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"UNOFFERED AND UNANSWERED PRAYER"

James 4:2-3

/7
ngbgggm%gg, because ye ask not. Ye ask and receive not, because ye ask

f/'

amiss, that ye may consume it upon your lusts.

QE:Q deafens the ears of God# What substance congests the open channel

between your life and God. @is prayer unanswered. The Scripture gives
y Lanswers P g
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reasons that can be found in our private lives. But today's text, gives
At ;

several reasons for unanswered prayer. That are directly related even to our

~

worship.

We direct our attention to the

) subject of prayer. The gég;)of the

message.here in the 4th chapter of James, makes two statements. Ye have not,
o > = -~

because ye ask not.

Second, you ask and receiggggot, you ask amigs. And that you may

consume it upon your %3§g§. There are

‘QSB?}things!that are outstanding here.
o hing 10.(ERo not ey spouen. tou
The first]thing is, we)o not pray enough. You have not because you ask not.

The second thing is, an explanation for ung prayer. Ye ask and ye

receive not, because you ask amiss. That you may consume it upomn yzgzw;%gxs.

——

These two sentences challenge our attention to unoffered prayer and unanswsred

prayer.
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Dr. Hyma msa'd hen I t i i
V yman/App ny said when I was a student in the seminary, one of my

==
.

professors one day came into chggg; and told a story, of his own experience.

7z
He told how one winter time his seven year(gzgmwz;brcontracted neumonia, and
rnter thy Sl PREadess
was brought to the point of death., He told of the Doctors and the specialists
and the nurses, and of the medicine that was secured in a hopeless effort to
2 3

"

,'MTHg§fEEﬁ€}\Went into the bedroom and sat down by the side of the bed.

er s

HiS(gégé;Wéékbq the other side. Her face had reddened eyes from watching and

weeping. The miﬁh&ggumgyed along, the child with the disease traveling to her

heart, began to Egég;?and turn. To push and to pull at the covers. The father

realizing that death had set in, turned to his wife anﬁfzgiﬁ)her what the Doctor
Nt K e e e )

had said. The @?tbé?&began to but qhﬂfﬁatﬁg?isaid this iS4g:H§£$$W£0r tears.
) L “/_V,_‘—"" ™ — : o e ;
He said, this is(éiﬁil?gE prayer, Let us pray, God is merciful and he will save
s

our child, The pair knelt by the bed of their child, and the mother began to pray

but broke down in strong weeping. The father lifted his voice in prayer. The
Toanyta s i ne :;_

professor repeated that prayer - never so long as I live, he said, will T forget
&

the heartthrob of that cry. ord, he prayed, our hope is in thee. The Doctors can
> s

do no more, we can do no more, our faith and confidence are in.rhee. Logggﬁ%gu can

take every penny we have in the world. You can take gyggﬁ’h;;_gf_pxgggggy we have
%g Jiar

on earth, you can take me, you can take my wife, you can_take both of us - only

Notosnberel
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spare oggmghglsg:bGod heard and answered that prayer. gp_;

married to a preacher, with pggpious children 0f-Her own. Think of it. If that

child would have died by the word of God, by the blood of Christ, she would have

gone to.glery. Only its body and its little life were at stake, The father and

—— “

the‘nmther bffereziall they were, andﬂgllmnbgz_had! for that child. All about us

are men and women whose souls are perishing. Should we be willing to give all that

we have to save them, from that condition.

‘.§ays, weldo not pray enou%h.’ Ye have not because ye géé:ggp.

A



There is _take about the meaning of this sentence. It plaiply-tells us
A o * ‘/ w

that you have not because yo{asm:t) talk much about prayer, but

this sentence reminds us of unoffered prayer. It tells us that blessings are denied
,p-«

us just becauset ask for them.
ket

@_mu‘gm a pointed< personal guestion. @chw What must

How much time and thought have
et
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@ you know what it is - like\
Do you know what it is to-live in the atmosphere of prayer. To carry out the Bible

@) to have a fixed time and a place for prayer.

command to pray without ceasing.

@;_imgmnot Q'ust at this point that(.wegfail, and fail as we.dQ, DBut I must say,

that (this)is perhaps no other point that is @;}

(ERPRY up

answer to the question -- hg_vg_much do you pray?

