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Mj‘ THROUGH THE FIRE
X

Daniel 3

INTRODUCTION ::

Have) you ever traveled through a fiery furnace. often stood next to
-

heart-broken Christians as they have layed to rest their loved one. Or they

have in agony stood by a qicL child in the hospital. And there are always

( éstlons) ——w allow this tribulation. -is this fiery furnace
n-ylot. . - \.I)h é_}_,, ,Qu‘é\.:-y.ﬂd:_,{_

This morning we want to speak about who were fire-proof. They walked

through a fiery furnace.

T remember hearing some time ago, some maf/who was going to pr_e% a sermon on
‘V 1
And he took his text from Daniel 3, concerning these three men.

real estate,
And here is the way he stated it. 60111' sh;ck, my shack, and a bungalow.) And

from that he got his sermon on real estate.
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I. THEIR TEMPTATION

A new national‘sidgl had been set up - V. And this was a temptation at the
time because here was a go mage in the empire with the command to worship it.

Mow it was @ left to worship at your own option. But the royal authories said,

you do this - the is death for refusing.

This was the king's God.
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The command was that within the éound of the music)- if you did not worship

Vit~

o
the idol, you would be put to death in (6ne hou9

The@eath Was a very terrible one, you were to be cast into a fiery furnace.

Multitudes b at the power of the music and the superstition of
) s
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Pt . k
idolatry like leELC_S,QL_Eh%&p to the strings of the music they fell dowmn to worship,

this golden image that was about 100 feet high. MM : E%vz"‘ f
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They were to@_gve their situatioﬂ They had beenégt_qygr the
affairs of the providence of Babylon. Ch As{government officials,

they had a high /social position. Now they were tempted. 2 Tim.4:10 - Demus
c 8- Pos.%

forsook Paul when worldly advantage was to be gained.

Vl ) V o Eacrifice their consciencej This would effect their relationship

with God. Of course, the king demanded conformity, to(do}what everyirﬁ_g_];}se was
7

doing is the thing of religions today. People deny Christ in order to take up

some new religion.

—
IT. THEIR TESTIMONY - V. (17-18
\/1 \ -Our Cod whom we serve is to deliverg. We will not serve thy God.
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Now the @ had been brought against them and these men had envy against
7/

them. And their is very u,nﬁig_e and very ii’r/nh_ very meek, and very fait .

v‘tGStifd - the choice they made. They knew their duty and they would

\/ /g Eather? their body be consumed in the furnace and their spirit taken on to God's
| _/ ¥

paradise. It was better a thousand times to die with God's favor upon them than to
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live without it. They felt it was better to go to a fig_rl_f’u;nﬁce than to go to a

fiffz—}-!—i]:‘l‘) with a guilty conscience.

@ is in the power of God. If so be, ou;joq_gs_a%le, they testified. Those

who are serving Cod daily are not likely to be cast down suddenly. Their service

is given to stability of character in time of trial.-
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Submission to theéill)of Cod. But if not, we will not. They would
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I-— though he slay me, yet will I trust. Acts 4:19-20.
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rather burn than turn. W= Ao

They were in Babylon, but they didn't want to be a part of dt.
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They knew the consequences that they would be bound and tied, and put into this

furnace. And so they testified as to what they would do. That was their testimony.

III. THE TRIAL

Yy

The strongest men in the army - were used and employed tn{bind the

hiree youth. This sounds very much like those that try to (Erevena the resurrection

of @ @%omb with a stone and setting a 'g—‘u:arﬂd over it.

not enable them to escape.

W!&nd the king also had them bound in their ordinary (clothes/: This naturally would
!

—




=l

\! / So great was the heat of the furnace and the haste of the king, that
actually overtook their executioners.?, who were carrying out this cruel work.

What a trial, what a test to be put through.

(( you ever had the test of a fiery fyrnace. Now thetells us what
o 3

/ happenedéurlng this trlal ) %t says the clothes that these men had on were not

===y

effected by the fire. It tells us ti;:?ehir of their heads was not sin/ged.

