"YISION OF THE CENTILE WORLD"

Acts 10
INTRODUCTION:
The Wtakes place i@ You can visit ttlg‘_gﬂt}ins

of that magnificient Roman city. And view what is left of the w_Ws and

the colurmmed palaces.

Vhen we visited there, we were told that the city was built in 25 BC by
—_—

ferod the great. "Ginliddnsdadny the babies at the time of the birth of Jesus. It

was named after Augustus Caesar. It was a . With a population

of Jews, Greeks, Syrians, etc. The main g that took place in Caesarea was the

center of{administration, fo : : ' : nan _Fmpire held it's admin-

istration offices.in that part of the world - in Caesarea. And it was right there

that we have the story of the beginning of the Gospel being offered to the Gentiles.

The mhad received theQmmissiﬂpn to gch 11 nations. God cannot work

without an ingtrument. And from the country towns of J.tgea - the scene of the book

of Acts now changes abruptly. And goes to thf@entile citz.) And this is to be one
of the most significient facts. This seaport, built hx i—Whe great, was large

enough to servew - even now you can stand on the shore and see the
P il : - ___-_-__,_______,_,_--——"
extensiveW Tt is visible. The port city became the Roman capitol

of Palestine. And it enjoved a cultural adyantage as a Roman city. Here the Roman.

governgr lived in the g cubiibimllalGhy- /nd from Caesarea, the r

to Jerusalem. Where at the EW, he asserted his authority. By his
R

presence. And since the population of Caesarea was Centile, the rg_]igg@_batween Jew

and Gentile was ngt always smoothe. lso appears to be the ceater of emafor

wqrshig. Although- there may have been the presence of many Jews, would have insured

a synagogue there.
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In this seory, Wt- Fovever,

we could not prove it. But his conversion was the W And here an
Apostle, under divine Lguidance, goes to preach to a Roman officer. And here Gentiles

are formally welcomed into the church.

Feep in mind, at Wre on]_.z__e,}m%,ized. But the aim of God's

ministers is to reach all of the people. And we find his promise to Abraham and

his seed, broadening his foundations.

.
Now the @Wd here, and theWare going to learn,

was a lesson that Peter had to learn. And the cWad to learn.

Remamber in the closing chapte;aéggiad gone dgwn to Jogaa and he was living

or staying with Simon the tanfier. Accepting the hospitality of this man.

) S M*JWV Ron F=AbL hw L iyl P Sen —

Tow we will want to use aboutonight — the man, the mis?nary,
the ?ting, and the ?sage. ,

T Y MAN . U -

The Gentile Hﬁ = iia‘ﬂias by name, was a centurion. V. 1. Of a military
company stationed at Caesarea. He had a Wn his Wnd. Who formed
part of the body guareé for th(empprr’. He is a pw_an, a soldier, a captain.

Ertes T
Vhich at that time ruled the world. This man was not just one of a hundred - but he
was of a group called the Ttalian band, And specia , group made up and
o .

stationed there at the administrative center there in Caesarea.
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le was a man of high character. And the Bible tells us in the first two verses

something about it.

3&1 - —
y/ iFirsE} he was evout man@l That means that he had religious feelings and he had

deep interest in the things of God. Cornelius did not know all that he wanted_ to know

about Cod. But he tells us here that he was devout. Even though the Jews classified

him as a heathen, he was a devout wo;shigper. This means that whjsmis——
PajgsEiFe, he tgoladuentesesd’ e SRLiLiiileoRRekiakiRe . o no doubt tried to

learn something of the will of God.

5 i
/Z f@econal hefifea ith all his house. Now this means that he reqasmized
Gowe and PQUSF and he tried to lead his family to be a God fearing family.

=2, 7
2 “The Bible says~that heftave m all people. He wasw man.

He did not make money his Cod. UFe did not look down on a mass fortune. He saw their

plight and he tried to help them. And out of his abundance, he tried to help those who
1-_-—-—"""""”“ - -/
had needs. Ile was a liberal.giver. Poverty was among the people where Cornelius

ruled. And he had numbers of opportunities to do good.