4

Think of what @ said - that thou when thou graiest, enter into thy closet,

and when thou has shut thy door, pray ngglzn__father which is in secret, and thy

father whi‘ch seeth in secret, shall reward thee openly. ’

you have the daily habit of secret prayer. You cannot_afford to neglect such
iy —— : oot




a habit., Such neglect cannot be éggeed for. ¢ P else vou I O
the question before you is e closet with the closed Qgr been neglected.

w?_gg_ggilgg;of unoffered prayer.chhe closet with the closed door is the place
~ W iy,

of power. The men and women who(%o?in their come out with shining faces. With
ﬁ
visions that inspire and power that can really shake the world. We need to keep

that path warm to the closet, and close the door, and pray - and get into the

divine presence of God.

Everywhere }in the ijle,e urged to pray more. It is like a golden
(\?-w; = ~7 R

thread threw the wonderful book of God. It calls to mankind, call unto me, and

I will answer. And will show great and mighty things which you do not know about.

14

if any man of you lack wisdom, surely that is what we all

lack. Let him ask of God who giveth to all men liberally, and abraideth not and
L ‘V Q-‘“E"‘ » N

it shall be given him, But let him ask in faith, nothing wavering. For he that
s e —— \_______.._—-—-—-—-—————'—7

wavers is like the waves of the sea. Driven with the wind and tossed.

-

ry
And I say unto you, ask and it

And listen to this exhortation from J
B rmstaancmc.

shall be given to you. geek e shall find. Knock and it shall be opened unto
e O

you. For everyone that asketh receiveth, and he that seeketh findeth, and to him
> - 1%

that knocketh, it shall be opened.

Ngoes on to make an argument for prayer. In these/appealin Jiords, if

a son shall ask bread of any of you, that._is.a father, will he give him a stone.

Or if he ask a fgsh, will he for a fish givgfgggwa serpent. Or if he ask an egg,

i v




will he offer him a scorpian.
Mwwﬁ_\l@

to give good gifts
LR

unto your children, how much more shall your Heavenly Father give to the HolX‘Spirit

LT el
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to them that ggk<him.

privilege that is one of the highest allowed us. And it has with it éﬁ{dbligggipﬁz

We need to remember thatis vfar@than just a privilege. It is a priceless

It becomes a duty.

// i{/ o
puts it,{men ought always to pray and not to faint. /Think about tha

<Eg%2£>/ That means duty,.,, That means obl?ggg; n. Neglect of prayer is negleggmgf Quty.

-

A dﬁty that is important.

ylts and prayer wins victgxies and achigves.

Paul says, ye also, helping together for prayer for us. This is(Z?;Eth%gsby we may

help everybody. And ha the (best way is to for them. Th hel
«_"E,,melﬁlw_. nd perhaps eg es% W ; s pray 3? us may we help

people at aqz/:ime and at any place. It is no wonder therefore, that Paul said, I

(}ZEEEZD therefore that first of all supplications, prayers, intercessions, and giving
— s
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of thanks be made for all men.

It is this that we neglect to pray for people, for all of them, for any of them.
And that is why the are always_to truthful, DMoreover,

4 / ,""‘f,'h’dw‘ . | . . £ ///
as for me, God forbid that I should sin against the Lord in ceasing to pray Ior JQu- "

Do not I pray you — deal with the great question of prayer. As wicked men dealt with
da . And they ask him with content,(what)profit shall we have if we

it in

pray unto him," That was the text we used last Sunday night. It is such a question,

that we need to think about. There is profit in prayer. It is worthwhile to call
- ~/ A = /

gests to you that prayer (SEHOt profitable, that df)interferes

upon God.
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with the law of God, M (@;E_)_our very nature demands

—— @_was @ stran ge that a very@cked mar;xysald to a preacher, when his child
layed ill at death's door @ you know how. o -px3 For God sake, pray for my child. ?’MLL\J
,«N—W W

= —)
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éﬁra@ is reasongble, it is nece sary, it is a prlv;lege, it is a du y

There are(many }people who say that today we need f conservation in this

7econom in which we have. This doctrine is being emphasized everywhere. We are

being told and Erop/eil%so, Luawem:‘water Suppl) needs to be preserved, and that

N

to us in prayer. have not, because you ask not. How different things might be

e e o, B i AL A

or have been{ if /we had prayed mo%e.

