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This speaks of the importance for the §
.of the Christian that we should give a vew
in our lives to this great truth that Jesus/is alive.

This joy comes from a sense of comganionshig.' He is putting

forth his power in the world today.. He not only works for

s, but ho(grkaudngod throush yg) e said, fhe works

that I do,.you do also", It is a great comfort to know
- e —

that in the midst of our struggles, we know that there is

oge beside us and in us 'and kno hidden paths that
no eyes see and no foot b is can tread., Really this is

one of the glorious truths of the New Testament, <“; live,

yet not I, but Christ liv ne) Therefore, if we

~

keep close to him we will do mightly works that poor,

weak men could never do otherwise.
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The( emblem!of the vine and the branches points out

.t,&lls in some.mysterious way we have a solemn ugg_n with

Jesus Christ, This is no accident, because he says,

v

"V(®I am in the Father and the Father jn meD "The works

that I do shall he dq als.o". And so he bids 41\3 to do
the same workg because we 00 are united in the Father,

We cooperate with the Father.
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The disciples as they were’W

/

parting with Jesus, and also were burdeéned with care as to
pp— e —— R

£otom

what would become of them efter; he had ascended back to

the Father 5 it seemed as thoﬁgh they were like sheep with-
out a shepherd and that they would be easy prey of the

enemies. To silence thesé"-f_ears Jesus assures them that

I they will be clothed with power sufficient for the hour,

————T i
Thg ke; wa;d?of this context is_(believe In three
sqg_c_e_s_siy@_vgge; we find each time that it is widening
T —— 7

in its application. We find first that the gquestion in

{\0 reply to the single disc;i.ple, Philip, "believest thou

e

me?", and in these verses we come to see that it has

general expression referring to all who in every generation

and corner of the world put their trust in Christ, "Who-

soever believeth in him", Our Lord has alregdy pointed
vc/r out that éej.\j\.ev; r_xg;za'.n versi ig 1s £he g_reat@ntidotg) to.

a_troubled heart, He has pointed ou'g that(belisving Es a‘

of knowi

-

sure wa the Father and that it is &he be?t

substitute for sighte He is now about to tell them what
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wonderful things result of (belief )linked |~

active, One is he will be working in response to our

‘v;'ith faith, He just seems to 1lift us up, as he begins in Bl :
. _prayers, tﬁ—e__hother is he will be working through our acts,.

.

e T i | Christ's‘gremoval from the«wor}d)is not to end his
wonderful, He tells them that he is about to depart from ! ,

activity in the world, . fven though absent he still is

present in power. Hg will die and be removed, yet he will
still work through things around the disciples,. This will

this earth and that he will respond to their prayer and to

their works of faith,.

be not only for them but for every generation. He is

I The Continued Work of the Ascended Lord working today. f Jesus! work was finished., He
The disciples were tr ?ﬂblém s OPE??SS.__Gd with the | said it was, on.Calvary's ¢ But there is another
thought that at the departure of Jesus aldwefwbhe good aspect of .his work that will continue through the ages,

(uork would epd.) That henceforth his wand Fis‘Warlewould Jesus works by pubbir Biuscl s an the midsb ‘of i
be silent, They felt that they would Have to face ever;;r | @idenbes of 15_%‘ .; _
(storm wiggout his c‘ounse}il)and companionship., Truly it f | .
' ! A11 gther men's work is é ut off by deathy We read

was a dreary outlook and we can understand how these ‘men

felt, but he reminds them that he will continue to work, that this man served his generation by the will of God and
-~ e
that he will work in- them and thpouph them. There is a ‘ thgn died, This is the story of great thinkews, statemen,
4 remarkable truth here,"he that bdlieveth, the works thaL l poets. The activities and the work ‘as such of father,

| —

N
3 I do shall he do%, The gréwndeof the disciples

iseiples mother, husband Y child or friend all cease when they dieJ

is M to My Father™ and whatséever the'believer |  They are silent and can el
13.,%'@ o my Fa : | y are silent and can help no more,
shall ask I will do. Therevare-to.distinct paths.in ‘

which Christ will represent us and in which he will be But Chjist. is living toda; gnd working all about ‘uss,



8 *
be a great confirmation that he will be in a position to
Acts *1:8,

T —
IV, -ROWeTr TH HEAVEN

furnish=such power.