)f ¥+—2 - Now the fou;t@ thing it says, hﬂraxed “ iiii alwaig He knew his own

SEEEBg;h, was not sufficient. And he must have observed a regular Beiﬁgg which was

subscribed for the Jews. At QO aily. Ue was seeking God, through prayer.

Now this was a responsible Roman soldier - a high-ranki cer. And the

strength rest upon his shoulders. Fe had been attracted as many of the G%E}Ei,,,l%.ss

in their worship of one God and his ideals. MHence, when the scene opens in Caesarea,

Cornelius is at prayer. This shows us the spiritual influence of the Jewish teaching

- it was strong. And as a generous giver, he had further revelgd He

wants to know what else the Gentile might do to approach the God of Israel.
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Now W’tﬁat you will ever rgadedbailmiiatbealinle,
He was devy. to God, he fwed"God, he heW.:he poor, he pw to God.

Christians today do not do as much. Surely this man doesn't need to be born again.

He was alright as he is. Again, I would have you remember, that he is not saved.
We are not saved by our goodness or by righteowsness. We can be the finest person,

and still be on our way to Hell,.

There areiﬁgggideas in religion in_the world today. There is éEg}uhishmﬁﬁxS,
h f

. this and that, and the othexr. You go through that form and that ceremony, and

you will be saved. MNow the 455;3 group says, it is not a case of what we do - Christ

has done it all, for us on tu% Ve are dead.men - dead in sin. We need to

see that Jesus paid it all. All to him I owe. Sin has left a crimson stain. He washed
7

it white as snow,

n most churches today,

they would have gladly receifed him and considered themselves fortunate to have this

cagfgie of the Caesarean Army to join their church. But we discover that Cornelius

was a lost man. I%%ﬁgyg. He had morality. But the CGospel is on

the assumption that all men are lost. Wicked men, good men, moral men - and that we

are unable to save ourselves.

Nowr m t Cornelius hag

spoke to him. He was visited by an

It is about the ninth hour and the angel

, encourage by an angel, directed by an

Gose)

angel. V. }(}4 %,.w I think Cod speaks to us today by his spirit in the same way.

@ His prayers and gifts have come up a

done had not been overlooked by the Heavenly Tather.

@He is éétrggpiat_o send for Peter and Joppa.

efore God. What he had
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@Ee 1ﬁmi Eeiii at S;%gn's - the tanner's house.
@ Servanti are sent ;o Joppa. This Gentile recelved in person what he is

to do.

Wt elius how t Te was there on the spot

and Pw,f.was a_Wy. By the time the men sent on that trip, it would
be thlzﬁg_wdays. Well, the angel“;hg story of redeem%ﬂnﬁ_love. But neyer.do.ye

find a place in the New Testament where an angel was permitted to preach. All he did

LTS

was to tell Cornelius where he could firﬁi__g}lum%gr, and get the message.

" Y
Corne].iusé.w\? he was M And hear God's.message. I

yere as eagek.to hear the same message. I wish that lost men

today would crowd the churches and cry out to preachers - what must T do to. be saved.

Instead of going into places of amusements and sports on the Lord's Day and pass Jesus

by. They forget the one who has blessed them all the week. Who has given them the

day of rest. I imagine, in juﬁ%‘ney are going to cry out, oh God, give me back

some of the time that I have wasted. Cive me another chance that I might make good.
Cornelius did not delay. FHe did not say that I will attend to this next week. But

he got his servants and a soldier to go down and find the preacher.

it - VU -

Peter was a ch_gs_gn,‘ missionary - and like all other Jews, he moved to have his

prejudices removed. Vg‘ ::i As the Wand th% was great.

The Gentile was in abomination. Even to touch him was to be defiled.

religion was blasphemy.

And the Gentile's
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Now we find the Wg and what G&_}_LJ;&% him to do - he obeyed.

