple, but he found a place
here to worship in the synagogues
P erhaps he had been aregular attendant, going quietly

from Sabbath to Sabbath therefore a regular worshipper,

It is evédent that‘he was known; Z'.hat therulers knew about

this man, the Pharisees knew about him, It is quite evident

that they knew thig ma“'s condi tion‘aheaaof tim. T e

And we know that this m@w if we

could just use your imagination and see that he could not

" @xtend his f%ers and they could not grasp anything. He sould

not put his hand to a plaw. He could not take hold of the

tools of a:gmm or a bricklayer, ;
Andt.’nxd this man had evidently they were not hostile

against the man with the withered hand but they did (expect

Jesus to show _him some concern)and so they occupied the chief

seats in the synagogue,,

Here was a man who was severlz(handicag&.zﬂe could

think, of alot of things that he wahbed to do bpt his hand
was withered and he could not translate his thoughts into deeds

and work.

I have met a lot 68 ppole with this very/ Same handicag@

'l‘ney had dremg) and they hiv_e_g‘g%nd somehow they

never seem to be able.. out their dreams. The man was

5
To save hife or destroy it? f{e_r_o_i_s__@;m;)_;mnn_who
has come or who has today enter into the synagogue in my-
ly attention is also yours and your eyes have been

presence,

fixed upon this case and you say this is a guestion of work,

. But I will convimem you in your own consciences that it is

not a thing which may be lawfubly be let alones (Ig)this poor

man to.be-dismissed unhealed when the word can heal, Am I do

do evil or &m I to do good?

1t might be a good question for some Christians today?
Are we to do evil or godd on.the Sabbath day? Are wee seeking
to save life or to destroy it on the Babbath day?

In a story Matt. 11:11-22 Jesus talks to them, if it had

been your own property what would you have done? Useg a(shee

that is fallen into the pit off the Sab day. How then
much more is it better if a man than a sheer. He.is their

shepherd. They may hold one another, cheap and valueless but

they have an immortal work in His eyes. A man is better than

the sheep, Now this is rea].]y(e%ementag teacgg.ZIt might

be needful for these blind Pharisees of old to be told soe

tes, wé know better but to do better is the thing.

There are people today who do not place a great dezl of

:Q.aul -t_lgon maaand upon individuals and laborers today may not

be as wel_];_h_o_usﬂ._as_ﬂxa_maam&or am well housed as the ani-
mals that share in their labor. A man hetter than a sheep,
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So the question is properly put. The objectors. held their
peace. *‘hey were silent.
The among themselves and Jesus looked
among them, His searching glance ran the whole company to see

what was going on in their hearts and here was holy resentment,

anger in the hearts of Jesus because of the blindness of these

people. Going form one to another there was anger. Nowhere
are we told not to hate the Dewil and the Devil never had more
energgtic representatives ammit than these Pharisees and we need

some honest hatred of wrong t oday. And Jesus manifested His

réivdd n His heart becasue of tge(nardness
of their hearts) Jesus ‘Ww

Those who watched to accuse this class never ceases out Bf the

hatred of this wrong.

i

house of God, ‘here are always the fauli-finders and these
——— perin

[

people have withered hearts and Jesus said, Is it good for me

to do when I can do so .and to save when you might k&ll and

these accusors were speechless and I wonder sometimes if we |

are among those who are just religious in forme. |

And when Jesus was here dealing with this man there was

Cn_o_Wf the disease, there was( éo Qreparationgnf the
~ curc, there was_éb touchig_é)even of the withered limb, There -

He just simply said to

the.man, Stretech out thine hand.and the miracle took place,
S ——

was no outward act of healing at all,

|
_;3
?
|

|
1

We.-observe,

And this gpompwho were given to thinking about trifles,
were filled with madness and with rage at their defeat that
“e was breaking their traditional rules and fhere was the fall
of their authority amd already they were thinking Bf these

early days about putting Him to death,

o

III. Thi bout This

This man had a ‘MMdisability. A man who had a hand
witherede It was easily the result of an @“M or a contract

g' g). 1t was undoubte a(gsgg)gi_diﬂg&ﬂjg%y disabili
‘:Le_as ; ubtedly : ty

result some br ¢ law in some way at some

time, All that may have had a bearing on this stopy., Of course

-

there is no reference here to these facts but v}e may deduct
\—__———..

such and we see that thework of our Lord, the gi:ut Physician

that eveffy parable of Jesus was a miralce of wisdom and every

miracdd was a parable for teaching.

Our Lord's attitude, He fever divid

and spiriﬁ. He never recgonized our division of life into the
S —————

secular and sacréds All the things which we call secular
r— e

when He touched them and dealt with them and he dewlt with
physical dilablllty here and He deals with moral and spu'itual

thmgs in the same way.

