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"THIS IS A GREAT MYSTERY"

Eph. 5:31-33
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to “of the churches, The “of thegpanuscript that we have, when the New

Testament was eritten on the address. In this
letter that Wof (WSt and the clummeh, Paul disgusses two important

r of the book. If ye have heard of the

mysteries. One of them in the

dM’ i he guasemedm@es, which j

he made known unto you the mystery.

given me to you ward, how that by revelation

whatsdees uystery ean-tooyoud It is W’c of a saying. In which a situﬁtion
develops tha@ We say we d@erstand
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The word in the W has a meaning like this. It is am
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mlaw here is that the dispensation of the grace of God given

to him by revelation that was made known - the myw - namely that
and of the f partakers of the promise of

Christ by the Gosnel.

- Th&gys teryd
created a new thing, a new body. And it should be composed oéw and Genti}'

Bond and free, cale and fema‘a@ and youna

d - but that there should be




It would be a living organism.
e

Jer%iah and Isaiah, they did mthis all to gether.

Because in the 01d Testament, there was e, church.,

Now Paul vows that the church is a wsterr. It is a sem
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of God until it was revealed to his Apostles. The church is a New Testament creation.

It is somethinﬁ Hot iﬁieiiig during the 0ld Co;enaii‘ of the Old Testament. But

it is a secret that was revealed to the Apostles - that is the mystery that Paul

speaks of in the letter of the Ephesians.

Theether m;steahat Paul speaks about here - concerns it‘ature’ This is

a great mystery. But he says, I speak concerning Chris% and his_Ewrghl What is
that t tery. ‘f. back t k of G i'iz- d th atio
at great mystery. Now 1 @ joes bac o the book o enes an e creation

of Eve, laving sighted it and gc.\ted from it, he says that is a mystery. That is
a revealed mystery in the creation of a pew instiiiﬂon. He takes this contrast and

says in application - the creation of a new institution - the CW.

Gen. 2:21 - Says and the Lord God caused a deep slw. And
B b

he slept. And he took one of hism Now, translators tell us that that is a

strange translation. Because they say, usuallz the Hebrew word translated here -

is ordinarily the word fo!idc) It is not usually rib.
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Somebody thinglx said that when God created woman - he took a cheaa cut,
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But here it is uW in the O0ld Testament - the@that word,
Like the side of tlw The side of the tﬂgﬁacle. The side of the temPle.

The side of them And vet here, the translation is - he took one of the
ribs. It is W&myWsc in the Bible. Now why they chose
to translate rib here - no one really understands. 'I'hehould be, and
@:ook out of the side of Adam and closed up the flesh, instead thereof in the
side - which the Lord God had taken from man and made thee a woman. And W
her unto the mag. And Adam said, this is now‘n&of my We, f%of my %h,
she shall be called woman. Because she was taken out of man. Therefore, shall a
man leave his father and his mother - and cleave unto his wife. And they shall be
one flesh. And then in this passage of Scripture - Paul adds, these words -- this

is a great mystery that I sBeak concerning Christ and the church.

I think the first thing that we fix in our minds - is the OW

ﬂ@ok out of the side of Adam and made the woman. And she was born from the
3 AR

wound or the W.r of Adam.

Now themen out of suffering and sorrow. And tlw, and the

Scar, he I@d Jesus, We were born in his redem-ptive Eriﬁe' The mystery of our

origin is out of suffering. And the death of our Lord, and the scar of Eis side.

As you think of that - it is not an astgpilkdkmdaiahgesent - that out of the
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indescribeable sufferings of Christ, should be born the holy institution of the church.

Ws the fundamental 1W of all of civilization. And P'%

this in the aﬁ ﬁin of thi ihiiii»h GWand brought her unto man. Gotmmmtdas,
That is We. In Gen. 2:24 - therefore shall aW and his mother,

and shall cleave to his wife. And they shall be W That is marriage. Gen. 1:28
- God said, Wand multiply and replenish the earth. Adam and Eve was his

wife and she CW And said, I have gotten a man. Gen. 4:1. (F=ES 1
k his wife, and she conceived and bear him, &Rech. Gen, 4:17. And W

wife again, and she conceived again and bear a son, and called his RilGemaddde Gen. 4:25.

Was born a son kagss Gen. 4:26. There was marr'ye, childin, grandchildren.