Yow we find M}: - was 3 He was also a man of spiritual

habit, and waited in faith for direction from the Lord as he waited at Joppa. Ve
might note here in passing, that staying with tm gsomething unheard of

hecause he was considered unclean.— “and he had to deal with ‘dead-bodies of animals

St
B

and no rigid Jew would dream of accepting hospitality from a tanner, by the seashore

outside the city. Mo doubt the tanner was a Christian.

Tt waShm
3 QAT
prayer.
» While he prayed about he bec;,aggn 3%?' And he had a vigion concerning

food. He might have been looking out over the waters. And saw aMwith a big

s_é‘j,l, The word for shee‘fw"- comes from the word that is often used as a ship's sail.

gﬂ“"‘""

And the viw But it was yRShSaRekRd- And the Jeyish.lay was
given in detail. Between the clean and unclean.@ There were certain

animals accepted and certain unacceptable. WNOW the Gentiles on the
other hand, delighted in rare cuts of meat. The Jew would never dream of eating such

unclean meat. It was absurd. There was trouble by this vision.

Now some scholars believe that the Gospel of Mark represents Peter's memory of
J&_ggs,.‘ ministry. Mark 7:14-23. That God had intended from the beginning that there

were things that he had made clean - and he was making it clearer to Peter.

T i
In other words, it was @— it was

down out of Heaven, and Peter looked into it and he M lgw,
———
bﬁt, elew, lien, tiw, the eab'te, the hunw‘g,‘hj:d, the hsse, the ryit, the

dog. Tt was certainly a sight - for Peter never saw anything before to compare to

It was coming

it.,



Generally Jews only ate animals that chewed their cudd and whose hoofs were

cloven. All others were unclean and forbidden.

This haw, and there could be no.mistake.of.Peter dodging the
message, as it came to him, While he waited for.dimnex. he no doubt could smell the

odors from the k‘i_t_g_}g;n,. He was hungry, and thinking about eating in a few minutes.

But while he was in prayer, and the M,_on the shore, Peter did not get

far in his prayer before he was in this trance or vi -.. And Cod sent this vision

to him. The Heamgwqgg_ggd - the Shegs'"was let down. And he was able to look in.

2
?And God said to him, Peter, ki TR
V.\‘@' Peter said, not.se,.lord.

N
ff}/; And then God said to him, forw Do not call common.

-" Surely Cod did not love outsiders. And these f’ﬂ%nted to come in

and be spiritually blessed., Yow marvelous it was that Peter received this vision.

And God told him that afternoon what to do.

Peter is

the w before him.

/ Fach of the £H seroeee
And each time Peter is rebuked.

bidden to eat, and each time Peter refuses.

VE 21-23 )= Just then the @r_iﬁgm_)mﬁ. Ile had just learned not to shrink

ack and contact other nations. So while at prayer, both Cornelius and Peter had

e B “I ———

———

,

For the messengers of the Gentila



Now the same truth, @ ad to learn. Cornelius had some light of the Lord
A ———
=

- but he needed more.

e - i@l to Jesus Christ today. {iliieligimes
RS i e ialang - (00 10 CeRGRISP Pl [OTCT

man, a belleve;:, a Christian to take the word of ’llfe to the person who is seeking and

nnnnn

searching. @'wg;@&ggw}}}ﬁgmgg%ls. The only way that God is going to win the

city of Chf:_s_gp_gd&e, to Jesus Christ, is through the medium of @gﬁiaﬁ-'pé'ap:'_k’e in
- =3 B

Chesapeake during the witness of God. And if we are not his medium, this city will not

be won to Christ.

There is a@tbat goes =—

Cod has no l'“s but our hands
To do his work today

le has no f&it but our feet
To lead men in his way

He has no ]{E but our lips

To tell men how he died

This is absolg;gl% the truth. There is no way in the world - on one side is the

lost ones. On the other, is the seeking man - the searching man. And then you look -

-—'Hu

there is é{ medl A man who is willing to go ,t‘eél the lost, who wants to hear the

Cospel.

