"THINGS WE HAVE IN COMMON"

Exodus 3:7-8

I have surely seen the affliction of my people who are in Egypt. And I have
—_— 7 —

i heir cry because of their taskmasters. For I am aware of their
given heed to t Ty L,

suffering. So I have come down to deliver them from the power of the Egyptians.
______——-__7-

And to bring them up from that land to a good and spacious land -- the land flowing

—

le

with milk and honey. When God appeared to @, he said, I know your SOTYOWS.
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He knows it because he is certain., It is an unlimited knowledge which God has of
B VvV

all of the sorrows, of the heart. Now this sorrow, may have been long continued.

Deeply oppressed, widely experienced. Butand says_to’Mgaes, Ir,},c;r;ow

for certain your common afflictions. I know what you have in common,
oy

Andénother thing) when God came down, he said I am going to help ypu. He
’ ___,_,9" » j;?

delights in helping. 1 am going to deliger. Now this is a form of human speech.

1 am going to bri_n_g_mw_&?and - a large and a good land - flowing with
6'111( and honey)

\

This is going to be the inheritance of the church. And God said to Moses I_have

seen all of the things that yogw_cgm@. After reading tha one cannot

help but think -(just' what do we have in common., What things are there today in the

S

midst of all who are here - that you have in common.

We all - we might be able toof the things that we have in common,

For one thing, we all have weight\]problems. We have this in common. Some people are
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worried because they have too much of it. Others are worried, because they would
mv

like to put a little more on.
—
We all have J:eachproblem. That is everywhere. That is common with man.

We all have a[}&dgemen%]problem. This is in common - we'll all face the
judgement. The end of the world is something we have in common - we are all moving

toward that.

The Gospel is something that we have in common,

A};;nscienc;?zis another thing that all of us have in common, Whether we are

young or whether we are old - a man or a woman, we all have a conscience.
— —~

Today we haver;;is;z;n common. Did you know thatQﬁﬁiijJLlem%;y age., Every

where you go_there is noise. You get out on the street or highways, wherever you go,
—

there is a loud, {Bgd noise. I was standing in a store the other day listening to

wo NEg;§>women talk about the situation of noise. They were talking without being

embarrassed about anybody hearing it. And she was talking about her daughter, she

said, my daughter is rgig;ng_hgx,g;rs. And there is nothing that I ¢ about it.
She says, you know you get in the And she has that @l tuned into a rock

station, and she says, the in the car areHCg_g_iﬁ’g liimﬂl And she

demonstrgted with her hands. How they were moving. Finally, she said, we got her a

/
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head phone, And she can ?EEE_EﬁE;EEEjearS' So she sits around with a set of head

phones and listens to noise. Noise, this is something that we have in common. What
= oo . i i . . o .
does Henry K1551nger§§?hz1115 Dllleﬁf/ﬁ;;;;jfand you mlgbt 1nglg§972§;fse1Y - have in

common.

er taken a real 1907k at Henry Kissinge/lle is s&t, he is very

stout. His hair is cut very close to his head. He is always wearing dark-ri d

779 ur is 2 Ty y g imme

glasses. And has a dark suit on. And his voice is very deep and he speaks in a
7 - ==

monotoggﬂ And gives you the appearance of being a great scholar.”Being a man of

great, keen intellect. And he knows how to relate to great leaders in our world.
— T — - e

Now consider, Phyllis 0111e§z/ She looks like an accident - going somewhere to
.__.—-——-7
happen. Her hair always appears to have been pressed recently, by a hot iron, If
you were to meet her in the dark, you would probably have a heart attack.
= e e

On the surface these people = K1551nger{ Dllqu/are different as winter and

summer or day or night. - they have one thin They have
that which is in common with you and w1th!Moses) they_hgngng%;g4§€; love and to
be loveQA/ That's the same need Mgses had. The ditch dlgger out here on the high-

—

way, needs that. The man who drives a th:gah out here on the streets - up and

down the streets of this city needs that. The person who works in the shop - that

is his basic need. To love and to be loved.
i asic nee

Eo?ﬂ came dog to Moses - the people of God and he said, we are going to begin
you have to love and to be

i at
Mure And I am going to meet that need th

J,




loved.
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Now mark this down, God?cannot meet that need if you are unwilling for him to
: = :

meet it. In théiﬁgéléégggéggb, the book of Mark, Chapter 12, Verses 37 and 38 -

we find that the common people heard him gladly, Who were the common people, What

did they have in common., They were largely sheep without a shepherd, They were
Vv
people who needed God. Now, it was not just poor people, wealthy people, working
people, but the whole of humanity. And the Scripture says they heard him gladly.
e e
The Gospel of Jesus Christ was made for man - and they received it - becaus(iéféus)

treated them fairly. He respected people. He spoke to them very p{g}nly. He talked

to them just as individuals., And he had great sympathy for them. His heart was
g

in what he had to say. And this is powerful language. And because of his teaching,

he knew what was in man, and his words were abundantly fitted to meet man's need,

He knew that there was sin in man - but he knew that the Gospel would absolutely fill
that need. And Jesus spoke with authority. And no wonder these common people heard

him gladly and they cried out - Hosanna.

