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hat tha Lord has dm) More than ever, we know that:ww of
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permanent change. There was a mygical.on.Broadvay with a line -"oue thing to
N
be sure of, there is nothing to be sure of. In many ways, thie i=s a prainful

realfzation that so much of what we were sure of has been swept away by the

winds of change.

This is a tremendous theme for the New Year.

Two idag will be sufficient this morning. First, things that are changing

- that are passing. Secdnd, things that remain - that are established.

1. THINGS THAT.ARE, CHANGINC
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We look ahout us and we discover that there are many things that are changing.
There are some people who feel that the celel;x:qg;,on MW}: about the
only Holiday that has noMé;! on our calendar. Someone spoke in reference
to this saying in the natiopal observance, we'd better strip the nages of all the
others, and just give them ngb_ira. And say what are you going to do on number
so and so. The same thing as number 4. Or wasn't that a great time we had in
1970 over number 8.

Lhristmas )- obviously is ruined. People dggad it. People complain about it.

Many people spend too much mopey on it. Conefg‘uutm killed it,



se the polftictans have taken all of that
‘the politfcians anymore. So that is

Columbys, as received a black eye because people of intellect say that
Columbus really didn't discover this land. That he went off somewhere else.

Veteran's has heen done in by Vietnam. And that has been changed from
Novu:bcr until October. How in the world can_mj:my Holiday that even

Whas always been special - and now it has taken a nose-dive

because you can't have fireworks anymore. 32Because of the mob scenes at fireworks

displays.

i i i it anaiiiibbbdi

h‘_w vandwsn has killed that. And now cities are going about out~-

lawing that little bit of Holiday that is enjoyed by children.

HM all the states can’t-agree whether to celebrate Lincoln's

Birthday or not.

New Year's vhat an awful day by the definition. Many old characters

are still hanging around after New Year s Fve.
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One thing to be sure of - there is nothing to be sure of.
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There is the passing on of so my’"ihd so much in the institution, in persom,

even in truth, in dreams that have gone by the way.

And what we thought we were sure of is being swept away. M

shaking the foundation of the earth indicating the removal of what is shsking.
M

——"

As of what has been made in order that what cannot be shaken, mav remain.

The problem we have is of seeing all of these things go. We are frustrated
in every direction. Tt 1s difficult for us to even see that anything i1s going

to remain.

Like th d yerhf - we say I.re often throw out tbe__hh;}wlth the bath water.

We fail to diacem between the tw People don't know whether to throw out the

stale water or whether to get rid of the baby.

On the other hand, some people deceive themselves by trying to hold on to
something long after it is gone. Yow {t is ridfculous to try and hang on to
something that vou don't have anyrore. Too many, too often cling desperately

to that which is already gone.

IM. And there is no need to hang on to that. We may have thought

we were secure in it — but those events are gone.



~ rea g are n uobyionET : ‘can't Ve see through a glass

~ darkly. Ve know so much. And vet on the other hand, ve know so little. Our

llﬁsﬁ ia so imperfect and our prophesy is so imperfect in the 9th verse.

We_know $o puch and yet so little. We know our children - they are marked by

us, And in some cases, they are less than we would hope for. And in some cases,
they are far more than we would wish for. Ve can anticipate their requests, their
words, and their actions. And yet we know so little of what they will do. Ve
can hope, we can pray, we can trust. But we do not know, We know one thing, that

they will make a choice.

N’or‘we know what we will bg or what shape we will be in 10 vears.fxom pow.

.:b_zgrs. 1 year. Could you have predicted the things in your life today - say, 10
years ago. 1966. or 1967. 1If so, don't count on it the next time. You see

through a glass darkly. Vhich things are changing.

érophesies}com to an end. (Tonso-eg comes to an end. @w

to an end. All that is partial comes to an end. i
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JI. THINGS THAT REMAIM _ V.$13 >

The Scri/p;_u.u says, so these r7main. So these ab&th. What then do we

affirm in the face of all the changes that we have noted., Paul says, there remains
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thy are these things abiding because they

sp in the nature of the eternal one. And this group of things summarizes

& First, rmim There is really nothing, as one great theologian said

which is true or beautifnl or good - makes eomplece sense. W-.

history, therefore, we must be sayed by :ai.th.