This is WQE.JMML@S' A comprehensiveness of the Gospel. The four corners
i

reaches out to all the globe. And here is a supernatural revelation, of a natural event.
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V. 19 - He gets a vision of the task. The power of these{ﬂ!ﬂ.standing, wanting

to know the truth. Mow it is a terrible thing to have a vision - to be wrapped up
e T

in the contemplation of it, and hear the :gnoc_ljcj of r_;eegx hands upon the door - and do
= 7

nothing to help. To do nothing to hel_p__%ve the lost. May none of us go through
1life so poor, never to have known that happiness of sharing what we know about Jesus

Christ, with those who are lost.

I(B [e', When that M . And a man called out

.......

.y'

these men to you. Do not question the matter at all - just go with them. T think

)2’ M (Bl S LS to0d Wittt - [ think that is the

(3 titu we ought to take when we are doing God's work in the church. Many people

&

say, well, I don't know what to s%\'[ or what to -Q& - but if you will go, you are not

;Z.\ going alone. God is going with you. Peter went downstairs and approached the men.
—

And he told them that he was Simon Peter. And I think he asked what he could do for

them.

V. 24 - We read that Peter, the Jew, had had no dealings with the Gentile dogs

The next morning, they got up early,

and they go on their vay. And (ol dmioidail b i g0l ik0ul)aRREE, 45 they £0

on their way.

ITI. THE MEETING - V. 25

--.’2"5—' And as Peter was coming in, CW Feii dow-n at his feet, and worshipped
k.

him. Cornelius was waiting with his friends.

ou are;

said, stand up. (I_am a man, just likg

does not take the glory to himself but gives it to the Lord. Because after all, the

preacher is just a man.

k Cornelius by the hand and

I think the true servant of God today
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It is no greater place than others. Except in his dedication and in his willingness

to serve.

NMow many years ago, before

un@g;g;gpd his mission. And Joppa was the s

concept of God's

arm of God's outreach to the world beyond.

I 5"‘2\

NowWhave been the sight of T,

And qg%&Mthe p]g&ﬂherg_ the phﬂiﬁh refuses to reach agi But
fortified with prayer {feter gi‘ccomg_anj,ed his ,\risitort;s and he knew that the church of

Jerusalem would frown upon his mission, as he went Fo the Gentile household.

Tad not (Jesus Jadmonished his Disciples to he as wise as serpents, harmless as
g ~ ) - LR 90 =

doves. Matt. 10:16., Now hefore Pentecost, such a mission would have been unthinkable.

Mow the friendly tour of Judean towns and the healing of a few sick is all being

3 in direction and the main action - where the church is ready to reach the
R e S i A R g

Centile. And Peter responded to the church.

P

I think the foresight of both Peter and Cornelius here - Peter arranged the Jews

of Joppa to accompany him. And @ invitei Centile friends into hear Peter.

They were 30 mil « When a s seeking and a missionary is willing,
e ’ 7 S re

a meeting is certain to be arranged by the spirit.

M eter) invited six people to with him,
Mow this meeting unfoldsm
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\\E;ﬁﬁéa the effort of each egg to secure an au@éggce. For Christ's messenger.
Al

V. 24-27 ;-_know that the Gospel is.to. be preached and we know what time and
lwg‘_j"in our-city, and it i§

—

Z
The\eecond thing, we note here is, when they were present and in a place of

Y.
- we are not here to be .seen, but we are here

to hear theﬁl,iﬁgs of the Lord:;- Now (@} do you come to church? Is it because to be
—d ‘yg. > w. o = -y =

worship, they

_rere all prepared to ¢

STV

seen. Or ;éfkt for prayer, for help.
' 4

E‘g
r
W4
V. 33 - Tt was earnest, The whole household - it was solumn before God. It

was inquiring to hear all the things.

V. 33~ 1T p‘lhk EﬁE% % is sa;ing!M it 1is good for i

%and %and sepyants: I have gathered all my househoig to see you.