And civilization was underway. This is Qreat m@

e diﬁress for just a moment to talk abdlit Poss-l—q.l Marriage in the United

States comes in a variety of packages. Sometimes 1t isn't a marriage at all. Just an

arrangement.,

The 1980 Census Takers created these sy&bols - Poss-1-q. Which spells out -
fop e

persons of opposite sex sharing living quarte? And it is pronounced Poss-1-q.
c R

Now Jack Smith of the L Angeles Times columnists called that to our attention.
— ekt

Some of his readers played around with words and verse - and they RllSaLp with a little
song. According to Mr. Smith @if ; DT suggestions -ahe miﬁht

introduce her Saughter's live-in friend. The Ra}bi suggeste€n-in—law.
o
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Now Wuggested this Poss-1-q - whether it is a long or a short

duration. The Bible tW' Yet, for a ive-in and n

mad its origin when God took a woman and gave him
unto man. You remember, fP_r. 2i000 zears ;hg Jewi' ih Silture @ve thanks in

his prayers every morning that he was not a Ge ile, a slive, or a wow. She was
looked on as a thing, And if she did not W - she oversalted the
dinner, or appeared in public with her head uncovered - or if she was troublesome
to him or quarrellsome. He could give her the dowery back and write out a piece

of paper - that he was done with her.

We know that \w things were even worse. Andn this passage of
e N

Scripture - tal&s about wives submitting, to their own husbands. As to their own

bodies. So herein lies a great mystery. The the origin

of the church, of the Lord Jesus Christ., And the mzsteg came about because of the
death of Christ. Now if we look at all of the other movements, and religions of the

world, etc,

‘ We look at Buddha., He was called the enlightened one. He died in 483 Bw Ga
o
At the age of 80. He was traveling Northeast of the sacred city of the Hindus. Having
eaten a large meal of pork, he fell violently ill and died. Now the leaders burned

his body in noble honor,

o i In 478 B. C. Confucius died at the age of 72. He became ill, went to bed, layed
A T
there for about seven days - and died. Neither one believed in God. Neither one

believed in prayer. And he was buried in Shantung with honor and reverence.

In 632 A. D. Mohammed became sick with headaches and fever - he died in his bed
PRIV e ’
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He was buried in Medina. A sacred spot to the Islamic worshipper outside of Mecca.
And if you look at these deaths - the death of Buddha and Confucius and the Islam

leader - there is no instance of redemption, grace, or mystery there.

But the crucifi' 3igg, and the agony of our Saﬁ' oIth different. It was set

apart. Out of this was born a new people, Who had suffered fromthe scar of his
side and there was born the church. Now this is the great mystery that I speak -

concerning Christ and His church.

II. THE MYSTERY OF NATURE

Now when you think about the mystery of the-church - it is a mystery in nature.

The Lord Ggdeipokeduevensaidmofeismeneation, and there was not found anything or

apyons who was really sykbablésfoteddaiim And the Lord God said, it ism
man to be alone. I will make him a help-meet. _Gen. 2:18. Somebody suitable or
b fosi = st et

fitted for him.

And the Lord God@ 1 of his creation in the living world.

Psh, fsvl, beﬁts, and Adam named them all.

And then (ol iadagie- but for Adam, there vas ng okt
So the Lord God made for Adam a help-meet. A comBWi'w - a W, and brought

her to him.
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There is ypnethinsmsboumiTFENNg, the fomiine thijismmmetemymmITSEATEC
In the liosteesklboymtien there is a little old gigggle of a house where REnkGiiainaseddy
wanby wrote arling, Nellie Grg Now the old house has been restored, and they have
W

brought back some old fum’ ture and antiques., When Hanby was a theological student

in 1856, he read in the newspaper tf Nellie Grey. It was a {Ke

e L

- torn away from the arms of her beiW‘ﬁi@e she was worth $7§g| to a plantation

owner in Georgia.

tuck

Now the story of that left a 13.Won on this young man. And his

thoughts overflowed as he walked home one night. The tune Nellie Grey was formed.

The worW were copyrighted June 17’I 1§5ﬁ Now very soon, the song became

a great fayorite in the country. And it helped to std things about slavery.
Ny tkalip

q to the man who wrote it - the guthor. But to the

The S Qi
pT it served a powerful instrument. And they receivw They told

him - you have the f and we have the mfey. And that balances the account.

The young man was only.<? when Nellie Grey was published. He was not discouraged

in his failure to reap material reward. But he gWy and he wrote

several other popu songs. Like LW Olgubluady. And he was known

as an athlete and gentleman and he died @,‘ﬁ At the beginning

be a brilliant musical career.

