L
only way we can truly know God is in Christ, and unless we
know him through Christ we cannot know\ him at.all,

So John said, to go a little deeper is.sinply to say
that world is i te) This hostility.is emmity .
against Christ and his disciples becsuse they de not lmow
hime If  men bub had an zcquaintance

o h———————
with him, but they have nolmededge of him. They know not
Gy ent Jesug O t into the world and so the deeper

Wie know God ag we know Christ and so the
world turnelaway from Christ,

They know not God,

meaning comes out.

Therefore, they turned away
from Ged, Thus they will M_s_{gﬂmra, for if they .
hated Christ, certainly ‘they will hate those who follow hime
So h@_@mﬂmew And
really the worst thing that the world cen de is to hate
Jesus because he is the interpretation of God.for man,

Therefore, not to love him is to be ignorant of him.

A : II: The §orld's Hoatili’lz Intego‘bed As Si.ni V3. 23“-:

The words .of Jesus merited their love. There was an

advantage which ‘they had wgnjoyed; in the Gespel, Christ

had come to speak to them and ILG.L‘!B#.Q.MMJDL

ovw. There might have .been a partial excuse

b4 )

| ’
! ik WORLD'S AOSTILITY INTHRPRETED
John 15:21 - 25

In the preceding verses, 14 - 20 we discovered that

(friendship) with Jesus oreated hostility, That the world

would be host:l.le toward his feollowers and he traces this
hostility to himself. In this passage of Seripture he

atiemp to give us a stlll belter interpretation as to why
this hostility should even be at all,

Ve 21
fle has told them where this hatred was found in the
world, The ghildren of this world are distinguished from

Ii The World's Hoatil:uz In'oergeted as Igoranoe

the children of God. This was the/dispositiofdof the people

of the world. Psalms 17, 13, and 14, They were wholly

. e ‘
devoted te this world and the things of it and never con-
gidered the next world, The world in Christ's language is

the total which makes up God-less men, There is no hesita-

tion on his part to point out that there was & great host
and he seams to say, there is no neutral ground, they are
either black or white, good or bad,

He seems to make an illustration, asmﬁn__ll_

R e
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draw a heap of getal f£ilings brought into eontact, They
will turn into two groupse There will be those whe are

attracted and those who.ara ngt.

S0 4t is(just as sigpla,Jons is ny discipls, the -

other is the world's, The world standg apart from him and

has no real love, The world levela its hatred against

Christ and his disciples in verse 12, ."Qm» Jesus

had appointed them their work, but he tells them what hard-

ships they should meet.

world bates the name of Jesus Christ,
. the character and the work and his claim as the Son of God,
_—"

(acte ki)
This n@‘ﬁ A new doctm) of Jesus, He has suggested

the same thing in his' sermon_on the mount, " d are ye

There will be emity because the

This name ro'prea ants

when men shall revile you and persecute you and shall say

all manner of evil against you faléel,y for my sake,"

/ This enmity °’W between the seed
of the@w_uaﬂ_) Why did(ég:lhato Abel, Vas

it not because his works were righteous. égu!hated Jacob

—————

|
{
{
|
{
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because of the blessing. (Josoph's)'brettn'en hated him because,

A

-

' e

nis. father: Loves him, (Baul) hated David bacause the Lord
was with him, é_lsb)hs.m_ihe_mhat because of his

prophesies. Such causes ag these are the causes of the

world's hatred. They will persecute you.because they hate

you, Verse 20, And as we pointed out already, they will

hate you because you do not belong te the world, The

M&gmmuuim. They hated them because

they prospered under the hand of God,

- Jesus_says here, they hate Eﬂ,éeea\wo you belong to mez

This is ground for the hatred because

Tor my name's sake,
e e

 you bear my name in the world, They stand up for.his name,

. Tey have b«n"ﬁpiud in his name. They will live and die

by it., And this has been the lot of Christ's followers
who have been willing to suffer reproach for his name,

' ‘I Peter gclh}

Jepus says the cause of this is that he is an gxact

w That any man who knows him can kmow the Father,

Of course; the world has its concept of God, but outside of
’
Jesus Christ and his manifestation the world's idea is ine

complete, because you must know him to know the fopgiving
God and the 1living Ged, He may be hoped for, but we must
have knowledge of him for he lighte up the darkness. The
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m& do you think? The Shought that men go through

their days and weeks and years and have not God.da their

hearts toward God. They yay not be outwardly, agirgssively.

against God, but for a twelve-months period they go without

|
I
thoughte. Does it not indicghe a central feeling of their |

thinking about Ged or caring %e please hin, or with any

dhere there is no love, Jesus says, ,
there is hatred, If a man does not love God as he is

revealdéd in Jesus Christ, he does not care to please him

desire to follow bhim,

or %o think about him or to order life in obedience %o his

command, When we put the man of the world under the

searchlight and ask him, 'cibea he try tomsod.‘ Is he

trying to serve him, Is it a jgy to ba pear him, Is Ged
a delight in his thoughts, Do I turn tomm ‘

then we discover that the man cannot be neutral in gﬁ.a re—

lation to God and that a man cannot serve God and mammone

£

IV, The World's Hostility Interpreted By His Woriks

By another measure Jesus points cut that his works

have been assignad which gzl o bave convinced Ghem-of God
by his teachings, He had told them of his Messishship, By
his works he had shown them that he merited their love and

: 5 ]
he says, for those wio had got enjoyed the Gospel. For they

never would have heard hin, Pubt here his divine nature
which has been maqifeat. They have received some of the

most bpiddiant. revelationg of God througd piragles and throug
hiaéord.ol for Jesus had been almost ljke a child's picture