Py

Here is aréllustrgtionS of (ﬂyoun in a city who committed a crime and
e - Rl O P ‘__mw_-amm?’

b%ﬂe_ﬁ}us parents heart. And he will ngormw to th thelr _grave. A pas in

the community went to see the parents and when he kpmew of their sowrow, as best he

e 7
could, he tried to cgmfort ;hq'x,n. At last the sorrowing‘;éothe%s:i}‘, oh sir, if I

had prayed as I ou ht, this tragedy would not have been, ”The pastolr..:_“‘__begged her not

to think of herself in sugh.terms. Tor her sorrow was deep enough, without such

self-reproach. But the mother protested, I used to pray every morning, noon, and
! € e s

night for this bc;}- but that was in the othek. rs. In recent Zears,

been cayght in the mesh of worldllness. And the things of . rell

no practical place in my life. I have ggorsakenlthe churc1> and<ne§lected2 to pra 2)

Oh y sir, I am to blame for my boy's downfall It would not have come if I had remembered
2/

/
to be faithful igﬂ‘R}jue}(ver." ‘ you say that she did not speak the truth. , How different

g,

things might have been if she had prayed. But think of your own life, if you had

prayed.
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One of the_ f L5} of a(n;blg Breach%r was that I have not prayed more.
o o -
And when one of th 'mlghtlegi preachers of God was é:ﬂhbthat he had an hour left on

4]

earth, he(%ézg)- let me spend that hour in pr aer. Let me pray more, Let us pray

more. The effectual, fervent prayer, of a righteous-man availeth much. We can trace

T
that truth to the case oﬂiElijah. He prayed as no other man prayed in his lifetime.

Prayer is a great agency to promote spiritual undertaking. Because prayer links us

-

with God. Without me, you can_do nothing. I can do all things through Christ that

strengthenth me. I will break down these difficulties and open the closed doors.
It will call forth workers, pray ye therefore the Lord of the harvest, that he will

send forth laborers into the harvest. It releases energy for the spread of the

klngdom of God. And brings victory in the hour of crisis, This has been<illustrated

Bt asnigpo e A ».o—.\..‘.w. s

in Abraham, Elij}h, Qizig, 332;$ Livingg;nn, Lg;her. These men all believed in prayer.

"

The world today all needs intercessory prayer. Every hour there is some big destiny
being decided. On every side there are people who are saying, what shall be done
tomorrow. Their hearts are failing rpem and they are ready to faint. Let us pray

more. There is no voice to satisfy but the voice of God.

4 6; ris are as scarlet, and our vices are red like crimson. We need prophets

t / /
to turn the nation to God who will abundantly pardon. Let us pray more. And let us
R O e et acing kY

seek today and everyday to help other people by prayer. Ye have not, because ye

ask not.

II, ASK YOURSELF WHY YOU DO NOT PRAY

o — JZb;N'
\ nce standing by a gilant sergeant, ‘éﬁ was crying out, keep me

-

safe. Oh Gogi_ke%gﬁggmgaieﬁgwhile orders were given out. Somebody sa}d to him, why
i . ) b

And Kennedy regl}ed,‘gg he is not saying his prayers

because there x&a;é»ne of Christ's spirit)in them. They are( selfish [E‘réyers. They are




prayers for himself. If he prays only when he is in trouble, as some people call

it fox hole praying, As an escape..

,»m s

N Lo N
eiségg:pggg}e pray as a kind of {atonement.)) To make them feel that they ought

to punish themselves when they do wrong. So they automatically come in and do a

{
<&}t;%§)praying. And they use Ffligion to capitolize on their consclence and troubiis.

There are some of them who(r;;"wi

or d6’pentegzs) There are those who even fast. DBut what do such prayers accomplish.
L

R .

They do not make the person better. They actually make him weaker.

Christ, however discouraged such kind of praying.