Faith is g}. That holds when all other things are fading. Faith is the
eternal purpose in that you hgve confidence that one day you will know what you
do not know today.

Faith means living with confiden;:e - claiming that which is good. Praising
the Saviour.

Faith meets all the realities of life. The discouseging moments, the

disappointing moments, etc.

EM expressed one of the fundamental principles of victorious

W\
living when he said - if thon hear the cross, it will soon bear zou.’/ And that
has been proved aw and again in life. That really is the big secret of life.

VWhen a man goes through life with the hard l_:ak he has - he 1@.&0—9‘“‘-9&.

the truth of faith, And the cross bears those who bear the cross.

t/ V4
On one occuion,‘iq:ly said - Tim. 4:7, I have kept E‘L—e faith.s Those

-
words came near to the end probably at the last letter he ever wrote. As he was

f;
:
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{ lodtom prison cell-emd-executed. He was w

telling him to stand firm always. Fold true to the course. Endure the afflictions.

lovlp an old man, Paul can look back and see many times when he is tempted to give
up. Day by day, the hard experiences - he kept the faith.  Te mentioned that
@hath forgaken me. Alexander the,'&;gﬁrsm;u’ d1d_me much evil. Yo man stood
nooe & d—-ﬁ

A
with me but inspite of everything, he is not afraid. He says, W
Chapter 4:17. And at the end v, when the going is roughest, we see that

o 4

the faith he kept - kept him. Now every person who attains greatness has had to
fight temptation. Many, maybe most of us - the temptations have been extreme.

From time to time we are tempted to give up and quit. Tn fact, most of us have
given up at times. Not many can look back over all the experiences of life and say
with St. Paul, T have kept the faith. There have been times when we have not been
at our best. Of those times we ar d. But thank Cod, we can also look back
upon times when we did keep the faith., Those times we are very proud of. The
faith we kept - is keeping us. The cross we bore is now bearing us, Put sometimes
it seems impossible to keep the faith. the past vigtories we have won.
But a new crisis keeps coming up. Life may hurt us. Strong forces try to hold

say that the great Sequoia trees in California was a small

seedling 271 years beforg Lhrist.was horn. And 516 yearsg later, it was severely

damaged in a forest fire. Put nature hegan to repair the damage. Though it was

hurt, the tree kept living and growing. And a 100 years later, the scar caused
I

by the fire was completely covered. Tn later vears, two other fires damaged

the tree. Put nature worked to heal those also. And they studied one of those

giant trees that they cut down.

tEifE has power to hssl. The hurts that are deep. Temptations that are

powerful. When you keep the _f_gt.h. Mme of the great expressions of fafth i=s

seen in the story of th@ho touched th@em of his garment.\ Twelve years

she had been ei}&- wanting to he well. Instead of resigning herself to sickness -
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In our con s, and in our superstitions and in our world that things are

passing away - we need to know that here is one thing that remains. And that is

faith. On one occasion, Jesus said that he could do no mighty works because of

the unbelief of the people in his own hometown.

Fasgitysaid, feaximigpne, fafeh Ibsrates

Fear paraluyzes, faith eup?!ra
Fear disheartgns, faith enctplragea

And most of all, fear puts hopglessngss in the heart of life

¥hile faith rej«?ces in its Ged.

W

The poet said, when we have exhsusted our store of endurance, when our
Q——7

strength has failed. FEra the day is Mlg’ done, vl\e we have ;;ached the end

of our horded resources - our fg;ngr g full givinglhas only begun. '
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Ve liw hope. As one great man has said, nothing that is worth doing can
fares file
be achieved in a lifetime. ’Paul said, hope is going to remain. Our pg;j.mme b~ do 2
MM‘Q'

or rather, our impatience gives us away. If we achieve what we are living for,

then it wasn't worthy in the first place. The only reality worthy of being our
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ﬁw&m, are those we camnot achfeve. We can experience them, taste them,

; \ uuhmu light.