He has just given them the assurance that they will

have _ in the earth to work his works., Now he
comes to say:to thesé¢ disciples, will also have power

in heaven, Qur power there depends upon (gvraxer.z Jesus

, here tells them that God is willing to communicate and

to do in accordance to.their prayer. This is not just a

mechanical or eternal thing, but the Christian's.hgart

lifted up in prayer will find power to move -the world,

-

o This is the way they were to keep in Wgnion)

with him. He was leaving to go to the Father but they

were to continue their i‘ellowsh_immwﬂer.‘ For

ins ifsuwe have a distance between. friends-today we
carry on e< thus when Christ goes back to

-

the Father he tells the disciples how theygight yri te)
him, Let me hear from you by prayer. e prayer of faith,

———

-

Humility is prescribed, shall ask,

Though they had forsaken all to follow Christ, they could

,s

5e

Therefore, we come to realize that the yorks of a

é igtian man,/ if do:l:x_e in faith ;g'do/ge in His power,

He reproduces and pergstugjeg the work of Christ, So it
: —

seems that we as Christians should not depend Upon Selt

but more and more depend upon Jesus,

II. Greater Work

This is a marvelous statemggt that the(se t)will
be able. to do greater works than his Lefd, that he will be

able to do greater things than. the one ;"E.‘L_hi.s_ sent hime

————— L ——— - »

Of course, we know that by revelation and redemption

there are¢some of the works/ocf Jesus that have been ¢om-

pleted and there is ng or repetition until the end

ofttime,

But when we think in comparison of the(1lj

the small results jof Chr;- tis

and r
————.

“upon earth

and th_enA we think of j,h“ekmajes_tic world wide sweep of the

Gospel, we are amazed at the greatness of our work,

®

I need only to remind you also that even the pooré‘s\};\
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e
were to W£rk miracles. Jesus healed when a woman merely

' touched the edge of his garmente, I SA ts 5 ézggg
bellev:mg Chrlstfh He merely has to te‘l'l 'h1m of Jesus - 4 . g aidcte. Sul. e

ith his_shad ' handkgrahief in A 112,
dywis_sm_and of the redemption, Really -Lﬁ;g WI'“”‘M oy &0 ih Sots SR

—, Ch twr gght racle for tw
l@%lﬂmand to draw men in this Way. ’ vrl.s = — = parm

{ country, but hls followers have mmm;nw
Therefore, Jesus is speaking a truth here because the‘cross) % -

was not yet a reality,

name for many ages. So they achieved greatar victories

-M.__ e i T
than Jesus was able to do upon earth. o 7%,,4 57
Aotge — Rarmr—i>
When we think of PQGM in which Jesus '
worked j arison to the world-wide | e iv'en to ;s ] y :
o ,Mp\ o 2. o RaSRe0ps give | III, The Condition on Which the Lord Works For

his servants, qe}‘_eglize he was sp¢aking the truth, He

] Ttk } aad Throuﬁh,His, Servants,
laid his hands on a fow sick followers and helped them, ( Faith Eis the simple act of loving trust in Jesus

and at the epd of his life t1'r1ere were__lg_____L_O disciples in Christ. It opens the door for his entrance and it is the

condition, the only condition of possessing this power.