TR /’w—

1c;for then. They

,«un:-,.. » W :v y
There are(;éyer§)who pray to get God to Eerformﬂgom?{ma_

PR Y

think that a miracle ought to be in order for them everytime there is some trouble
e IS R 1 [ S S SEC

that besets them.

r—n——-—

N
There aré(others?who pray as a means oq(;;rdlng of £ ev1{:> Here is a person

s -y

in great trouble. And he is asking God to prevent these things.

o o AR

e,

Thirxd, there ar{:others who pray - somewhat 11k,

/; slot machln“)

§§g§tman said, in a prayer a few years ago. A (uan)comes in and jswaps)a few prayers

= S
for tEg lo%g, the protecsgonge and help that he mlghE”get_Efggwg;d. And so he
vt

‘g!!? his prayers into a slot machine. And expects to hit the jackpot.
o __,_3__-—% sy W ,
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i, There are é;;;rs.like the

somebody ¢riticized
him for’ﬂ!b pra in;,loug}gmenomgﬁﬁto be heard. When he led in public prayer. He

(rep&iigziigyasn't talking to ;°ﬁ£5th?t is not without point.
3 ﬂw

. ",,,-«"--“x\n,,%‘>

- 4
There aré\gtbe£§)who perhaps have cut their prayers down to perhaps just

-
e

That they are not very sincere. Which is just asﬂg;ggtical as

poses) marriage to a

woman . And he reads it to hgr. Now does not

— - p—— o
require great language. You might ft Jthe Lord's prayer. And use that.
m\ﬂﬂ’:' . M’MWJW wﬁ%

And there areéoﬂﬁé;; who say that prayer is just telling God exactly what you
— _/——4"““‘"“"’\.\___ . -

want. Phil. 4:6-7, don't worry over anything whatever, tell God every detail of

St o AR A 8 =

your needs, and in earnest and thankful prayer.

yytimes we ask for things that we do not want. We even ask for things

W

N ' pells of a 1ittli bongho explained to a preacher once, as to
1 g i W L f i .
why he did not say his prayers eve;;mﬁiébt.< Because "some nights, I dOHLEmKEEEKFﬂYFhing-g

Is that not like us adults _too, we want something, but we don't want anything which
RN A TSy o

would especially interest God. And we want it our way.

e A

R s ,
(Douglas Stee)

.jtold the storxzpf'a man who promised his pastor neyer to drink again.

3 GMWWM
pastor tolé him

Casia

Later that man returned to say, he must hav¢ a d

(uise)

P
to home and die. The/nextjmorning, the man came back and said, I died last night.
@ %%m ’ %:— ? % s

e st e e i st )

rink or die.)

By

He did die, his childish self died, and he became & new)person in Christ.

= 4 =
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That is when prayer becomes what it ought to become, with us,

III. YE ASK_

——

We come to give our attention now to theQEEéE}part of this sentence of

\,3 unoffered and unanswered prayer. You ask that you may consume this upon your
W WA SAEIEE

1ust;? Or your Eleaggg 3 In that one sentence, it is clear as to why prayer

is often unanswered, It proceeds from a wrong motive. Ye ask and receive not

because ye ask amiss. The(éqiﬁ{)ig E%%% . The motjve is wrong. God looks over

the wotive in all of our thoughts,and\;heyers. He does@iég seg as man sees, Man
e 8 /

looks on the oufward appearance. God looks on the heart., The motive in life, is

everything. Now if the motive in prayer and the reason for prayer is wrong, then

that explains. And we need tQ about this question right now.

/-

rong spirityg This is an explanation as to why we have unanswered
W Moyt aed SR S S ATRETE

pra&ér. And we think about this today. We come in the wrong spirit - with the

wrong motive, And here are men and _women who are hindered in their religious lives,

in their praying, in every good way toward the wrong spirit of others.

) . . . i scinl
»model\g;a%;r, gives for the guldance of his disciples, the same

point when he says this - forg

yive us our sins as we forgive. As we have already

forgiven those who have already simmned against us. you wrong in your spirit

toward others. Do you have malice, ill-will, resentment, unfor%ivegess in your

heart toward others.

1f so, your unanswered prayers are at once explained. A man said, once, why
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cannot I get right with God. He had once been a joyful, victorious Christian.