It tells us that they did not even smell like they had been in a fire, there was

no smoke odor upon them. And the Bible tells us that they walked through the

fire. And they were not hurt.

N you ever stood there and walked through a fiery furnace. 1 remember the
P4
that/f\have walked through a fiery furnace. me? Well, I consider myself

a servant of God, of the Lord Jesus Christ, who has called me into the believed
Y—— | e

and into his kingdom. And @hy)would God ask me to walk through a fiery furnace.

—_—

.ilways sends hiséhoicest 1nto§the fire. And as I think of this in the

book of Danie]l, @@Mbﬁ of this before. But I would like to remind
you this morning, that it is‘ the wicked who were t"n_:l;_ggm in the fiery furmace.

But instead, God's choicest servants. Three of those who had faith.
e e il
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T:Tow@do not consider myself God's choicest servant. But somehow, that
~
our eves and it kind of melts my heart to a new dimension of Cod's will.
== S——— S—

Vhy does God allow his own to pass through the fires of troubles and trials.

@ do Avicked men pro and some suffer as saints. Why does this happen.



T don't know. , extremely sick with the thought in

mind that you @ay)not see t agai You wonder about this. But you sort

of@_a'ii%_&g when you think of this - these are trying days in Christian

experience, in which JLd sends his choicest through the fire.

s ch's choice preacher, looked back and he saw himself as the chj__c_a__/ f of

—

sin/ne.rs. But Paul also said that he had a thorn in the flesh. That God used to
i —_— e P

bring him to a greater degree of dedication and self-denial.

Mow we Christians do have the answer - every answer to grief, disappointment,
— K
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or discouragement. But here is the fact of the trial.
R

Now this lesson is a very @one to every believer here. All who will

take a firm stand and give a testimony to their faith d, through the Lord

Jesus Christ, they are going to be promised persecution. It has ever been so. UNo

n any age of history hasﬁgver been popular with the world, If you and T

are going to SW of Cod and refuse to yield at any cost,

you're going to be put in the furnace. The Christian is a stranger)here. He is

just aé‘ilgriﬂ going through.

The@ Godl)a your life is, the less éellwsb‘i_p you are going to have with the

worlds The less you'll f‘itm world. And the lonwh, the more T
h) = |

bel.ieve this. The @of the world not only will rlgg_gﬁ__;g_ct you but they are

repulsive to you. The things of the world - that the world loves - you will hate.
= = - _.__—’7'
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And Will hate the things that you love. And the more we realize the fact that

we have little in common with this world and it's program - the more we will be

considered odd and will be ridiculed and hated. The @you walk with God, the
2 Na ' ——
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more you'll understand the song - "I'm a stranger here,wit_h7i'n a foreign land.'

My home is far away,upon a golden strand. Ambassador to be of realms beyond the

sea. I'm here on business for my king."
iR

y on ’che@hristian who is pogulaQ:ith the world. Jesus said

in the world you are going to have tribulation, but be of good cheer. I have

overcome,

If you doubt this fact, then remember- "the friendship of the world

is emnity with God." @nga_n_t_to—cu-t_this_mmh, then t‘jlfg_’?__ a stand like

Shadrach, Me/s‘pach, and Abednego, and you'll soon find out.

Go ouamong those unhelievers who like lude -iakg} and speak up for

Christ. Go into the presence of some of those people tomorrow who curse and

swear. And give your testimony for Christ in their presence. @Efuse) tomorrow
L

to enter into some sinful, worldly indulgence with others. When pew

1
you, (say I belong to Christ} T cannot enter into this. Go out tomorrow when some-
L————-__-__-_-—-__—__ 2 - -

body offers to pass the drinks around and you say I belong to Chriﬁt, I don't drink.
— — —
Go out tomorrow and somebody wants to 5%51(3 and you say, I'm sorry, I don't take

part in that. I don't live a shady life. Noxhow quick your friends will

drog you and avoid you, when you go all the way with Christ. When you

for Christ. The trouble with most Christians is they gt along too well with the

—_—

world. They compromise — they hide their light under a bushel.