There are aat are revealed about this man,

‘ ﬁwlméoﬂlmwf)which was really unusua
P N G AR AL S e e -~
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Ve 'l‘raﬁic Inabiliti , telling me recently that for years he had wnated to lLecome
“Our first reaction as we listen we will be conscious of active in the work of the church and make his life count for
the man's inability to do what he is told. To stretch forth more but he just kept putting it off and he cemddi't quite

his hand had robab make the step. He has the

years,: He perhaps had:made nmegny_a;,(g@ he hadénnseg I've talked with meny pe6ple who have @;ggl_gu

his hand. He had probably éf_%@_tg_hand in some special and I have never talked to very few of them but trey waiocks
way . but he did feel the life forces of his bedy passing through weren't quick to say that it was hurting their lives, they
those firg“:g__:__und that hand. This was an impossible thing. wanted to give it up but so often their hands are withered
Because it was impossible the command we would have said, and they can't guit carry out their good thoughts.

was unreasonable, . I have heard people talk about '1'hey

~ There would have been impatience among us had _we been | have been talking about it for years and they have been thiﬁk‘lng

there, Nevertheless it is good for us toface this matter and about it, they want to tithe but their hand is withered and

to use our imagination as we look into the face of Jesus we they have never éctual]y gotten around to tithkng. There are

Wbecame Jesus comnands fit, many who make a pass at it some sort of an effort but they neve

He was fhot there) to reveal the mzﬂ's disability but otsave | truly come to the place where they will put tfxeir tithe into

him apd to put an(eng) to ite Behind the person of Jesus there the church, God's $torehouse to beused for His glory.

is the power of Gods e commands, him to stand forth and to | To Some extent)all of us are alflicted with a haddicap ed

stretch for his hand and this command came from the mercy of of the wit ! We have so many good things in mind thét
7

God which these critics were ignorant of and perhaps they we never put them in deeds. We never do them. At -'(ﬁ

were arguing that this is an impossibility, this is nnreaso_aabler 4 heard a friend say that he had known fc;r a long time this

mess, this is impossibles : s oSN man who died and he heard about him being sick, he intended
i, —

to_ visit him but he kept putting it off and now the man is
VIE True Satritual Exﬁerience w\a_lm :
g dead and it is
. Now when we 1ift this whobe story and put it in tho .
» w If wishes were ] uld ride,)somebogy
(rggluf__gg;;;j,mal)_we see only more the facts that Christ = . |
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has said, Mﬂama_m.an.g,c He fircamed about it

first, %sont thought about electricity for a long time and

all great actions begin in our minds.

Your (#m mind), you see how many good things .that you
i

You havent

think about which you have thought about doing.
had the right opportunjty yet or youf think you lack the ability
or you believe you haven't had enough. tréining or you haven't
had the tmme or you don't feel like it all of these excuses

are just other names for the withered hand,

Iy, Drice the Lord Spoke

Let us not forget these

abled iand second he was/in_g_@w worship. He was where

he could find Josus, Now Jesus spoke to him twice, He gave

~him two commands.

juite literally mecans to arise into the

——————y

Stand forth, /

midst; Evidentidy the man was segaled somewhere in the syna- |

gogue and the Lord first called for his am his obser-
vation, and he commaaded him to stand, Our Lord(separateg

this man from the crowd. The man immediately obeyed and here

BB 5 AL

so often we are haunted by things., Christ calls us and the

fact remains that our Lord brought him to a place of visibility

in .order that what was about to take place might be seen by

all, And Jesus commands today that a man come out on his
‘-7 ® &

side and (confess Him publicly,)

pt: ¢

Now this is equal to our giving ané.m:fox; a :

man to s tep out and walk this aisle and come and stand here
et chatiy il (el

before the people and sepa”ate himself from among the crowde

That he is epening his heart for the blessings of Christ.
This would be very pleasant exercise for this man to

stand at the command of Jesus and we notice here that.he

He did not desire to conceal it.

“e ‘that covereth his sin shall not.prosper. You cannot be

in a fit state to be saved so long as you are ashamed to
confess your need, dJesus could have cured this man as easily

as standing. He bould have allowed this man to remain in his

seat in the midst of the crowd just as easily but He commands

him to stand forthe.