Jerusalem and 500 O _in Galilee. In fact ue could have put

all of these inside our church w:Lt.h,room to s are. And

N e ‘ We shall not trust in vain, but to us it will mean powers
then we contrast this with the great work his followers Faith enables us to do the work of Christ. So Christians

that are powerless may know the reason or the dli‘flculty

were able to do in the way of working mirggles and ‘ex-

tending the Kingdome as to why, They have out off falth. As th

—
ain person, he

-—-*“"""":'\-* ; é asked Jesus why they could not help a
4 mere@ ZHOU koep AN mind_ said it was because you did not befieve,
RSt

B —— i

theysbauldebe-cnablod to S0 2 LI ey . o :
‘ g A second condition-is-that of (Jesus' retur ;_h: th
and 'bhey were ‘to have nore power to do this because he . \)\\ - 5 » 28 T B

Father, This ‘guarantees thaf: faiEx will be rewarded.

was going back to the Father, Matthew 10:8, And the

ig ‘that they 'should dofgreater works,) They 'Wl_lajsoev? ye shall ask in my name," so this seems to
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""higher plane than duty, It is bec‘:;;mn o P ‘. T lowe | demand nothing of him as a duty, .
. e ETTITT : :
A al .o ¥ BT ey i J
' t loved usgerid snch love will be turned ¢ Revan . :
h_im beg.gusg h 2 S : T ' ' ‘ o were seems to be lmplicds g‘g inc that is
...not yow: hea ‘ . ‘ good and proper for you you may ask foF Tty e

*w | I | e sof gulglr

AN g O] Jlﬂ"'l of TO¢

ever, and twenty-five years pas d T‘he T e i ‘ Thgmc to P&‘W—W
was riding with Dr, P 1 5 |

SO -at a_ftun

her lt;hutlv that he t%}iw“ Iosm s Tt |

¥ il Your greacb‘l_r_)ﬁ today not ‘fizz’ on me.” D ; | r]_
sile moment and then he began to weep. The man was q . :
g the preaxoher sald “I am not weeping for whg;y ; 3 , 0 < him . . . Bi'bught
| — , 90 and set him without the cnty. Genesis 19:16. one
armer)who saw ird building its n n a heap of

from irees destroyed the wor the mdus:t.rlo.us__mm I
the bird tried h an r the second time the farmer
third day the bird built her nest on a mb near tih
rmer smiled and let it remain. Long-before-
hatched the ] rom wihich the bmd Cuad

was _burned. . Like the humbled bird, we often wonder v
m%&‘ﬂ' nest. Were we able to see as God does,
i that our Heavenly Father has*kept us from d

a.n

fo

/
o dowe R e

I can 'do'"alluthin s

through the Chris j d makes me strong)

o _ » Not necessarily great®fmiracles and not greater spiritual

{ 5

! Wt great in gyanti txb When we consider
|

’ Peter aic( ;ﬁn gggﬁ)IJanu Paul on his @Eggon tog}

S i— B ——t,

’ VieisThe Ke; to the Lock  VErse 15

Jesus here gives to his disciples the key that will

l

’l unlock all of tbeoe trcauurgi? when he says nit ge hve
& A %79_'// }—_7’7\' g~ ,/‘W me"s If you w111 love me with a deep and self-sacrificial
=X W\— VT Pauy /,W » Brifid” So) 0 B L[ M) O




not as one who would demand
o

Th:.s 11tt1e handful of men 1n the

( :upper rooerece:.ved a mesSaMg;b ha was speaking to
. ot RS

S ayS .

L‘very‘bh:.ng that. _was hard and.diffn.cult

#on 1av_/) Mis is the thing that i,

————————————— bt L8

P — =

Ellstlnguxshes ahe Gosepl from all other gsystems, Every

—— B

- v—————

————. sl

t is not for want

o
R et

want of power to live according to their know].edgg. A

; = - - :
(ﬁn;gmakes a_proclamalion and uses an amgy to baik w

commands. He says, here is the road plaim and straight.

You will be forced to walk this road. Butéhrlsy comes i

and he says, here is the way, It will be /d)llOWed

beeausecof your love, Therg.is.no.one who will be_able
to keep the commandments of Jesus w1thout love,. This is

— . |
¥ g " v g |

L,

[

]

a real tg?j'of our Christian obedience.