If you . to be true as these three men, you are going to be cast into the

fiery furnace.

And you look at the record and you'll discover that g made that fumace#hoﬂ
for those three men. M )L_ %}H,gj ‘)m ¢ a'? £ > t Q_ ZI ;i:




1V. THEIR TRIUMPH 4
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We've talked about their teEBEgLidb, their Eg;ﬁiﬁbny, and their Egiaf‘— now

let's think about their triumph. They were cast into the furnace. Because they

would (not) comform - V. ﬁ6—30 )— but the@Wr over them. The sufferings
Vb : s

V%~

brought them as they walked through that fiery furnace - many, many things took

J

place.

_b LFQ there was/ﬁw sense of freedom7 Lo, T seeég];mecg loose walking in

the midst of the fire. They had liberty - they could walk in that furnace, that was

a ngw experience. They could glory in their affliction. Yow they were not saved
B 7

from the fire but they were saved in the fire. Now the

heart is indestructi p;e. That a fiery trial c&w, the world cannot take

your peace away. MNo matter how it may treat you, how it may abuse you, they had a
T -___.__.—-“

new sense of freedom.

¥ing(Arthur) the story is told, put extreme care in the choice of a right weapon.
lle would take each (swo nd strike it apainst the hard rock. The sword that stood

best the test was deemed worthy for any encounter.

Tikewise, with thend these three men, I imagine the crowds were

attracted to hear these men of God tallk about how they walked through the fire

and in that sense of freedom. Did they not bulge, they did not bow, and they would

J—

not burn.

There are who are going to have illness, eanblems, you are

—

gow The fiery furnace may be around you. Wow you can be @
e

you ca m as these three men came out of that furnace and right in the midst

of the trial, they were able to move.
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]/y Second, a new source of fellowshi There was a fourth in the fire like the
4

son of G@ Being cast out{by men) they still had sweet communion with the Lord
(= e g =) Wtk

Jesus, the son of Cod. ﬂw,.,,) M»WL)W :;-W A I We kK
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And so it was wit@d @as they were cast into t‘ne— Acts 16.

There are multitudes of otherswho have suffered for Christ and have found a real

source of fellowship. @ is present with his suffering servanE's and I think

// i f/
he must have said, fear not, for I am with 3701’1.r When thou passeth through the

waters, T will be with thee. And through the f d they shall not overflow thee.
—_— \_-‘_/7 o

When thou walketh through the fire, thou shalt not be burned. Neither sh he
"

flame kindle upon thee. So faith lays hold of yea thou I walk through
y

the valley of the shadow of death, Christ is ever present. And this was a

triumph for these three.

A new source of fellowship with their Cod.

\ | LD A:d, it brought/a new opportunity fo:e’@ The says the king

—

/ } Dromotei them. Their useWed. And they had a greater experience

of the power of God. What a testimony they had as men who had passed from death

into life, Who were dead but are now living in the power of the resurrection.

# born for Christ's sake will bring a new revelation of divine

Every,

poss‘illail' ies that we may go back to live with a new force in our being.
v

The captain of our salvation was made perfect through suffering. And the

servant is not greater than his master.
{
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There was power and(éfeciousnes§_j£L;hgi:_£gi;h.) By faith, they quenched the

violence of fire. How tremendous, that these men walked through fire.

{ h
Denying Christ, said the(%g;;;:;;;;;;;;b to(;;lycarp:zPr thou shalt be thrown

to the wild beasts. Call for them said the preacher - we have no mind to change
—— —

for better or for worse. And if thou thinkest so lightly of wild beests, I shall

have a fire that will tame thee said the governor. You threaten me replied Polycarp

with a fire that will burn for an hour, and then be extinguished. But remember not
—— -

the (fire of eternal dammation resqzzgﬂ_ﬁor the punishment of the uggodl;) But why

do you delay. Execute whatever you please. The emperor commands thee to worship
¥ y C you p IPETOY

him and Polycarp said(ﬁlm a Christié%) Was his heroic reply. I cannot sacrifice

to your Gods - do therefore whatever you are commanded to do with me.