Now let us see what ouﬂgggggjreally is saying to us.

I. A UNIVERSAL FACT

If there is one fact in all of thi i i i
this unlverse,(:ilighfhat all/men have%one basigg

i ,
need;gé%o love and to be loved.é/

little giri sitting on the floor playing with hercggiiéi?

I read the story about a
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After a time, she put the doll down, and crawled into her mother's lap. ler mother

asked what)was wrong - the child replied. I enjoy loving my doll put)my doll does
Vv - il; —

not love me back.

I really think that{God/has so created us that we find ultimate meaning and we
e ‘V — 7
are able to love and to be loved.

— ——

Let me say that if you are going to bq:égzg\to cope with life, you must have

this universal need met.

7
@if this need is not met./ Well, men resort to all kind of strange and

harmful behavior. You remember.&é%i Gilmore) - the mass murderer - in the Utah
— — %

State Prison thqg,was'ékécuted. In the trial, Gilmore informed the world that he

<:;anted tdfaié§ Well, several Doctors interviewed him. And they said it was the

truth - that he was announcing that he wanted to die. They contended that the

attention of the news and the media made him feel important. T. V. cameras took
> =N

his picture. Newspapers put his face across the first page. And in some sort of

way, Gilmore said, why this is the love that I have been looking for.

f;> As d(chil » Gilmore wag_gg%;gg. He grew up believing that I'm(not/ o.k. And this

causes him to look at other people and say, you are not o.k. either, There is something

wrong with you. Even in killing, he was trying to fulfill that need in his life. He'd

kill a person and he £éi€’important. This way he was getting the attention of others.

His experience reminds us that the greatest or love - when it is not met, the

—

Devil can enter in and twist the mind and cause it to be sick.
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Take anothen<§;lustrati££) for example, of the 21 American prisoners in ggzna

after the @ Conflict who decided not to come home. They were evenly divided

between the white and the black. Their I. Q. ranged from 95-145. The men were from
——‘7

all sections of the United States. A few of them had been reared in }_)_tﬂrg_%_ty. A few
7

had a w_ggl_th)z_h};kground. Most of them were m'i_dg_lg;c_l;ss folks. However, in the
research that was done on this group of men, do you know /they had one’t-h_izg] in common,

That one thing was this -- they were from brok » Could it be that these men

were easily brain-washed because the great basic need for love had never been met in

—— e

their personal lives.

Some years back in a@on P, O, W, - it was about a P, 0. W, who gcracked under

e e

the investigation of the enemy. His capturers discovered that he felt his father had
& —

never loved him., His father was a stern military man who did not believe in an open
R

i f ion. i i i d a disturbed young man.
display of affection. The demanding, unyielding (fathej reare ?__15 urbed young

Once the enemy exposed his empg_xless - why the young man became like putty in their

hands.

T
Dear éri@s, we do ourselves - we do our family - we do our loved ones a grave
injustice when we do not believe in open (dis affection) This is a universal

act of Qasic}need. Gilmore did not get it - and he could not cope with life.

—7

'the need for love is fulfilled - why you can .with almost anything. I
v, L7
think one of the @ modern stories today on this - is ‘éorey Tin Boom( Because
her family protected Jews—in llolland during World War II - Tin Boom family was subject
: o —_—
to harsh treatment by thf Nazi's) Corey and her sister were sent to (concentrat?l?ﬁi}
“’——-—’LV- ‘ .
camp. But even there - their story was one of victory. Ministering to those around
/'/ —

-
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them - they were able to bring the light of God into the depths of Hell. Because of

the great love they had experienced within their family - and their abiding faith in
g Y Xp e

God's love - they were able to cope where others gave up in despair. No

sist_en the camp. Corey was spared and continued to give great witness to

S S

God's love. You remember, some of you have seen her on T. V. Some of you have seen

—
the , produced about her life.

A great deal has been written about men who have survived prison terms, days of
war, our prisoners who were locked-in. One common thing continues to appear. That
through all of this ordeal, many of them said they were loved by their families and by
God., And that gave them courage to live., Love is a powerful course. When a man

walks within its walls - he finds courage to conquor,

Now I have said that here is a universal fact - that every man needs love.

