'"The defining photo of the Biden presidency:’ Image of Joe
Biden crumpling during tense exchange with reporters at
press conference on Afghanistan covers newspapers
worldwide

(Courtesy of the Daily Mail)

« Critics mocked Biden over image that showed him hanging his head during a testy
exchange with reporter

e Moment came during an emotional press conference after attack killed 13 US troops
in Afghanistan

o Biden ended the press conference in dispute with Fox News' Peter Doocy when he
hung his head

« Conservatives called it a ‘defining image’ of Biden's presidency saying it
portrayed weakness

o Liberals seemed to see the same image as a moment of somber reflection at the
death of US troops

Images of President Joe Biden hanging his head during tense exchanges with reports after
the deadly suicide attack in Kabul are being called by some a ‘defining’ moment of his
presidency.

The memorable scene unfolded at the end of Biden's press conference on Thursday, as Fox
News reporter Peter Doocy pressed him on the disastrous pullout from Afghanistan, where
13 US troops and scores of Afghan civilians were killed in two suicide blasts.

The 78-year-old president was visibly emotional as he vowed revenge on ISIS-K, but while
reporters from a pre-approved list asked him questions, he appeared lost for words at times
and and frustrated in others, gripping his notebook and widening his eyes.

During the exchange with Doocy, Biden pressed the reporter to acknowledge that he
remembered that Donald Trump had made a deal with the Taliban to withdraw -- then hung
his head down toward the podium as Doocy pressed him on whether the manner of the
withdrawal had been sound.

Photos of the moment quickly spread around the globe, featuring on the front pages and
websites of the liberal-leaning New York Daily News and Washington Post as well as the
conservative-leaning Fox News and New York Post.

Local daily papers such as the Terre-Haute, Indiana Tribune Star, the Roanoke Times in
Virginia, and the Hot Spring, Arkansas Sentinel-Record also featured the image on their front
pages Friday.


https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/joe-biden/index.html
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/fox-news/index.html
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/fox-news/index.html
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/donald_trump/index.html
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/the-taliban/index.html

Internationally, the UK Telegraph ran the photo prominently alongside a commentary stating
that Biden 'has blood on his hands and his presidency will not recover.'
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Biden promise to strike extremists faces new

Afghan reality

By Robert Burns And Lolita C. Baldor The Associated Press
Fri., Aug. 27,2021 | & 6 min. read

@ Article was updated 38 mins ago
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Deadly Kabul attack shakes
Biden’s Afghan exit
strategy

AFGHANISTAN CRISIS

US warns of 'credible threats' to
Kabul airlift in wake of suicide

TALIBAN TAKES AFGHANISTAN

bombin
8 Khalida Popal, saving
At least 72 civilians and 13 US troops killed in Thursday’s attack near Kabul Afghanistan's women
airport, which has been claimed by the Islamic State jihadist group. footballers one player ata

time
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Horror in Afghanistan on Thursday. as terrorists strike Killing and wounding U.S. Troops. Wait until you see how one
MSNBC analyst reacted to the news of the aitacks. Plus, President Biden reveals during a press conference he is only
answering questions from reporters he was told to call on.

Just one day earlier... President Joe Biden Jokes about Americans possibly being left behind. We'll show you what was
said.

Riots are fast becoming the norm on the sireets of Portland and the national media doesn't care. Andy Ngo DOES, and he
joins us to discuss.

President Biden gives a waming to those responsible for the terror atiacks Killing and wounding U.S. troops at Kabul
airport. Do we believe him?

Reporting on the exploits of Hunter Biden is off limits to the mainstream media. but scon there will be a movie all about
"My Son Hunter ", directed by actor Robert Davi. He's here to tell us all about it.

In Germany, WELT ran the image with a story reading: 'Joe Biden had campaigned with foreign
policy experience and reliability. The chaotic withdrawal from Afghanistan has ruined that

reputation.’

The Buenos Aires Times in Argentina featured the image on its homepage with the headline
'Deadly Kabul attack shakes Biden's Afghan exit strategy.'

The Argentine article published text from American news site Bloomberg calling the bombings a
'trying day' for Biden's presidency and characterizing the president as having taken responsibility
for "all that's happened of late.'

Brazil's Folha de S. Paulo also ran the image with a neutral original story while other sites like
the Toronto Star and Egypt's Al-Ahram ran similar images with neutral text from the Associated
Press - a U.S. news agency.