. o @soond word that he said to hin vas,|sigakehtasih |

thy hand, stretch forth thy hand. *‘his is a Wnd diffini te

comnand., It may be rendered literally, Extent thyy hand,

And it is full of suggestion. 1t reveals the fact that our

and helg;ess. If we pla;:e ourselfes and imagination in that

symagogue, we shall the better understénd the thing that
happened., Let us imagine that we are ammng the number of those

attending the symagogue and that we know the man and we have

LR

see theis man quite often and we listen to these two $tatements

from Jesus.,
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. To receive the benefits that Christi is waiting to bestow adlways brwawg He lays

there must first be a gonsciousness of needse : | upon them a command that in their own strength they cannot
X - & Obeyo » .
Second, there must be a will and determination to bbey,/ ;
Lt We sec further thelreasonab i Because
However 0S5 seem arxi yes, I can do all thn.ngs

he is waiting to communicate the very power that is necessary
for obedience. Let the w way and the unrggh-

through Christ that s ) Ang Ay annot

operate without that overhead contact witl'r the wire. And

L Yyeous his thoughts and we sa
we look at that car standing perfeot]y still :Ln the dark but

s80) 1 1f any man will come after me, let him Wat
when that tolley wire is connected to the car then we see the
\

is where Christian erience always begins. If men are en-

lights and the motion of that car. 4And we look his man
} G i . deavoring to become Christians by cultivating pleasaat ideas
and we see presehtly his arm move, his hand move, and there is

; ST which are involved in the Christian message they have not

power and there is movement, ]
begun to, know Cyristianity really is. Christ compels us to

Christ is God is all the power you need to move and to face our disability.
remove loral and spiritual disabilities. ; t éliver Wendell Holmes)said,’ Many people die with their
_ — > =
The trouble with us has been so often that we have music still in them, Well, to some extent this is true also

P KXY s

hestitated and failed to obey that they wor.dlof command the for us. We have abilities to do many things, and we never

wordd which calls for complete abandonment and obedience, fhmxmx| actually do thems

Dare we, to say in the (presence of Chrmt I can't do bhis thing.

Oh but would we say;=# will E‘ We need the power of religiocus faith.

venture, Jesms(met _in chuch that day a man with a withered hand
y . : He told him to stand forth, He wanted his(full attention)
¥I. T ou to Act

: ' [ , . Streteh forth thine hand. Yesus did hgh, W)
Now Jesus-said, rise up stand forth. The courage of ’

it was or what it was to have a withered hand., He did not

faith and second command was to streteh forth, thine hand. : :
G y oI W 1 ; ’ ask the man(how long it had been withereg). He did not ask

The test the deeper inner faith, the spiritual needs. Here is < A

|
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him@ it was withe::gg), He just said, Stretch forth, And

Jesus did not pass away a whole lot of time &n talking to th is

mane

And we have witnessed that the man was incapable of actit;n

by himself,

but _he cog‘L_@g'?)His will power was not strong enough to over-

come the weakness of his body, We make a lot of resolutions

but we. fail to keep them.

An old/‘c olored. mag:éx‘ was trying to get a balky mule to

move, Without succegg; Somebody said s Uncle, why don't you
try your will power on that mule., e replied, I dondf tried

=
it but it won't do no good. Hels-using-his{won't)power.,..

hi ug, ther e is both will power and won't
We have a high desire that it is no use to try to and

power,
if we say I will but our minds shout back at us and says, You
can't or you won't, Your won't power is siinply will power in

reverse,

When I think abous ad

¢ man who h

will

power to deliver the. children of Isreal and he killed an .
qutian one day and he thought he was going to set them free
but he mas saw and realized the task was hopeless and his

hand was withered and he went off into. the country and day

after day watche dthe sheep., Well, he Qntedd_aﬂ &g do_something

15
and finally LO years had gone by and God had to take a hand,
s, oo

God first had toget Moses attention with the burning bush,

the fire that did not consume the bush,

St do_many things to(get cour atbentionlapd mine
To give us a change to d.o something. Uod spoke telling him

togo and lead the people butwlsa:@‘. I do not have the
eoig__z:_am aid. well, I am going-teo-give.you.that power,

And He helped him to overcome armies and obstacles,

This man obeyed God rather than men., Now he doubtless

knew what was going on in this meeting. "I'his nan was doubthm

awa%l,gg the malice of the Pharisees and he kenw that they

were watching Jeuss to accuse Him ofl healing on the-Sabbath

daye. But He was ready to obey God and when the heart responds

to the guidance of the spirit it is quick to discern what

Christ.i wants to doe

When we summarigse this spiritually this map was conscious

|+ of his need and never more sof than on this Sabbath day,

We see that this man launched out on a@ggg;g of faith)

and trust in response and af deeds.

We see that he immediately found salvation, 1Lt was not

—
.

a case of waiting to obey until there was a conscioisness of

.

healin’,

aba t it some time but time slipped by. The days and the months

We see these spiritual falues heres
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thing some time and we'll never get around to doing its
Our hands are withered, His power can make us what we ought to
be.