But the thing that I want t out is - the mystery and theof this

thing. Ile could not stand to see&llie Gr SWY. And that's something that
=R
we think that Paul had in mind here - in here. When he was talking about God

of the man in the firﬁ B%ice. That when the Lord finished the g}g:s,

the lleavens, and all of this hazy\rork - the Mi;l; Way. And here was man made in his own
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image and likeness, and then the WOILZRe Was made out of his sgee. And that was a

creation of mystery to help him.

There is something there that we respond to in Nellie Gres. The nature of
it. IW. There is a s— a bml, her w‘ied.
And her father was rearing her. The fﬂgr said that many times he would wake up
in the mWht, and there sth, as close as she
could get - was this little girl. In her little willlte Redghdbgayn and her flowing

hair over her shoulders. Standing there in the dark - for the d?s and the nigys

were allegdike to her. She just wagted to ‘@

It is w‘e - and I will make him a help-meet for him.

And out of his side, he created the woman, and Jhigught her to the man and said - this
is now bone of my bone, fleghlbmiinfdesitymbimedens, This is a gresmamyseery but I
speak, Paul says, coneemnsiguhaist and his church.

Now we have the same nature as our Lord - he took this beautiful and eloquent
passage, in llebrews 2 - for verily, he took not on him the nature of angels, but he
took on him the seed of Abraham. Wherefore, in all things it behooves him to be made

like unto his brethren. That he might be a merciful and a faithful high priest.
Heb, 2:16-18. W - he was made one of us, Dogieafuaumienans - he had
aWr. He gw world. The sun and its Beaty The #in and

its cold, beat upon his head., The ground yielded QEiars and thistles. His head was
crowned with thorns. He knew what it was to be RMBgIX, thirsty, and to sorrow and
hurt and bear grief. Ile was made Likge@Remafoms. e took our human nature. And he

had given us this divine nature.
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I W- and as we have born the jggge of the earthlz, we shall

also bear the image of the Hw. We should be lidk@wGh#&ist. And we shall see him

fagemt@osfaee. This ho that we live in will be bw - pl;ted. Planted in this

honor but raised in glory. Plt;anted in weakness - raised in power. Planted a mortal

body but raised a spiritual body. Whereby he gives us these exceedingly great promises.

Bone of my bone, flesh of my flesh.

@ We are members of his

body. And of his flesh, and of his bones. We are x&longer two - but we a -;m

flesh, It is the great mystery that I speak of, It is the mystery of the umnity of

There is no relationship in life comparable to that between a man and his

wife, Within the bonds they are joined together.

'Iheyw, in sorrows, in tr1Ms, in sycgess, in despadg, - they are

flesh. P i i i i i
one esh aul speaks concerning Chrif_tandj,ugpw With him, and there could

be no W}r. No Saviour, without being saved. No King without the

subjects. No shepherd without a flock. (Wn, buried with him, raised

with him, and we will triumph and be victorious with him,

Did you know this is the Wf bapLism and the LOWI‘. We are
iW' Listen, Paul says, the cup of blessing which we bless - is it

not a communion, the fW' the blood of Christ. The lwead which we break, is it

not the communion, the shipilguabetlieabedinafeCizisf. Ve, being, many are one bread.

One body, and all are partakers of that one bread.
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I Cor. 10:16-17. We are one with him, in this invisible bond. Now this is

the mystery I speak concerning the church, Paul said, of the union.

s PSSl PESTLSY

The mystery of the church - is finally the mystery of an

- we are one with him, FW But he nourishes

it, he Wit. as Chm‘ naﬁs the church. We are members of the church, we

are one body, and we are bone of his bgge. Even a Christian ought to remind himself

of this destiny. Christ nourishes the church - so every member of the body of Christ

is treasured and loved by him,

Tell me - didw in the%sw— ake these poor aw Take

- and he h?led them. Precious

theseéick people aW9 And the Scripture ,‘m

in his sight is every member of his body,

pof the crucifixion of Jesus came and saw that he was already
They had come to other crosses and broke the legs
of the first criminal - but when they came tQulesus - he was dead. They broke not his

knoweth and saith truth. That ye might believe - these things were done - that the

said, and he that sgweth their record, and his record is true, that he
= : i

Scripture might be fulfilled. A bone of his body shall not be broken. John 19135236,

Now this is a sign fulfilled in our_%:msim. The %ﬁ» There shall

beww‘ the@emhg;s. of the body of Christ, loat or broken,
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It will not, cannot, and shall not be, We are membeds of his body - and he will

nourish us and cherish us.

