God or mane

H- the authority of his father; he wanted to be
/

his own master; he was not any worse morally after he hit the
R

gutter than he was when he asked his father fwwiunce.i

—

GsRelligRied bo AR biaicas ' * long time bofare ho

left for the far country. A sinner is not more guilty after
the sin than before the sin is committed in his heart.

‘"on't tie me downy don't fence me in; and don't bridle
me" is still the demand and the ery of the sinﬁer.

It is like t (@‘}, nature. It says, "Let me out of

these banks. Let me roar; let me go out in all directions;

let me destroy the crops; let me sweep away homes; let me
oy S TP e s =8

drown the lights of the city and leave behind wrecks, and

bereavement, and people who are homeless,"
o ivici i wnich says, "Let me out of these
wires and cables. I don't want to pull a trolley car or

s—_““
I want to be free so I can

light homes, or to heal the sick.
split trees and burn houses."
PLEN s urn_up

The ery of the sinner is

that o wants

not to be a blessing, to blow upon the sick face, or the sail

boat for little children on a gentle lake, but the wind says,

"I want to become a hurricane and sweep like mad across the
——
d d . d destr nd
sea and destroy boats and destroy dikes an s troy gnm}a

destroy fruit trees."
——

X

WALKING AYAY FROM SIN' Lake 15118
\‘ e

1

|

. 91 will arise and go to my father; and will say unto him,
- 1

"Pather, I have sinned against heaven and before Thee."

aid the story of the Prodigal Son is the

most bea ever told.

7
thri__l}sd__"y"

It is a far

it is the mos

the dr&of

greater interest, however, to read of a man who, like the

@went from spiritusl poverty to spiritual riches.
”
@mc young men of the world cannot throw off the E;ga of
Rovery

erty and replace them with the garments of success. @11

te&utiful story; all of us are

n who go from poverty to riches.

e ——

who hear the w of Christ can become spiritual
M in just the twinkling of an eye.

individuals in th

s [Bibleho wakised

W. T want to concentrate on the Prodigal Son.

Now there are

e
i

However, let me mention a couple just in passing.

L @_ Joseph was a young man, sold by

his brothers into Egypt, bought as a slave be Potipherar, a
captain of Pharaoh's guard, and in Potipherar's house this

man Joseph was lifted up to a place of honoy and trust. Now
Potipherar'@gg_iem,oyj with Joseph and tempted him

to dishonor and to sin. The more you read about this story,

the(more you wonder that Joseph was able to walk away from

Now all believers can say that



sin and say "No.," Here was a young man in his twenties with

e —

a full tide of natural life and a most natural temptation,

that of his body, was strong and dangerous. This temptation

was unusually strong because of the person who was the

tempter. ©She Wa‘ 8 _common woman; she was not a street

walker. She was a woman of rank and beauly and fashion. From

the standpoint of worldly policy, she might well have whetted
~ ’ | S ——

his appetite, and if he yielded to her advances, he would

have no doubt been placed in h;5h3r places of qger because

she would, as a friend, influence for him the court. But
” s __/,, e ————

he refused to do this. And another thing about this--you will

note this-~that the temptailgx},@ It would be
easy perhaps for:'a person t_o_w_g;k__w@ to walk

away from it ‘t'wg% but day after daz this temptation came to

him. There was his father's religion, and his father's

people; and yet, Joseph met the temptation in this way by

saying,@in I do this great evil and sin

This did not go well with the woman, and she laid

against God?"

charges inst him. But Joseph fled; he away from
ge __.agga__w__/_’ P 3 walkg_ away

c— ——

sin.

l

and ru;l.ers from all parts of the world had gat._ll{red. The

cups were filled and there was silver and gold aplenty. The

(floortof this palace wes red, blue, and white marble, and King

g —
.@a giving a feast and entertaining his guests.