S e VA i g P
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Fourth, the fiery furnacgzgggused their eyes and our eyes upon eternityl God

——

was glorified by the trials ef his people. The fiery furnace was 19 to

display the glory of God in that land. After their trials they came out safe and
— 7

Yebuchadnezza

son of God. Now this is

answered, to what Cod meant to them. And of course the king,

m—

gseen the fourth man in the fire and recognized him as the

true of all of God's people who will be found faithful and refuse to bow before the

god of this age. The Lord has romised to keep us out of the fire of persecution
& P - P

and tribulation. But he has promised to be with us in trouble and to see us through.
lis promise is - I will be with them in trouble. In the world, ye have tribulationms.

But be of good cheer, I have overcome the world.

Are you passing through deep waters my friemd. Are you hated and opposed. Are
—

you persecuted, for your faithfulness to Christ. Do the members of your own family

ridicule you. Do your friends forsake you because of your belief and your refusal to
E o S
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go with them into the world,

Then take heart, the Lord is with you. Notice that the only thing which was

burned in the fire were the ropes that tied them.

‘.'fw_@- they were bound all in their clothes.
vyl 21, 23, 25 they were ést bound)into the furnace. But they fell down boupd.
. V

But when the king looked they were walking in the furnace. They were casting bound

hand and foot, and then they werﬁ walking free. The o&@t‘nat the fire

_7 @as the bonds and hat held them. How wond/etful. And to you that
. o

are also passing through fire because of your (faitl) in Christ, remenmber the fire

/f

can't hurt you. When through f lals thy pathway shall lie, My grace all "f

sufficient}shall b@ thy supply, the flames shall not hurt thee, I only design,
== 7

[
thy dross’ to consume, and thy gold to refine. '

—,
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often my friends when people walk through the fire, they think about
— (% | —rey.
. There was aflittle v fhat atEie__rEl_g;I church some - not a great deal.

They were pretty busy with their job

.« They had a lovely home. And they always
\ g"';
p@the excuse@aking a degs_‘\_i,‘gn for Christ, that they would not get

/j

iﬂfjrears of married life, they had a little
= e

@y bo n their home. And it w.-as a joy to the parents.
“ 3
One@ when the child was 4 or 5 months old the father called fi
:-———-_TDV —r - A

the preacher. Asked him to come immediately to the home. When he got there,

ready for the here-after. So after

he saw a lifeless body of the child in the father's arms. No sickness, no cough
—_—_ __..7.._.._._ 2 _7__8—,

no warning - the child had died, of what@ describe as ferib death) syndrome,

— -~ —f
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He conducted the@ for that child and on Sunday morning during the

invitation, both( parent%walked the aisle, giving their hearts to Jesus. The
p— — ‘_.-""_—————-_.——'

father asked that he might give a;"testimony./, And in substance, this is what he
e

gaid, .

|
! T never had time for God, Christ, or Heaven. Until God saw fit to ]:_;lugk‘ my
——— ? — S ——— -—

child out of this world. And take him home to Heaven. Now my interest is in
4

Heaven and with all my heart, I trust Jesus as Saviour.

= —— )

What a glorious Christian he became. y 9
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I'm not saying that everybody that passes through the fiery furnace are saved.
7

But I am sa;lring that trials, tribulations, and fiery furnaces - God

sometimes to get our eyes off the here and now. And set them upon the by and by.

The fiery furnace may come to ;ou. It may be a bu;/d/en - it may be a bl%g.

Tt depends on how you . n_' :Lord use it. And as you go through, you will
’————-——

realize there is a triumph. Always remember the marvelous experience of these

three children that had walked with the Lord before, and he walked with them

g

through the furnace.