No wonder Paul uses i - \Ws to your own husbands.
W Christian statementm But the statement here is not

an isqlated thing here that men should.take. Paul certainly would Wd if
he took it this way. Because, he isff ge, and what it can mean, the
purpose and the guarantee to each. And who paiﬁices love. You know the word practice

. @ practices. Like Reggie Jackson pushing’_Wice. Or

practicing tennis. But here is a divine mystery. But it is a love that is
.

practiced. We have been looking at marriage and the church, in general. And this is
the business that Paul ‘bs talking about - practicing Christians. They have nothing to

practice but love. Divine love.

What a beautiful situation and what a foundation of a tremendous mystery that

Paul gives us here,

I read about aho was in a hospital - tewinall; ill - and she

died. Then the Doctors used icals and tw, and m&cines, etc. All of these

other things and broWe. When she became conscious again - for just

a little while, oh, and now I must die again. § What a strggge persuation
Wy s

some people have. When our H ‘i is ggpe, when our task is“ended, and we are plunged

out yonder - if the human arrangers can just delay by a hamw -

our escape. If they can use c%ls, etc. - we would say, oh Lord, no. When the task
- L]

is done_agnd the life is ended, and the age has taken oqugay. It is not

the comfort of the Christian - translated in victory and triumph to the glorious world
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and joined with Christ,

For those -@@@ e Lord, death is blackmes®, It is desmlt is an
awesome prospect - it is death fb;gxeg. For the child of God, joined to the body of
Christ, death is a triumph. It is our ultimate victory. All of us shall enjoy it -
that wonderful experience, we_cannot be lost. We belong to the body and Paul says,

that is the mystery of which I speak.

c - nor will he

We must tW' H

ever lose one. llis body will be full and complete. We are part of it. Bone of his

bone, flesh of his flesh.

llave you given your heart to

Jesus? Will you say, here I come to join myself to God. Here I am, I make the choice
and the decision now in my heart. TIf you would find out this great secret tery

- then you must become a part of Christ and his church.

e

f




12 READ FROM YOUR BIBLE: PSALM 96:1-9

and joined with Christ. Singing a New Song {

On a radio.program began that is still
heard eek. It 1s the Grands@les@pry, and it is not only
the gldest program on the gadio, it is also the lgngest—four

.+ hours each Ewiday and four more each Satu i Ea':h)ff“j B

For those 0

awesome prospect - it is death foggver. Fo1 more than gyemillionpeopletraveltoiNashyi it, and
wastesle*millions heas it on the radio. More tharw
people see it each week on television.

Christ, death is a triumph. It is our ultir

. The Grand gqt its beginning as a long program
that wonderful experience, we'cannot be los! when an § . . who
claimed to knew S thana played for

that is the mystery of which I speak. amshiows and then glaimed that he was i

Adtenstheglime was exiended to two, three, and then four

hoursgorc entertainers appeared,jsome known by such
quaint ffames as the Possum Huntefs, the Gully Jumpers, and
the Frui i ”

The hall where the Grand Ole Opry was
week from 194l untiled974 is called Ryug
ever lose one. Ilis body will be full and c slc

We must trust ‘.

i Nashville on ahet's =
bone, flesh of his flesh. ——

got an's attention, and the crusty old capt
He announced that on the where he was
co e would buils dedicated to theygespel.
Ryman Tabernacle wasno longer used for religious
The jgh _tonight is - dogyousbels WC thet_he_C?d.ﬂhﬁ-
. ,. B Since= the program is produced each week in an
? / o1
Jesus? Will you say, here I come to join slibarite itoriumm located nine.miles

- : from downtown Nashville. When pesformersswerestold: that
heart. If you g
and Ehe decision aow n uy heax 1 y the RymamAuditorium wouldmedenger be the setting for the

- then you must become a part of Christ an Program, many of them could not imagine the program
originating from any other location. At the

- thesoldwabérnacle, JehnnyGash sang the final song. As he did,
many singers and pickers shed tears. Leaving the Ryman and
going to a multi-million-dollar complex would be singing the
old songs in a strange land. Their hearts, they felt, would
remain ip-the place they were leaving. =

RN e
he psalm we have hedrd today b€gins with the words, “@

" Each year, the Jews have in
September (on the Gregorian calendar), a new year festival—