) He wanted to bring her in to W

before this drunken group. So he gave the order to the

. of the world.

message and -the ¢ lains came back and sald the Queen a.lll
t_come ine” In rage and drunken-~of course she knew that

this meant disgrace; that she would be removed from the throne
e paad _‘_.”__;—7

The Queen received the

end that her power would be taken away. However today, that

palace is just a heap of dust where wild beasts howl, and

this noble Queen, certainly would be a blessing to
e — p—
the women and young girls of this country if they had an

organization after her kind.

As we think about walking .away from sin, there are sev-

eral things I'd like to say about thifProdigal Sopn

Vi 2

The Prodigal Son was (hot)a rare sinner; he was not

unlike the sinners of today. me@.u in the

:
individual. He wanted to run his own life without regard for




And by and by his mind only

had been reared w.
held a faini outline of what the old home looked like. His

father's tender facg became on_]:v a lz}_gr. Someone has said

that conscience does not stop us from sinning, but it keeps

us from enjoying sin after we have committed it.

gun_point. None of the

o

e, but this boy told that his

He knew he ought to leave the

28 done. he wi why
- e
em to call me 'chicken'.

Now the word "chicken" is a current word among teenagers to
e e ————. o

describe one whWto go on. But this

lad said, "When I f th 1 me

aW Now whiie he was riding around with
SN

his companions, he had the idea that some quick and easy
e —_—

money would be a good thing. For s time, at least, he had to

blot out his parents, his Sunday School teacher, and all that
— yosied

e
How much better it wouldqhave

Sin segms to bé a good companion to the Prodigal until
/Khad begun to take the place of

hé ‘had learned at the church.
P

been had he walked gway from sin. g u‘/

2

It does not want tn_hgl the

sick or lighten the bu}ien of mankind, or to meke people

e

Sin is lik@atomi@henergy.

happy, but it says, "Drop me; I want to run wild."

He wanted to put his feet on the broad way of the world.
His appetite--it prompted him; and he did not want to be
answerable to any man at sunset. Sin and the sinner have not

changed in thq! two thousand ;earn}inoo the Prodigal Son left

his father's house. He was a typical sinner, and he wanted

his freedom from all moral responsibility.

——

He did not care

about any respona:l.bil:l.ty at all. — Ko Iu
%ubla.,

II. y'. ‘ Ih
| All sinners become wanderers. They know before they

-

start out that their sins will cause them to wer far from
—q d

Wut they don't know that they will waste their bodies and
2 A —

minds, and eventually become human driftwood.

— e ———
_—
The to(See life,) He wanted to go

out and

He wanted to/taste|/of life. He was determined to know

what life was all about.

still taw not roe

going to see death at its worst. But sin-con

have not changed. They

tinues to pay

———

. : ST RIS
in the same currency, the CWM. It never uses
i (s 2




any other kind of money. . I've been there. I did not taste because I knew
. T o

en the Pr%&me&nme, that it would not add one te to a man's life, but the man
aemi -—————“'%————-—
he awakened with the b aén ing at dawn, he packed up his S who drinks of the fountain of youth at St. Augustine is no
little traveling bag and he ‘hurried after dressing fully and more foolish than the sinner who thinks he can ich joys of
SR - ————. —_—
carefully. He gave himself one final look in the or, liked his days by drinking at any of the springs of sin.

what he saw, told his parents éoodby, and was gone without The Prodigal Son had tq/le naked facts the hard
— ———‘é@nu—?__—— =

looking back. The bi.rds never sang sweeter, the grass_never and expensive way. He did not know that his soul wes made of
looked greener, the sky was never bluer, and the air was never the same materials of which God and eternity are made, and thaf
so soft on his eager face. nothing but God and eternity could ever satisfy them.
P P RN e
a mor n He took out higbillfold

and he counted his wealth, and then his dreams began to pound
— e ——

his brains, and his feet were planted on the road ready to go
S ——— S Now

where he wanted to goe.