I1I. FOUNTAINS FOR FULFILLING THIS NEED

s

Now, I've stated that it is universal- we need it. But now where can this need

be met, <ﬁ£;;§ can we get this love and be loved. Where can we fulfill this basic
= 7 d e

need.

o

I have not time to phantom all of these but I want to say that one place is God's

love,

—
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Second, a loving family.

—

Third, loving friends.

Now a ﬁ;;;;;>can probably make %; in life when he(only has one level being

-
met, However, when one is loved in all three of these places in which we have
V

mentioned - he can experience the highest and the best,

Now there is no way that I can determine(igaéyour family is going to treat you,
s i —
I can say to you this, with deep assurance, that you are deeply loved by God., The

oclaims that God is 10\5. I John 4. The Scriptures go farther and say,

in that this is love, not that we love God, but that He loved us and sent his son

to be the propitiation- that his mercy seat for our sins.( I John 4:10.

We all remember\Luke 15 - the Qarableé in which God's love for us is strqisped.

(jégigJesuq/QZE\asked(§£§>he associated with sinners, he gave these beautiful

Parables,

Firsffﬁhe described th{ Sﬁepheré} Searching for a lost sheeg. He reminded them

and he reminds us, that God is the lleavenly Shepherd who is always seeking us.
= :

Second, he told of €i§f§22%>receiving a rebellious son. Who had wasted his life

-
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in sinful living. Now this was his way of reminding us that God's love is extended

toward sinners.

/_ﬂ
Many years ago, was trying to measure the“uncharted _s'eag'). Each time

he threw out his llne - he was unable to touch the bottom of the ocean. With every

cast of the line - he would

in the depth chart it is deeper than that.

Now if we were going to say something like that today, we can say thatgod's lovg

- it is deeper than we can ever understand, For God so loved the world that he gave

his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him, should not perlsh but have

everlasting life.

Wting this love is going to be met in your home and

yourEamil? And it is going to be met by your friends,

And then(another place where love is a real fountain, and this need can be
\ j B
met is in thTo love and to be loved - is the\function)of God's people.

God's understanding of man and his great need. Is that he has sought him through

his son and through his church.

Men and women)everywhere to turn to the churc? and hear that they can find
: = :
love. A oung wom wandered away from the church if_bad companb and had gone into

the igm:l;s of despair. She said I am gwﬂetmng despg€ate. I'11 get

—

drunk, commit suicide, or go to church. Then in a serious moment, she said, why did I

f L >— -
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say I'1l go to church. That is exactly what I'll do. Once I went to church. And I

——

fed my soul and my mind on the great thoughts of God. I had peace. So she went to
_____e————-—;;’

church the next Sunday. Listened to théfgg;ig and the Woxrd of God. And she was
- ¥

captured. She went out n3; to suicide but to commit her ways unto the Lord. The

church is the place where peopqu%@gsfé§p with God's people.

@ did(Jesus) say was the@reatest commandmenb You shall love your Lord your

God with all your heart, and with all your soul, with all your mind. This is the

greatest and the foremost Commandment.

And he said, thegéiiigijfijfggzgt. You shall love your neig%bor as yourself,

Matt. 22:37-39,

By loving God and being loved by Him, we find the fountain and the resource
— v

to love ourselves and to lgﬁ_g}hers. And Jesus sai all men shall know

.—-—7‘

that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another. John 13:35. The Bible
- L o —_—————

says, as believers, we are the body of Christ. And the way we express and this body

works - it is through love.

You remember that in the 01d Testament abo When she said,
entreat me not to leave Thee, or to turn away from following after Thee. (EEE_Eggngan____m.

Thou goest, I will go. ) That was the most wonderful | any person had ever made,
o |
Now I have used that sometimes while performing a ring ceremony. And it is a

R

tremendous decision that Ruth made.
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Listen to her - entreat me not to leave Thee. Or to turn away from following
V"

4
after Thee. For where Thou goest, I will go. Isn't that wonderful. She says,

-

(don't)tell me to go back., Where you will go - I will go. I am going with you.

I have made a decision like that - I will go. And where thou lod , I will lodge.
_—V

And now, I am not using you as a past to get into the .land or to get out of this

land. I am going to stay with you - you can count on me., I'll live with you. And
. e ==

Thy people shall be my people.
My, @mt a decision.)