We live by hope because it gives us a large enough and a lasting enough challenge
#‘7 —-

and enough purpose. Only when we spend our lives for something that outlasts them
_———-—.-V

is it worthwhile to fulfill it.

Fope 1is faith toward the futg%, It is bel_ie_v;i_gg.nhn.w,ﬂl be

differept from today. And that is good. It is believing that God has an unfolding

purpose for my life. That we have yet to see,

Hope is not wishing that things would stay as they ar;. But hope means

putting your life in the mainstream of things. For the use of Cod in his purpose.

For a good illustration of this, you might turn to d read the account
/g
of Paul and the éiEck} In that 20th verse it said,/when neither sun nor stars
—— >

in many days appeared, and no small tempest lay on us = a that we should he
; 5! W hegs

saved was then taken away.', What a predictament for men to be in. The dangers of
the qui::}:)md, of the ship breaking up, and Paul said all hope had heen taken from

those men.

Now, he knew what he was talking about when he said -~ faith and hope remain.

7
In that same experience—. stood forth in the midst and said sirs, if you

will harken unto me. Mot one man will lose his life. Bg:__;hg,ah.{&was going to
e .
be lost. The_Wthis night an angel of God. I serve. Saying fear not
RSar A 4

to Paul. Cod hath given thee all them that sail with thee. Fo_g_}__lggj.yve God,

i ;
that it will be even as it was told me, That is real hope.




s ";t‘a’clodﬂt part of the chapter says, and so it came to pass that they
esc “m safe to land. Fven in the darkest hour, Paul says, there remains

III.__JOVE ABIDES AND REMAINS

There is nothing we do, however virtuous we may be., But we can really
accomplish in our oyp _power and in our own strength. I think in the words of
the Apostle Paul - the greatest of these is love. Now love is embodied in Jesus

Christ, And this is embodied in Cod who loved us.

Iwmt coming down to be with us, Taking part in our lives.
o " — w\——-—v

That one who lays down his life for another. And Paul says the greatest of these

is love.

Now there have been some people who have tried to live their lives along other

lines. They go their own way. And their own way leads to a dead end.

Change and decay all around T see
Oh, thou, who chgggest.pot, abide with me,

A~

What a marvelous line.

(Lord, thou who has been our dwelling place in all generations. BEefore the
_‘v

\/ mountsins were brought forth, For thou has formed the earth and the world.
- )

From everlasting to everlasting - thou grt Cod. Psalm 90:2.

In view of change and decay, these things remain.




- again ® that Indiar About the love
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hat vas irresistable in his life. (ﬁadlm Sundar w}u converted.

| ity. His parents could not get him to give ft up. They finally

him to leave the house. The first night in the wilderness he writes, I

' nothing but the clothes on my back and a New Testament. T spent that night

mder a tree shiver v gry. But T rememher the wonderful joy and peace
in my heart. The presence of my saviour. T held my New Tegfament in my hand

-~ it was my first night in Heaven.

Once that gregt _pan was traveling with a guide in the Mimalayas. And was

&

caught in aélizza He stumbled over g man almost dead, covered with snow.

y A e,

The Wouraged Singh to leave the man and to try to rescue him would
endanger their own safety. ' The guide felt they must head for shelter with all

haste.

The gu!f’e)_t_q:ried ahead. Sinﬁh stazt_».d hehind in an effort to rescue the

dying man., FHe li-f't_gg__hjm on his shoulder and battled the storm, With the

for shelter. Suddenly Singh stumbled over a frozen bw and it was the guide.

Singh's body had been kept warm byl&éﬁe&g@s&} And therefore his life

’, was saved. But his@nfaumg love for othera) would not let hin pgss by a dvine
-M — ST
? man, without making an effort to save him.

Lad N

» Je;;us asked P'E‘,“W‘ Lovest

thou Be.. And each time, Peter responded. Jesus said, feed my lambs, Feed my

sheep.

I 1like to think that Jesus was saying to geter@tm really love me,

‘ actias 1f you do.

-
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extra burden. Just before darkness, Singh saw the mouth of a gave ahead. A place

sk b oialss
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