is! sad day whe man tries to escape his soul. When he
He hag @ or the first day, nor did he have any Lty y When a ) pe_ 0

goes on, one sin will demand another sin until his life is

plans for the sqco daz. He didn't want any dull rout:l.ne-- 5 o4

Bie very-ihing herins tering te esoape - Ao A @ braik i: constantly manufacturing i:l:n. Sin is a hard taslmaster.

on his desires. He said, "Just“_lgi &m lead me where they As the Prodiﬁal continued in hH wiadggﬁ ‘ra ﬂﬁ’ to
will." ‘ day, he'(® ess.and-less of his father's house. It had

to be that way. You can't think of a father's hy w

witw and sometimes ends in genuine repentance.
tr e ———
' : d father's h durin
begans wandering? was 3ooking Tor the foantain | No doubt the Prodigal thought of his father's home g
e g . b t ad fishness. But ch sin was
of youth. His quest was silly and fruitless; he was supposed A e fodione :Ls/ess “ i s

—— e

to have discovered such a spring at ﬁ . Augustine, Florida. | committed, h

which he

' of the clean atmosphere




e g ial, Now the man had killed tie Lal iUl do

that had been warning him of danger.

"For whoso findth me,

are dgxw out of gur soul.

findth life. But he that sinth against me, wrongth his own

soul. All they that hate me love death®™ Prov 8:35-36

Mﬂde the Prodigawd other
days. At long last hs a ggh‘éy 1 being

and that this world and its offerings were earthly.

Fortun-

ately, he had never become 2 citizen of the far country. He

was just a tr__ggj.j;. there, as if he had been stranded there,

. Showing a man @mn not
. e

stop his hunger any more than earthly things can take the
place of reverence, hope, and love, Man is not a machine.
What was the cry of the young men in the far country?

"ot SRl 501 inboTtance had

gone from him.

His @uh himself began by déspising his father's

A

house and he wanted to be free to run wild.

— i

e

— T T ——

N,
1'i.‘riends " left him. He could have done a very usefu:

fresh, spring water; l’w became common; the

sweots on whioh he had been feeding for so long began to
WI, and he was really in the far country now.

'mtanco one oan_ggung&@ is the far

country.

Now the Prodigal'm When it was gone, his

————

thing with the mcney by getting himself an education, but now

his money was gone,

for a

-

Sinners are always westing their substance.

shave.

The man open his mouth and s3 p the barber, "What
o -

do The barber passed the

man's ryrk off lightly, but the man said, "Y t see

far eggugh. If you could, you would see one of the fipest
w anyone owvned, a herd Mrd cattle, l_':__.g, and

g%n_g. I lost them all with wasting their substag/g;.
And they finally learned that they take on a heavy yoke, a

heavier one when they continue to wander in sin.," Above the

reminder of what a life of sin leads to.



You cannot run

his mental faculbies, and his self respect.

with an evil crowd and expect to remain pure,
‘ ’Eivers in Canag Flow in pgy

that one hundred miles before th.ow. The water of one is

cle“,while the water of the other river is w. Do you
think after t together and merge that half of the
thgyaegt tog nd _mergs

directions for more

river is clear and hgldof it_is muddy? No, you can't see any

a—

of the clear water. Jesus said, "W,

You will hate the one and love the other.m"
7

people who get in the far country.

oner or lateq Eaminezlwaﬁ strikea the far country.

t which has been satisfying ceases to satisfy; that which

How true it is of

has looked so golden has turned to brass; companions that
seemed so alive have durned to dead men; and the laughter that
was gay has turned to wailing. Instead, the far country has

become a desert.

farvationy

——

served only to produce

Stervation had taken over in his soul. He had learned too
late that s:Ln :LB just simply madness.

he had learned that God not only gives

Almost too 1atef
— -

It is not shrewdness.

us laws by which to live s but he is the one w&‘éives 11!9)

Without God we are not truly aliv are dead)while we yet

live. Man can make almost anything but_;}!e. e do not see

the source of life but we do see its manifestations wherever

we look.