@iiii your people - may not accept me. But I am going to accept them. They
are God's people. And become a child of God, you have to God's people.
Sulluhorbocdl® o <z ks

Some_of them are not so lovely. And some are more lovely than others. But you have to

love God's people. And said - your people are going to be my people now., And
—

your God my God.

ller decision was a@ecision for God.) What she was saying was - where Thou
HeSEeRes

diest, will I diey And there will I be buried.? When@_went @Bught
e ————— -

that was practically nothing. mean to us today. And then a little

research helped me to understand. It meant everything to an@. And it reveals

to me some great instruction because every Israelite wanted to be@ in that land.

- -~
Qbraham wanted to be buriedﬁi}l that land because@llgi_pxumj?ed him that land.

way down in Egypt said - don't you bury me down here among these mummies. You take me
- h | 9’

up and bury me with my Fathers. Gen. 47. took an oath that he would bury his

father and there was hope.
_—— e
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@ot a different hope, you've got a diffefpnt hope. The Lord Jesus said,

I go to prepare a place for you, And if I go and prepare a place, I will come again
3 v

and receive you unto myself.

You remember whe@p\h, before he died, said be sure now when you come up out

of Eggt - that you G:ake my bones)
3 R

@kw and who told her that. Why, it was the amilyﬁof(ﬁ_;imel@
that had instructed her. And she said,, there I will be buried.

For that is my hope. I have that hope too, she said, but someday I will be raised

in that land. What a marvelous thing and what a pledge, Isn't that glorious - that

her love was so deep and moving - that she wanted to be in that il:and of honey on the

day of that resurrg;]:éign.; And the two of them went and came to Bethlehem and people
looked at Naomi and they said - is tha She _is so changed. They actually

did not recognize her. This woman had paid a tremendous price. She had ry
— 7

one that she loved. Her 5357 her htg.l%d. But now she was returning with a little

foreign girl that loved her. She went away full, but she is coming back empty - they
said, Now I do not know much about what is full. But I know a lot about what is

empty. And it was along the way that this woman's life had been emptied. But when

she came back,( she had t]l@of ;Ruth) And she had the_d. And what a

wonderful story and illustration., We have some @ings in commo@

Years ago i@ a youngwas walking along through the on his way

to church, He had been walking a long way. He was only half-way to the church.

He stopped under the shelter of the doorway and a stranger asked him
shelte ger as , Saere Jare y

going-—my boy. Oh, he said,(_Iéam on the way to Mr, Moody's cht_{g:.h. Realizing that

the young boy had passed a number of churches, and would pass some other churches, to



-13-

reach Moody's church. The stranger said, why are you so willing to walk so far.
=y

The boy's response was {Lflassic>

4 v
Because they really know how to a fellow down there.
A il e ot —_—

Tha@ boy had a need. And the need was for love. And thef Christ
v
at the where Moody preached, Knew how to meet that very basic need.

2

\\ . . . . .
awrence Riley, who wasm old, who lived in Amery, Miss, Before he retired

he was an associate Pastor of a large Baptist Church, up in central Miss., He decided
'-___—_____._—-—__—ﬁ
to develop the mig%;try. He picked out several nursing homes in the area. lle visited
_'—__‘_——-—--.‘)

them weekly. He'd go in, talk to the folks, read some Scripture. Have a prayer, and

in one home was a@ Who had f;ot spok@} to anyone for several years. Her children
A £ ~

and the administrator of the nursing home said she had(lost her mirﬁ

—

She spent her days lying in bed. Staring blankly. Brother Riley, always made a
point to stop in her room and visit. Like others before, he would talk. But he would

not get a response. This went on for several years. One day while sitting in her

room by the bed, Brother Riley decided he would dg”something different; Instead of

//
talking to her - he said, I believe I'IE singqj’#

1 #
lle began to sing - Jesus loves me, this I know, for the Bible tells me so, I
Go 2ered e 15 S0, |

the middle of his singing, the éady)‘ turned to Brother Riley, put her d

his@ and said, Brother Riley, I know Jesus loves me. Because you do.
— —_—7 ’LLW
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The dear lady was not insane - just needed t
— 7

) is the of every person here.

—— In the bEEMl_Of_LhLE created First, he createdg man. And

God in his own words said, it is not good for this man to live here_:glone. He

created a wife.

’______,..-L

God's next declaration was - you two be fruitful now and multiply, so that
[ —~ N

there will be. For those you produce and for me,

- \'lzml.‘_ﬂ_;ﬁl)- the old ma 1, had spent many days in prison. And he was writing

effort to come to me soonB Paul needed some

to young TiéLng;_hy. And he said, (make eve : .

1

of that love.

When people love, their lives are changed. And God is glorified. And Heaven

is richer because you have found your way into the Kingdom.