The Russian state-owned news site RT did not appear to run the image but was particularly
biting against Biden with its commentary, with an article simply headlined 'Biden Following
Orders.' The outlet is registered as a foreign agent in the United States.

'Horror in Afghanistan on Thursday, as terrorists strike killing and wounding U.S. Troops. Wait
until you see how one MSNBC analyst reacted to the news of the attacks,’ the RT article reads.
'Plus, President Biden reveals during a press conference he is only answering questions from
reporters he was told to call on.’

Stripped of specific context, the image resonated across the political spectrum, with liberals
interpreting it as a moment of somber, emotional reaction to the loss of US life, and
conservatives insisting it portrayed shame and weakness.
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Joe Biden has blood on his hands and his
presidency will not recover
We are slowly learning the full extent of Joe Biden's culpability for the Afghanistan

debacle

By Nick Allen IN WASHINGTON

27 August 2021+ 7:00am

Related Topics
Joe Biden, USA, Taliban, Afghanistan,
Kabul
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President Joe Biden pauses as he listens 1o a question 2bout the bombings at the Kabul airport | CREDIT: AP

Advertisament

Joe Biden now has not only Afghan, but American, blood on his hands. And it will
stain his presidency forever.

‘The deep grief on President Biden's face as his eyes swelled with tears was painful to watch,’
wrote New York Post columnist Michael Goodwin. 'But his personal suffering cannot exonerate
him from the responsibility for what happened in Kabul.'

The Washington Post news section called Thursday's attack ‘the most volatile crisis of his young
presidency' noting that 'it may take time to show whether he can maintain his image as an able
president with solid instincts.'

Republican strategist Matt Whitlock called the moment 'a defining image' while conservative
commentator Benny Johnson similarly labeled it 'the defining photo of the Biden Presidency.'

The conservative Daily Caller remarked on Twitter that the image was an 'optics disaster".



Writing for Fox News, opinion columnist James Jay Carafano said that Biden at the press
conference had 'delivered more excuses why the hole he dug isn't getting deeper.’

The New York Times avoided using the image of Biden hanging his head. The newspaper noted
in the news section that Biden's defense of the Afghanistan withdrawal was 'unlikely to satisfy
his critics, including some members of his own party, who disagreed with the way Mr. Biden
brought an end to the war.'

The Associated Press caption on a photo of Biden hanging his head described it thus: 'President
Joe Biden pauses as he listens to a question about the bombings at the Kabul airport that killed at
least 12 U.S. service members.'

Speaking later on Thursday to his network, Doocy reflected on his exchange with Biden, which
came at the end of the press conference.

Though Biden had a prepared list of reporters to call on, he appeared to go off-script when he
called on Doocy, whom he called 'the most interesting guy that I know in the press.’

"We were happy that the president took our question on a day that is very somber and very
important to a huge portion of our viewing audience," Doocy remarked later to Fox News host
Sean Hannity. 'It's been a very somber day.’



JH%  Matt Whitlock &
@mattdizwhitlock

A defining image.

5:58 PM - Aug 26, 2021 - Twitter Web App
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‘We will not be deterred’

Biden vows to finish
Kabul evacuation,
avenge U.S. deaths

By RoBERT BURNS, DARLENE
SUPERVILLE AND MATTHEW LEE
Associaren Press « Washington

President Joe Biden vowed Thursday to
complete the evacuation of American citizens
and others from Afghanistan despite the day's
deadly suicide bomb attack at the Kabul air-
port. He promised 1o avenge the deaths of 13
US. service members killed in the attack,
declaring to the extremists responsible: “We
will hunt you down and make you pay”

king with emotion from the White
House, Biden said the Islamic State group’s
Alghanistan affiliate was to
Inside bl lo the attakstha
e Americans a
o o members 4 many more Afghan civil
off on Afghanistan ians. He said there was no
evidence they colluded with
the Taliban, who now con-
trol the country.