But now he is very unhappy. He has been clipped of his spiritual power, and prayer

— —_—

no longer blesses him in his experience.

canpot I gset right with God. Before

the coqursatlon was ended - he got one sentence that indicated the depth of his ill-

RURER S

o

will toward another. The reason why he was not right with CGod, was at once very
clear and plain. Our lives are most inimately bound up with the lives of our fellows.
Those about us. Our relationships to our fellows cannot be escaped. They cannot be

ignored.

When we(@Eé;?for our daily b;gggjyye are to include others. Give us this day,
our daily bread. If we are wrong in.our hearts toward someone else ~ we need not to
expect an answer to our prayers. These words of Jesus search us. And when ye stand
praying, forgive. If ye have oughg against any. That your father also, who is in
Heaven, may forgive you your tresp;sses. But if you do not forgive, neither will

your father who is in Heaven, forgive you of your trespasses.

Secoqé' 12wrong llfe; There is another point that we need to explain here
"7

as to uno and ungggwg;ad prayer. ‘Eﬁ'l regard iniquity in my heart, the Lord

AN
will not hear me. The Psalmigt said. Indeed, he cannot afford to answer our prayers.

If we willingly harbor sin in our Tiyes. That would be a compromise of God. The

__that separates between God and us is sin. He himself so tells us, the
s >
one thing which God hates is sin. Our attitude toward sin must be in harmony with
W“ u PN "

his attitude. It is the prayer of a righteous man - not an unrighteous man that

availeth much. The Bible teaches us that we may expect him to hear and to answer
our prayers when we keep his commandments and do those things that are pleasing in

his sight.

Are you right with him in the secrecy of your
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own heart. ﬁ:lzggwegsmholding on_to some wgogé in _your 1i;e, although others may

not know about it, yet in fact -(¥

\ have the explanation right there of unanswered
prayer,

X4

Listen to the f_God dellght thyself also in the Lor: Lord and he shall glve

Fen ¥

X
ye the desires of thine heart. You can't miss the

J peipt. Delight.yourse.
Lord and listen to Jesus. 6:2&3 abide in m? and words abide in you, ye shall

ask what you will and it shall be done unto you.

Face the question\-(ié)mz heart right with God.

- —
e Tt
- Thirdj ack of earnestness.¥ May be another point to consider. If we dream
~LLE 2 A - o J taer
_ = R
or sleep over our prayers, it is to be certain. They will not be accepted. lMen of
the Bible who prayed, were earnest men.
o,

hﬂfthe leader of Israel prayed oh this peogle have 51nned a great sin,

and they have made them gods of gold - yet now

o v
(@thou Wiltﬁforgive their sins,

How terribly earnest Moses was as he prayed.
R

blot me, I pray thee out of the book,
G T TR

‘Paul pleaded I say the truth, in Christ I lie not. (My conscience also
A AR

bearlng witness to the Holy Ghost, that.I have oreat heaviness ang great soxrow

in my heart. C

brethren, my kinsmen according to the‘igeeh. When a man feels like that, he is

A

willing to be cut off from Christ, that people about him may be saved, no_wonder.

¢
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His prayers were answered.

not . surpriging that God 13t§f@}£}§,_§}ms thy nage shall be called no more_;]ﬂg,cob.

For as a prince thou has power with God and with men. And hath prevailed. Listen

rayi'f@”for Scotland. Othod, give me Scotland or I die.

’,
dfear the prayersrof John Knox. Moxe than

I fear the army of lO 000 men3 /

IR RS

A wrong life, my friends, may be the reason for your unanswered prayers.

e ——— . -.

i -
B ki Ry
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/’,é‘ oy
‘ig Dr hllllam St1d told the story of {_gghool teacheg? in I Illlno:Ls. She had

year drew to a close, the teac&%\r be_came discouraged, and felt that he had been

a failure. DBecause of that particular boy. turne*_c_lgw_];is gggl 1ation in, and

if/gf-’;«;}?;

(Dear Mr. Jones. {I'm sorry that I have given you all the trouble that I_have

o=y TR e

this year. It hurts me because you a are going away and r;%t comlng back. But when

Py Lo

S —

I get to be a man, I want to be Just llvke:};gu) Signed@),.w -—

@15 1mportant that your life be rlght. And that(boy, looked forward to someday
= e

B
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being like that man. He had chosen him as an ideal. There are other people

looking at you - and they may be waiting until it is too late - because you are

not teaching the proper lesson.