2935' He had illustrated by miracles and witnessed by

his words., And Jesus said that his words made the(differsnce
twean rance and tru and to not listen to him surely

was the sin of sins, to soe God manifested and not accept

the manifestation, 3 were plain that he was of God,

And he points out that if I had not spoken they had not had

sins, That does not mean, of course, that these men would

have been clear of all morasl responsibility, but it means

that the voice of their gonscience would hot have been as

sgin;g. e 'lcno'« tMt:Eﬁ:ahm up when it i.a. gpattered
_on something that .is 2 « And so Jesus speaks
Wﬂhﬂﬂm. And as the

1ight grows, the responsibility growm. And s‘o their dark

nature has been revealed and the heavier burden has been

placed upon their soul, So the measure of light then be-

oomes the measure of guilt. So there is no‘shadow g am the

irito'nse sunlight of the tropics,
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The coming here is referred io Wﬂm
way of the incarnation, Christ speaks

and he has affirmed that the sin of the world is_yithout

excuse because of his teachings and miracles, All of the

W as compared to the brightness

of his revelation., 4nd so guilt is preparation to the

means of knowledge.

To have sinned means %o be a sinner. In others words,
it is to have sinned and hence be guilty of sin. The sin
of the werld, he said, is nothing to be compared with what

it is now,

There :Lséo ihadg or cloak& excuse as khwledge
is placed within their roach end they have refused bo
Thus their sin is without excuse, "T¢ him
who knoweth to .do good and doeth it not, to him it is sin",

welcome it.

Cocasionally, there may be ignarance concerning ceriain
facts., I. Tim. 1:13. This ignorance may be due %o a
hck of knowledge that is unavailable, But Jesus points

out here that knowledge has been made. available and that

they are all inexecusable, and in the Judgement Day they

will be speschless and will not have a word to say for

themselves,

youw say God 1s not in all tsy, 1

Te*

TIL ‘ ;k_xle World's Hostilig Intergretod As Hat.rodl

Tis. )

He very clearly interpreted here that tgose who hatg

bin hate the-Bather. Jesus i the(lmage)of God, the clearest

possible revelation of the Father, He is the sole awakening,

sole illuninating power, of this earth with his words and

light., So this goes deeper when men willfully clese their
eyes, JThis is the very sin of sins, This-is the blindness

of unbelief in him, ' ‘

Jesus has made his ddentification with the Father and

ke says'the feelings of men toward him indicate the feelings

For he has said,‘(lg_m&m

has seen the Father," % that hes loved me has loved-the

Father, And now he says that,'"ie who hateth me hateth
the Father.,"

This is a rather severe and harshk word which
applies to the world; @Q
Semeone will say,("m L _am ndt conseioug of hatred) I

do not pretend to be a Christien, bub I do not hate Goda!
Take the ordinary run of people around us in this warld, If

of men toward Cod.

agree with you,
But to say that they hate Ood, I wonder if we believe it.
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4  their support. As the opgatan he demonstyated his power, =

Romans 1:20, By many of his miracles he showsd them that

. he was the Redeemer, W

dids No man on earth had _&yer been able to work je

miracles, John 3:2, It was amezing that even the men of

the worldfattrit Y davil,)for they said

Il in John 6:69, he has blagphengd Jehovah and is serving

| Satan. Of course, the thing thatgdj,,;a&ointed khem was that

l they expected an earthly ruler, a oivil ruler, and he pro-
———

claimed himself as a spiritual ruler by his works,

The works .of desus_only added to the sins of unfaith-

fulness and enmity to him, I we only had.his sermons upon

| record and his miracles, unbelief would be without excuse,
S N There was no reason why they should hate him , but their

unbglief was a matter of the heart and was against reason,
How many in every age have been like them, The world did

not come to an end with the destruction of Jerusalem,

- Ve The Farld's Hostility Interpreted As Without Cause

g In his final spgument, they which hated Christ hated
=7 e

him without any just causg. 1t nw Jesus said,
- ‘?4

T g - Anliz, 59 Wom. z
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Christ had boen gask, lgrly, compgssicnate and tender,

and their hatred “séiiﬂﬂm fethout cause.) That his love

should be met in such a waye The world is out of its mind,
that they should recompense back to Christ and God.

|
It is

gpazing and aat_cn_ig_h;gg that when God loves that man should
hate, and that without cause,

They hated, of course, because
their works were evil and if they worked for him they would

be designed for good.

Wlben he refers here bo W&@

we obeemfe that he was a 1;22P for as we sesrch the

Seriptures ,@@Wﬁm&.&uﬁq. David had been

a gg&g@g. Had been of gpeat service to his kingdom.
e had usgd his bharp as well as his_smord, fAbtealem)hated

David.though David had beea his father. Tms the Son of
David 1is hated and hunted unjustly. Those that hate ,@‘é’)

wor his besuty. Hate him for his justice and
hatred of Christ will be judged as hatred of Cod , for if

men will not honor Christ they will not honor God. Now

Jesus does not say that the world hated him just with the vie
of fulfilling the prophesies of Scripmm,_mw__'
thgt G rompted the world to hate <11

proghesies, But what Jesug is saying is that CGod made

.

’ - 14
rediction of what he favesaw in describing the events
E %-A m—————
He would have the people to kpow so there would

ba_no gurprise to them. Ged's Jmowledge took into account
from the beginning and he looked in advance snd could see

to come,
LA

that there were those in the werld who would hate him,

WWhen we lock at gg g;@and wa think of Christ dying
for Q-sdng, think of whal he Las dose forus, Surely

we would exclaim with him, " ted usel,

Could we come away from the cross and not feel that this

hatwed was without fuatioe, wigaseryed, prared fFseel
@ Here the suffering sarvant, the representative of

man, the image of God dying on a cross, And Jesus '

interprets this-as part of the world's hostility, un- |

roasomblo.
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