He asked for a moment of silence to
honor the service members, bowing his head,
and ordered US. flags to half-staff across the

count

l-i,cn' the bombers and gunmen involved,
he said, “We have some reason to believe we
know who they are ... not certain” He said
he had instructed military commanders to
develop plans (o strike IS “assets, leadership
and facilitles”

situation, A7

"»

Pause: President Joe Biden pauses as he listens to a question
members. Biden speaks from the East Room of the

Kabul airport attack kills 13 U.S. troops

abomhebwbwalhekdxjatponmzﬂledalkn 13 USS. service
Turn to BIDEN, A7

At least 60 Afghans
killed, hundreds injured

By SavED ZiarmaL HasneM1
AND Josern Krauss
Assocuen Prass » Kabul, Afghanisian

Two suicide bombers and gun-
men attacked crowds of Afghans
flocking to Kabul's airport Thursday,
transforming a scene of desperation
Into one of horror in the waning
days of an airlift for those fleeing
the Taliban takeover. The attacks
killed at least 60 Aighans and 15

Boarding: Loadmasters and pilots assigned to the 816th
Expeditionary Airlift Squadron load people onto a U.S. Air
Force C-17 Globemaster Il at Hamid Kamt Imemanond
Airport in Kabul, Afghanistan, on Tuesd:

U.ilmps. Afghan and US. officials

sai

The US. general overseeing the
evacuation said the attacks would
not stop the United States from
evacuating Americans and others,
and flights out were continuing.
Gen, Frank McKenzie, head of US.
Central Command, said there was a
large amount of security at the air-
port, and alternate routes were being
used 10 get evacuees in. About 5,000
people were awaiting flights on the
airficld, McKenzle said.

The blasts came hours after
Western officials warned of a major
attack, urging people to leave the

aij But that :dvlce went largely
rE::icd y Afghans desperate to
escape |hc country in the last few
of an American-led evacuation
before the US. officially ends its
20-year presence on Aug. 31.

The Islamic State group claimed
responsibility for the killings on its
Amagq news channel. The 1S affiliate
in Afghanistan is far more radical
than the Taliban, who recently took
control of the country In a lightning
blitz. The Taliban were not believed
1o have been involved in the attacks
and condemned the blasts.

Turn to ATTACK, A7
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Doocy was one of the six members of the press the president called on at the briefing.

The reporter asked him: '"There had not been a U.S. service member killed in combat since
February of 2020. You set a deadline, you pulled troops out, you sent troops back in, and now 12
Marines are dead," using the death toll that has since been updated to confirm an extra fatality.

"You said the buck stops with you. Do you bear any responsibility for the way things have
unfolded the last two weeks?' Doocy asked.

Biden griped his notebook with both hands and was quick with his first answer.
'| bear responsibility for fundamentally all that's happened of late," he responded.

He then tried to blame it on Donald Trump, saying Trump planned to be out by May 1 and that
he delayed it.

"You know — | wish one day you'd say these things. You know as well as | do that the former
President made a deal with the Taliban that he would get all American forces out of Afghanistan
by May 1. In return the was made - that was a year before.

‘In return for the commitment, the Taliban would continue to attack others but would not attack
any American forces. Remember that? I'm being serious. I'm asking you a question," he said.

'Is that accurate to the best of your knowledge, yes or no," said Biden, trying to get Doocy to
commit to an answer about Trump's blame in the affair.
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Hiding behind tears Sorry
Biden’s decisions led to
Kabul carnage

President Joe Biden's weak response to deadly bombings killing
13 service members and numerous Afghans is just another sign
of him surrendering to the Taliban, The Post’s Michael Goodwin

writes.

US troops willneed to
returntocombatin
Afghanistan 'to get ISIS":
ex-defense secretary

Biden admits admin may
have given Taliban kill
list' of Afghans who aided
us
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Fountain Lake mandates masks, quarantines rise

BRANDON SMITH
“The Sentinel-Record.

FOUNTAIN LAKE — After
a recent uptick in the number
of positive cases of COVID-19
and students being quaran-
tined, the Fountain Lake School
District has implemented a
ate for students and

staff on campus.

board meeting, went into ef-
fect immediately after the dis-
trict saw 21 positive cases and
135 students quarantined. The
mandate, which requires the
wearing of masks while indoors

NPC gets
approval
to pursue
four-year
degrees

JOHN ANDERSON
The Sentinel-Record
National Park College's
Board of Trustees on Wednes-
day approved a resolution to
move forward with submitting a
Letter of Intent to the Arkansas
Division of Higher Education
to offer four-year bachelor’s de-
grees.

The college
plans to start by
offering a Bache-
Jor of Scienc
Nursing degree
“due to the crit-

VIDEO ica) need for the
EXTRA  local health care
»Visitour  industry a
website cause students
andour  have repeatedly
sppfora  expressed the
video need for the de-
gree” a news re-
lease said.
“We're excited

obviously by the opportunity.
There's a long way to go. We're
just at the beginning of the pro-
cess, but we certainly are e l
ed to make the proj
Derden, NPC's vice pmdm(
for academic affairs, said.