And hear you tell the words whereby we can be saved. I would like for these people

to hear what yvou have to say. What a woniiifHoWd spirit that
must have been as they came together. Iw yy m . Wouldn't

that be t{onderful with a spirit-filled man of Cod with
a message. I wish somehow(:pfr:acheg gday could always have that kimggﬁgce.

Feey

Now if you come to church saying, oh, what's the use? Or if you come to church just
to eriticize and find fault. No one can help you. The preacher's message will not
g WA Lt

help you. And Cod cannot really do anything for you.

Tow the _srruu : - from every little pool and evem&g&gﬂg}g};‘gr is blessed
as it is poured back through the rain and the dew. The *?eache raws _his D from

the hearts of the listeners. The book of God. He may be a poor preacher - he may not

i

always preach a good sermon. VWhen people are praying and when their hearts are ready

to receive the word, they will be blessed by God's Word.
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E i
J 3 \‘ This marvelous story, the man, Cornelius. The missionary, Peter. The meeting

in Caesarea. And the message begins V. 34-48. And what a message it is. Peter

discovered all things w : and he:CEeEan his preaching. He, from an 0ld Testament,

mission concept Deut, 10:l7, 2 Chron. 19:7. M Look at V. 34.

0 (7]
Cod is n respecter of

\

& Mow the CGreek phrgse translated means God does not receive aézan s face. God

doesw w God is concerned with thew man. And not

the outter appearance. Now this is the logical outgrowth of Christ's own mission.

¥eep in mind, Peter opened his Eouth and preached t& them Jesus Christ. He
i

preached Jesus Christ on the cross.

~ M, _w_e__! today is a%
I know that you are di‘ssatisfieg with vour olsebQERS . of p%s_gl, they are so

empty. And I have come today to bring you a new form.

Now you know in &, that is the tone of things. You have to have

P & J 'ulf

something new in the way of form. & w and say - we

e
~. M This sort of Wervice. Where the people

gat‘her together in their homes or somevhere else. And theyw, and they

fow and then tth to each other. And they tm

thing they k o everyone else in the circle. They exercise
- WH. .

N A
faith, as one by one, they get_ in the n;;t%e of the circle and fall backwarg‘f towards

another person saying - I have faith that you are goimg to accept me. Faith that
?rnf-

you are going to forgive me.
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And those folks say, this is the Christian Gospel. This is Chrisgtianity.

Well, the@hing I can s% about that - it is probably good group

w GoodW in it in the way of fupction. But I want to say the other
thing - it isw And that is not the central theme of the

Christian church. Just because yol‘l:ﬁoin hands‘) And that is the way to get the

MR MBI

Christian mission aroun d. et
| —

proclaimed. He declared. Do you see the u 4n'f:ss_hi§ejﬂngudiasm said brinﬁ,zour
'_/w ) .’:_::J — & . S
swmwﬁﬁhat sacrifice you will gain an audjence with

Gods And through t‘r}a.t/sl‘l’éa blood - you will gain remission of your sins. But
-
The sacrifice on the

Christianit ays, this has been taken care of in Jesus Christ.

He bled, for the remission of sins of this world.

The altar is now the cross. And the sacrifice is now Jesus Christ.

in _,- on. by (gélnﬁlimentiaﬁ &omelius. And slapping him on

the back‘as being a good and generou§_§iver. He did nof exhort him publicly. No, he
"
preached Christ to him. He him about the birth, life, and death of Jesus. And

/ ST Y

Peter didfQot)be

about the resurrection., And salvation.

— There is énother thi >g that .
oth n at is absent here - Peter did not even sa an a

entertaining thing to Cornelius. HWe didn't put on any kind of sh

Cornelius. He told him what he needed to know,

Lre and the fmcame to the front door and put on

a dfffﬁﬂp,anade. And sought to entertain and show you how far they could ghrow a

stream of water in another direction, you would say - my house is burning down I

1 .

S0ome esper diseas ’ d’ 1 n s we h d

- You would te1y




5 -

So it is with lost souls. I think the preacher must not spend his time dealing

with pious gratitudes but tell men of his_gip, and point him to the lamb of Cod. And

) ~ e crowd of Caesarea.