W}Sayg, watch ye, stand fast in faith, quit ve like mepn - be stron%;>
. v

Make a man of Yourself' The Grgek text says. Be useiyf’ln your church is what

ted.;
LTI

he is saying. Have faith and pray - and(ftandqgggagﬁﬁbemg

Fourt@/ aﬁaack of faith. ; Your prayers are not answered because you do not

expect them to be. You lack faltﬁy faith is ta
e SRR BT I RATT

IR T TR R

ing God at his word. Often, we

do not take him at his word. We halt, we wait, we refuse to accept Jesus according

e
to his faith. Be it unto you. And again Jezzzpsaid,.'f thou canst believe allv'

thing§ are possiple to him that believeth.

'k”f@ he sald,fthe two of you shall
. = ;“*BWWW”"“““JL“

that they shall ask. And {9 shall be done for
. T Vv i g AT T e S S gy

e e

agree on earth&as touching anythin

them of my father which is in leaven. And that is marvelous united prayer.
e ot w,.g.rs.’v«. R

sib \)to please him. At the close of the service, an

rou believe what you have preached

>

: : 1 N
today. He said, indged T, do, for I h@&gﬁgggg}g&yeg God's word. Which word I

surelxﬂgg;%eve. Very well, she said, I‘ggyeiedwghegmyou believe it. I am looking

trtrsn it

x
it shall be done. For them of my fathe;nyhg_is in Heaven. ;
WG 5 e R S e 8 W e N T e v o B /

&
e
r‘/
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She said, my husband is and has lOQ§Jgggnwawaaptginmofwa{ﬁ;éﬁﬁthat sails the

river. He never goes to church He is wicked and now he is growing old. If you
LY bl v

o

will promise to{go¥§;m¢ in glegdlng this promise about two agreeing, we shall claim

him for God and salvation in Heaven. will _you, JOln me. And there stood the man of

God - did I really believe that promise. Was I willing to plead it then and there.

Just_the name of Jesus. And he said while I was standing there - a plainly dressed

man, blacksm1:ﬁ> came up and said "Auntie, I will 301n you in pleadlng that promlse.
\wm.. g‘_“‘!"" N / -

And there he walked over to her and humbly said - let us plead 1t nov. They, knealt

S

in prayer and he began to pray. It was as s;mply as a llttle ch11d talklng to its

mother. He reminded the good Saviou;_of thekpromisé that he had made, he reminded
ged. . tie s y .

/t' QLI

him that two were kneeling and accepting that- promise, and claiming it - and they

were pleading and(éigaﬁﬁthat He save_the aged, sinful sailor. In a few moments, it
21s aged

was over. The people were dismissed. The %iz_gggﬁgg, and at the evening service,

just

= degg;;hgg,_ang_ﬂith her, a white-haired old man. At the close of the sermon, the

preacher said those<§2;1r1é§>to be Chrlstlans, come to the(fgsnzmggﬁlfor council

CREAID

=
and prayer. While the people sang. The‘old maﬁ§was on his feet immediately and
- —V

coming forward. He was talked with and prayed for that night. And it all seemed
w@-n—-—-—'b-—‘-““"‘-——m.“—-——______?_‘-

~ utter, darkness to him. Over there to the left sat the aged wife and the old blacksmith.
R — T —,
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Their faces were shining, They had aﬁéZQEZE)thac the rest did not have. They pleaded
e e e e P e s

egggg!!I!E!!:EgE!;m“

The service was ended and the people went

and were claiming the

e

out. And the went out into the darkness of the night. Iis soul darker even

',.,a-»» o,

than the night. Thg nex\ morning came, and the people gathered. And the preacher

was alone in hi@:é;;é?%behind the pulpit. Trying to get ready for the service.
A - R

And there was a knock., The dogr was openéd. And therxe stood the olq‘man. He said,

81r,mI canL“_Li;A'for your §§£mon;tli§ morning. yme now, if you know how I can

re—————

be saved, ?;&nd there in that study before the service, he accepted the Lord Jesus
scasm——]

Christ as his Saviour. And at the mornlné service, an hour later, he gave his
“”. = o

e ~
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~ 1s Jthere remarkable about this, Nothing at all, when you remember that

two of the friends of Jesus honestly, and,/;;gélgx_;gégy;%g the promise and claim

of Jesus.