1 S o 4

ould ask the question‘/’"ug!‘-l #,

I read a@g_:._n@;n which a person said, "I am tired
of the word duty, tired of hearing duby, duby,-duly, len

\ \ t{ ‘,‘\‘ ‘ .‘-‘ N,

3
Y

go to church because it is their duty. You can never reach

a ,mﬁn's heart if you talk to hinm because it is your duty.¥

He said, "Suggose I to;g my yife, I love you because it is
my duty, What would she say." He said, "Onge every year
I go to Connecticut bto visit my aged mother. Suppose when

I'go next time I tell her, 'I know she is old and living on
borrowed time, that I know she as done a great deal for me,

and that I come to see_ﬁ@;‘__e_yggy year because it is my _duty."

She would say, "iie “, ggn, Ly _son, ygu need not tgkgaihe

You see, éesus %hls to a

trouble to come again."




Pastors Pen

There cannot be exchange for the
gift of human touch. Life comes ‘“as
is” — we make the mcet of it as has
been given to us. Love’s b nding moves
us ever closer in affection.

I believe a story about an incident
in human touch will expand our under-

standing. h)r thirty-eight years W H__
s CHglhodist mTnTeD in the

eastend of Lon

earned that an old man was
and called on him. It was at
made plain that he was an un-
welcome visitor, for as soon as the sick

man_ caught sight of Lax’s_clerical
cCollahe turned his head andéﬁuo
utter a word. While trying to sus-
tain a conversation, Lax noted the

dreariness of the_room, the pitifully

small fire, and suspected that provisions

had run low. When he left he went to
a butcher_shop and ha(
A_—\

chops sent to the house.

He called dbdl@tﬁller and
though the old man wasstill far_from

talkative he was disposed to be friendly.
On his way home, anc was
left with the butcher.
visit; there was a prono e in
the patient. He was congenial and even

expansive, and before taking leave of
him,_Lax read from the/Scripturg and

im, Lax re: i -
Q——ﬁ-" 4
A preaching e@ took him

out of London for some days. When he
got back, he was informed that the ald
man had died and Im@‘ﬁ\l,‘/'nl_l@ge
for him. Just at the last When he could
barely speak, he made a sign that he
wanted to say somclhing.

By

: “Tell he gasped, “it’s all
right . .. I'm 'onv to God ... bt
'surc lo 2% Le___umﬁl . that |l wasn’t

hlS pre‘uhmg tlml g_l_w;gm_mg
. .. those lamb

Q(.:man louch can break down barr-
ierSof misundefstanding. It gets to the

~ ¥ . . B
heart of a situation as null!{né else caity
“Inasmuch as ye have donehit unto one

of the least of these my brethren, ye

have done it unto me.”
o
FINANCIAL INFORMATION
December 26, 1982
Budget Requirement (To Date) $190,350.69

Budget Receipts (To Date) $175,887.18
Weekly Budget Requirement  §  3,660.72
Receipts — 12/26/82 S 2,688.31
Parking Lot — To Date $ 24,554.52

$ 12,601.00
$ 4,703.49

Parking Lot — Paving
Lottie Moon Offering
% %

A special thank you
to all who have made
a gift in 1982. Good
progress has been
made on money (o
surface the lots and
also on the purchase
of land,

J
NEEDED

Mr. Guy Parsons (Nova Scotia) sends
Seasons Greetings to everyone at South
Norfolk Baptist Church, and especially those
in the Pastor’s Class.

He enclosed a $100 gift for the Parking
Lot.

$500 given by Stewart and Lillian Brem-
ner of Bremner Amoco.

Memorial Gift in memory of parents by
Horace L. McPherson — $100.00.

Memorial  Donation Edna G. Wilcox:
By Ruth and Leon Jones — $10.00

Lottie Moon Christmas Offering Gift in
memory of Mr. & Mrs. H. E. Winston, father
and mother by Mrs. Hortense W. Ruddick —
$30.00. Y

BAPTISMAL SERVICE
Christmas Eve, 1982

Dawn McDaniel
1205 Scaboard Avenue

GOAL — $5,682.00