“The proposal itself that's
coming before the board is
little generic because we have to
ask the state and our creditors
to change the scope of the col-
lege to allow for bachelor’s de-
grees. But the only one that we
are focusing on right now is a
Bachelor of Science in Nursing,
which would be a post-licensure
degree because we already offer
an associate degree and stu-
dents get their nursing license
upon receiving that degree. So
it would basically be another 30
1033 credit hours to rvmw that
bachelor’s degree,” he sai

Getting the four-year: :h-gmc
in nursing for NPC i a long pro-
cess. The college is required to
submiit a Letter of Intent to the

» rtment for High-
er Education. The Letter of In-
tent requires the college’s board
of trustees’ approval, which !he’y
did on Wednesday, Derden said.

“Along with that is a role and
scope proposal, which outlines
sort of an overview of what our
plans are, and our financial sit-
uation and our staffing situa-
tion, sort of an analysis of our
resources. And then there is the
degree proposal itself, which is
the third step; we'll submit all
of that at the same time. I think
the deadline is Nov. 1 for us to
submit that to the state for their
consideration,” he said.

The degree proposal will

or on school buses during nor-
mal school hours, will remain
in effect until Oct. 11, at which
point the board will revisit the
issue to determine whether or
not it needs to be extend

Fountain Lake Superinten-
dent Michael Murphy brought
recent community/staff survey
results before the board ot the
meeting, which showed 52.7%
of the 866 surveyed in favor
of a mask mandate and 473%
opposed. He said Thursday that
they began seeing an increase
in positive cases once s
slnned on Aug. 16,

“We came back to the board

of education because we had 21

Friday, August 27, 2021

positive cases and over 130 stu-
dents quarantined and we felt
as though, by implementing a
mask mandate, if both individ-
uals are wearing a face covering
and they're in close contact to
a test-positive, it avoids them
from having to quarantine un-
less they develop symptoms.™
he said Thursday.

“And so with the limited
number of individual students
who have received vaccines, it
really gave us another method
to keep kids in school. ... And
so they did vote after about an
hour and 45 minutes of deliber-
ation. They did vote 5-0 to im-
plement a mask mandate that

really focuses on our school
buses and our classrooms. Any
time that a child is outside, it's
their discretion. So it's really,
~ ally distance in a

classroom?

Murphy said he believes
that many of those students
who are currently quarantined
will come off by this week-
end and that the number will
hopefully be going down going
into next week. As of Thursday
morning, out of the district’s
1,382 total student population,
10 elementary school students
had tested positive with 66

See MASKS on Page 3A
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W Fountain Lake Middle School teacher Michael Carey teaches U.S.
History on Wednesday, Aug. 18.

U.S. troops among those attacked in Kabul

At Ieast 13 Amencans 60 Afghans die by suicide bombers, gunmen

The Associated Press

W President Joe Biden pauses as he listens to a question about the bombings at the Kabnl airport that killed at least 13 U.S.
service members, from the East Room of the White House, on Thursday, in Washington.

Maijestic Park tours available

in-person, via video, for free

Big Boy Q

FROM STAFF REPORTS

Baseball fans who are unable
to attend today’s free tour of Hot
Springs’ new Majestic Park base-
ball complex can still get a bird's-
eye view thanks to the generasity
of a local resident.

Hot Springs resident Bob
Nagy took high-definition drone

VIDEO
EXTRA

Nnn.h Little Rock on Thursday. It is mi
week. The locomotive is 132 feet long and weighs about 1.2 million pounds. Aocnrd~

footage of the new complex and
posted it on YouTube at hitps://
‘wwwyoutube.com/watch2v=gsT-
MWcGet0.