-

Now remember as we think that it is ‘time_for you to act

Nothing is impossible wit! God. When this man stood forth
R ———

EEOE e R )

and if you will meke the fullest most hopest confession for

your sins, you mayc@:l_d%fiﬁgm.mrgivmss. Adam put
forth his hand and took forbidden fruit and immediately his

spiritual hand was withered and all his sons, were born with a

withered hands They ban deceive nothing unless it be givén of

:Lng to remember is that Jesus ntggﬂ hﬂk
self from this crltlcal group og people, There are three

classes of people from who Jesus withdraws himself,
the faulifinding, We see that cleai]y in thig stony. Peo;}le

who are always cr:.tlclz:.ng and knocki gg and find:.ng fault Jesus
*_\4

[F g o T

Joh.n 12 821:36'

God and God wants to heal you and save youe

is go:.ng to withdraw from, econd’ th

Those who are just sightgeeg' ’onlooka'rs .and ird from the

We 8:37., How sad it is when Jesus turns his baok
on those pho a ,g,blind‘g ‘ ; ’ ‘

Here is your choice. Your solemn
S ———— -

x choios
“drawal) N1

you be made whole or must Jesu

V

1t

(comp _J_gbemz on Christ. His hand was withered. He could

not do this thing that he was Hid to do,

¥ou say, I have no (sp:.ritual ab:.&ity,}l cannot repent,, -

I cannot believed T can ’_»_m/t’éngg_m Christe And yet the divine

fommand is repent, Beglieve, come unto me and live,

You ought to come but God never bids you to come but what

He éives streﬁth _)Eor the_decision to be mades Suppose this

man had said, I cannot do this thing. It is my disease that
1 cannot move as many times as individuals say about some

sinful habit they posses. I can't move .

caniot give it upe But was the speaker? - This was no common

This was Jesus. And who is the speaker who says

%0 me and be ye -saveg‘._my me and rest,

A single-one of us say I cannot. If Wt

passerby.

were only the advise of a preacher or some fitend then you
migit have answered the presoription and say I camot believe
this,

Use your imagination, Look at this man with his hand

K%Es‘;mg Suppose Xk now that he has been healed and goes

home feeling wonderfull but he says I feel the power_ going _

throughsthese fingers, I can.now stretch them forth, I can
now use ite I can grasp something., Ibis now all so wonderful

pom——-

and so much better and he says in.order to unddrtake this

en Eroet s HaoAlapeatalIs) 1. am sokng-to-bizd 18 w with
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bandages and I am going to put it in a sling and I am going
ok .
to carefully place it in my_;s*oll;in order to take cﬁge of it.

What do you think would happen to that harde the answer is

inevitable. *t would have withered again. The only way in

which to strengthen that respored hand could be maintianed

was by using ite

hapds have been cured but ‘they have bound up those hands and

their spiritual lives are withering away.

o *

You can do ite. Stretch foxj_r;,mim,h% Notice the
complete confidence of Christs No doubt the man sould and

would responsd. Jesus is saying,(you can.de-ite) Up to now

the EWMS own will power was in-

sufficient,

Now this thing(often haépens) In our church services

quite often an individual will come to the alta,z:,.arid accept

and confess Jesus Christ, ihat is this secret? ltis the

<presence_of_»_G£/d> 1t is the support of the(graﬂngw_pg_g 19 in
this congregation and we could write a book about. the experi .

ences of people who have been saved here at this albar. Who
ould imagine all that God has been abhe to acoomplish through

just giving a simple command.

For angillustration there was a man that I read about

19
knew something in the circumstances

were hard and debts he“had given up in despair and he thought

about doing better but he neve gu;m got the nerve to do ite

——————

And so one day he heard the Lord's voice saying to him, Go
o

b
ahead and I'1l help you. .He decided to-act.on the basis off
the Lord's command and he said for the first time, in his life
he felt relaxed and he felt that something wonderful was going

to happen in his life. And that wery morning on the parking

lot he met a, man who drowe up behind him sm# who said, I would

like to balk o yous And so the two of them talked a while

and he said he told his friend about his decision and his

friend promised to look around for him and before lunch that

day he said that man called him and his partner in business
had died arnd he said that he was lwm take

over that part of the interest. He told his friend that he

did nothave money to do that but his friend said, Well, T

will work out a way so that you can use some of the profits

Bf the business and we'll fix it up. Then he. said this to

his friend @onder) why the Lord didn't do something like ﬂ'li:S

10 years agoo And his friend said to him, you wm%.nn_u

to listen to God un Ihen you opened

your heart %o God and you became willimg to do something.

Many times we hearfa voice) ba ying , stretch forth thine

hand but we hold back. We hesitate. "“e are planning tg do the