Ny
sons. V. 34. It was@&t_}}

gers after union with Cod,

" this as never before. And he
to the fact. Judge not a man
Jew in his religion - Eg} We
) %ot tell him of Jesus, the

2L - 50\—{. 1 does_the best he knows how -

e S e

Now the best that he can do

because of a sinful nature.

——__ s _oyn mission. He talks of his

le — Isaiah 49:5-6.

a beautiful statement.
Yamne

f ggo‘g’ al goodness. And

ath on the cross. And the

——
| R
L} % V. €3y veter came and gave at vas sinpliicichitite "o T
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So it is with lost souls. I think the preacher must not spend his time dealing

with pious gratitudes but tell men of his v, and point him to the lamb of Cod. And

Peter did not waste anytime. He gave Cod's message to the crowd of Caesarea.

Peter made a confession - Cod is no respecter of persons. V. 34. Tt was high}?_)
AR - ( BN

time ‘that he was learning that and wherever the heart hungers after union with God,

reconciliation with Cod. Cod is ready to save.

was convinced of it. Peter was saying, Wto the fact. Judge not a man

n-m

B i

,' ’a Centile) must first he:mme a Jew in his religion - M We

will heathens be lost 7If_ we do Bot tell him of Jesus, the

answver of the Bihle.is, yes! But you ask, | the heathen does tpe best b.e-.-_lmm_”s ﬂl}??w =

will he be saved. Again the answer of the Bible is yes! MNow the best that he can do

_ and if he does the best that he knows he can do, it is because of a sinful nature.
37 V. 34-35 — Peter speaks of the work of Cod. And Christ's ion. Te talks of his

own insight in the 01ld Testament - and he gives an example - Isaiah 491:5-6.
AT

a5 ) the minista if Jesus gith a beautiful statement. ‘h‘j

aMy’ﬂe talked about theéiiia of Jesus Christ — V. 39. And of the --

. 2 Wﬁw iy gt -ty WJ

V. 34 -~ Peter preached the bsolute impar lit of God He looks at each

T
individual. Second, he preached the necessary element of go;gl goodness. And

___-—"-—fg.r'

third, he preached-of-Jesus—Christ - that he gave his death on the cross. And the

redemptive purpose was universal. And must be accepted.

——

B———
[,f i/ _\ﬁ- Peter came an@at was BW He threw
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the doors wide open to the Gentiles. And he says to him, at his name, {: A
—————— R —— o g

e Swmat was his final tessage.

And it SOImds like R’evelation« ﬁf whosoever will, let him come.“’"ln the heart of

Cornelius, he layed hold of Christ. He repeated toward God. He received the

remission of his sins. And then he received the Holy Spirit.

And then he was baptized.

Who‘s_pever was the wide gate that theg\Jetf}on the day of Pentecost - here we see

=N

Y-V =
Fle gate, the whosoever is for the CGentile also.
4
f- -= w— “ﬁ-_q..'__.——dv'ﬂi' AT |y
| A
ﬁEven W‘L Cornelius broke forth saying, L am saved - L am

@ras preaching in@ through an interpreter. Some of the

people left their seats_and WW'E. They did not go _out of the door - they

came on to the alter. He turned to the interpreter and said, what is happening here?

-

W’Fﬁ And the interpreter said, they are being saved., They are not
e ———
waiting for the invitation. They are coming now. They are reswm even while the

sermon is being preached That is exactly what happened to Cornelius. And in his

-
house. M need ws, or to
pray more. Fqi somebody to tell him that Christ would Save Ew

believed and received remission of his sins. And you can have the same vital

experience - will you respond to the Gospel and give your heart, even as this man.

S e
" F U ™
-— @! They w to stay and with them for é\few day .EThy T

. D _ that he might h) t | : And

think that they migh
that is why every Christian should be faithful to his church. When you become a

Christian and are saved, it is not the end of the voad. It is the beginning of a
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>< wonderful experience. And you ought to po deeper everyday in the unsearchable
f,
riches.
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