Why are we so feeble as professors to have feeble faith. May God forgive us

even this night with our miserable umbelief.

/

o

Wiggl/ ack of submission; This is all we have time to think about concerning
(,w o -

unoffered and unanswered prayer. Unanswered ﬁay\be because there is a lack of

e

submission to the will of God. Thy will be done - must be in every way acceptable
<

T )

to our prayers. His will is always righteous and best. And it is in harmony with
his will that we should pray. Above all else, we should pray - nevertheless, not

my will but thine be done.

e g

In the middle of the 19th century religious life was on the(ééiiié%} Slavery
e e e—E IS - i

was a question. Financial and commercial prosperity was everywhere., gzgggbwas

discovered in California. Many people lost faith in spiritual things. And many

A SN Vi g

religious people were frustrated. i1li A iller "} 1843 deceived many, that they

W%w-m-.«m

sold their goods, they
e p—— R R e
became infi@gla7 And there was panic in the land everywhere. Their was greed on

every corner.

But there started a man by the name of (Jeremiah Lanphied), who started a noonday
prayer meeting in 1857, and he @out/aﬁldblll. ﬁ(:w often shall I graz>

e o e
e ———p
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As often as the language of prayer is in my heart. As often as I see my need

of help. As often as I_feel the power of temptation. As often as I am made
sensible of any spiritual decline. Or feel the agression of the world. In prayer,

we leave the business of time, for that of eternity. And we have intercourse with

God as we leave the intercourse with men.

A¥day prayer

e S A I S e ..

ting was held every Wednesday from 12:00 to 1:00., And this
prrna /—-

'meeting-is intended to give mqgsyanE§&Mngxks,_stxangﬁx§4_hﬂginessmen the opportunity

to call upon God. It was designated at they would come at their own convenience.

Mhm\quuz&wm"f“"%mf

Accordingly the meeting was scheduledat 12300 - and no one was there. At 12:30 a
~

sqsgwgggmh%;rd on the stairs. Until finally, six geople came, that first meeting.

i

Then 20 the next week. And 40 the gext. And six months later, 10,000 businessmen
Y ) 7 ””“2""""7
were gathering for daily prayer in New York. And within two years, a million converts

were added to the churches.

At the turn of the New Year in 1856, the city of New York was by no means

irreligious, it had churches of all denominations. But there was the note that

the hour of prayer was a turning point,

e
Even Barton's Theatre/became a place of prayer. And half an hour appointed

e

for the service, it was packed, in every. corner to the roof.

T e

"Cuyler)led the sexvices one day. Three days later, Beecher led the service.
Ny s — -

And there were 2%900 eople that had gathered in that theatre.
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And on one given day, at least —(gQEFh QE) there were 6,110 people in the

Sttt S—

prayer meetings. Before long 10,000 New Yorkers had been converted to God.

And were in the care of the churches. And many good authorities say, that shortly

50,000 were won to Christ.

—

There was /fanatical nature about these prayer meetings. They were simply

prayer meetings scheduled and they_moved all the way to the West - in which

tramendous.numbers. of canverts were registerd. EﬁZ?alamazoo:>MiE§E§§%%;£=g£§xgg_

fagarees

kgs read. A praying
rted husband

v /5

once a berlie ma% arose and said, I am that man. T have a praying wife. And

this request must be for me. I want you to pray for me. Soon as he was seated,

another man arose in sg&g,and in tears to say, I am that man. I have a praying

wife. And she prays for me. And now, shenggggmxggsto pray for me. I am sure

that I am that man, and I want you to pray for me.

QFEEQ ther convicted husbands_zgquested prayer. And the power of God fell

upon the assembly. <,f

/
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