“This video is, to put it mild-
Iy, simply stunning,” Visit Hot
Springs CEO Steve Arrison said
in a news release. “It’s so high

See TOURS on Page 4A
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restored steam locomotive Big Boy go 4014 departs Malvern and nmds to

second journey through Arkansas

SAYED ZIARMAL HASHEMI,
RAHIM FAIEZ,
LOLITA C. BALDOR
AND JOSEPH KRAUSS
The. od Press

ABUL, Afghanistan — Two
suicide bombers and gunmen at-
tacked crowds of Afghans flock-

ing to Kabuls airport The
transforming a scene of d
peration into one of horror in
the waning days of an airift for
those fleeing the Taliban take-
over. The attacks killed at Jeast
60 Afghans and 13 US. troops,
Afghan and US. officials said
The US. general oversee-
ing the evacuation said the at-
tacks would not stap the United
States from evacuating Ameri-
cans and others, and flights out
were continuing. Gen. Frank
McKenzie, head of US. Cen-
tral Command, said there was
a large amount of security at
the airport, and alternate routes
were being used to get evacu-
in. About 5,000 people were
awaiting flights on the airfield,
McKenzie said,
e blasts came hours after
Western officials warned of a
major attack, urging people to
See KABUL on Page 4A
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W The Ohio Club co-owner Dona Pettey, left, and Chef Michael
Dampier display a dish of Landslide Fries at the club on Thursday.

‘Landslide’ victory
The Ohio Club comes roaring
back on Foody Friday

TYLER WANN

The Sentincl-Record
“That's the joy I get, is walk-
ing out and seeing people take
a bite of their food and smile,
and that just makes me hap-
py”said Michael Dampier with
The Ohio Club. “That's the best
review you can get, is seeing
that smile and that nod, that the

food is good.’
Dampier now serves as the
general manager and “burger

chef” at the club. Though he's
taken some classes, he said he
doesn't have formal training.

me the burger chef” he said.

Dampier said his cooking
inspiration comes from his
mother, who he worked with
on weekends for atime.

“I did not want to cook. My
mom probably fed everybody
that came through Montgom-
ery County for 30 years, And [
watched her work hard, sweat,
and it was hard work and [
swore I'd never do that,” said
Dampier. “But, 1 would grill
food and cook out. In places
that 1 worked for, I would be
the guy feeding everybody for
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Doocy responded by saying, ‘Do you think the people have an issue with the way things have
happened?'

Clearly frustrated, Biden put his head in his hands.
He lifted his head, took a breath to compose himself and answered.

' think they have an issue that people are likely to get hurt. Some as we've seen have gotten
killed, and that it is messy.

"The reason why, whether my friend will acknowledge it or has reported it, the reason why there
were no attacks on Americans as you said from the day | came into office was because a
commitment was made by President Trump: | will be out by May 1.

'In the meantime, you agree not to attack any Americans That was the deal. That's why no
American was attacked.'

Biden seemed content with his answer and braced for the follow up question. His eyes widened
and his body tensed. His hands dropped to in front of his body.

'So you squarely stand by your decision to pull out,’ Doocy asked.
The president dug his heels in and demonstratively said, 'Yes, | do.'

'‘Because look at it this way folks, and | have another meeting for real. But imagine where we'd
be if | had indicated on May the first that | was not going to renegotiate an evacuation date. We
were going to stay there," he said.

'I'd have only one alternative: to pour thousands of troops back into Afghanistan to fight a war
that we had already won relative to the reason why we went in the first place.

'l have never been of the view that we should be sacrificing American lives to try to establish a
democratic government in Afghanistan, a country that has never once in its entire history been a
united country.

'And is made up of different tribes who have never ever ever got along with one another. So as |
said before, and this is the last comment I'll make, we'll have a chance to talk about this
unfortunately beyond because we are not out yet.

'‘And so, as | said before -- and this is the last comment I'll make, but we'll have more chance to
talk about this, unfortunately, beyond, because we're not out yet -- if Osama bin Laden, as well
as al Qaeda, had chosen to launch an attack -- when they left Saudi Arabia -- out of Yemen,
would we have ever gone to Afghanistan? Even though the Taliban completely controlled
Afghanistan at the time, would we have ever gone?



"I know it's not fair to ask you questions. It's rhetorical. But raise your hand if you think we
should have gone and given up thousands of lives and tens of thousands of wounded.

'Our interest in going was to prevent al Qaeda from reemerging -- first to get bin Laden, wipe out
al Qaeda in Afghanistan, and prevent that from happening again.

'As I've said 100 times: Terrorism has metastasized around the world; we have greater threats
coming out of other countries a heck of a lot closer to the United States.

'We don't have military encampments there; we don't keep people there. We have over-the-
horizon capability to keep them from going after us.

‘Ladies and gentlemen, it was time to end a 20-year war.'

Biden's handling of the withdrawal has been almost universally condemned.
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