Now we _canno § see God, but we can see the constant
result of his presence. is doing what God wants him
N ——— % - —

to do, he is E_ELZ if man is where God wants him to be, he

0 200 il D
beleng in the}r @elong in the wx@gﬂ in

the will of s and this is the most appropriate place for

young people to be and to desire to be and to seek to be and

to pray to be and to be certain to do the will of Geod,

Though the Prodigal had(wasted)

Jhis mogey, his opportun-

ities, and much of h;g_ng:am:l;ty, there was one thing that

@uhd—hﬂa conscience.
..... e ——

——

The sinner

onscience is man's most faithful friend.
- —“#7—

oesn't always realize that.
7

e who was trying te
i

PR

had t

£ vras kopt awake by his and he

the window. After everything he tried

to do had not quieted him, he W Not long after
that, a t.hies gge, along at whom the dog had been barking,

Aalismhed +hreaiich +he window. A fiocht £ollowed 2nd the man was



will the dgmmmm@?" And 1t was not.

reasonable that he should stay there on the fﬂ, and so he

said, "Father give meaeo"

Tt e et e it A il

Mﬁnind he is :aafeI but once pow_nd_h}pk,
a W,and a young man and his imapgination, thew?

nothing in the world can hold him back. And not many days

thereafter, he took his journey into a far country. Unclean
af;fg__tda__,;?w and a God abandoned heart-~that is the far country.
And when he had spent all there arose up a mighty famine in

the land and he began to be in want. With one mighty sentencez

there is a perfect picture of the far coungy &,__QQL

no chance; he had wasted h -in riotous living.

S X Tt
/@ &02 was_there for him? What could a penniless spend-

thrift do?

und&e them, it would be good to M%
it would be niWem in letters of gold for up

until now sin had abounded., All recady we find now the grace
e T {1 S A

of God taking hold in his heart, and he began to think about

home. When he came to himself. When he was yet a great way

off his father saw him. And we see him. Our Lord sees him

| Aol om e PoiT orud

a4
et USRS ST, ™ 1ot

country dilgut_ed him while the land he once despised became
the desire of his hesrt. He wanted the shelter of his father'

house.

nd back among

the old scepes ﬁﬁﬂ 1 eod";'/i; he had no shelter from
lw neither does a lost man—-he wang rest. How
weary was his soul; Ws and nights; life was
w!lthdut Egﬁoae 3 how he w once more at the close

of dey. Sinners find that life becomes more weary each y}ar

in the deep of the night with only the eyes of darkness lookin

at them. They long for the capacity to rest.

t more than all of this, tho anted forgivenes

He knew how to get forgiveness; "Father I have sinned against
qpe— /

heaven and in Thy sight am no more worthy to be called Thy

son." How great God must yearn to hear our prayers like that
unto Him.

1v. theffiypicalfeorciveness.| (g0
"And when he was yet a Wﬁm

and had compassion, and ran and fell on his neck and kissed

—

him. Whe "ﬁranted us to know about God's eager desire

to save %3 He gave us these words.that have no equal for

compassion, love and mercy. (Mdpﬂf -y /lor,émg
Lrrsa ) 19 — [rrotie P Wt 220 L SErcrm



It's not difficult to_imagine the
father looking from some\fﬂghwelsoo--on—lg_s;&g for the boy

who had gone away. The story from Luke makes it plain that

the father never ceased to look for his return. ‘ |

There was no
qommax;d, no sugges;bion that he must go and wash first, for his

father fell on his neck. Gmi___tik_qé_y_JnaLas_m.A}e when we

come with that plea, "Fathe i "

s the father interupted
him and said, "Lgs ny I know that you have sinned. Bu@/,
Wth@ minute you turned around

o

andaWwith@ga and you started home."

He said, "SW, the best we have,
PreBare a fegt, for hy.

lost and is now come home.

and put it on him. This son was

He was dead to decency and shame '

over the world wherever the Gosp__l is greached the Prodigal ’
‘—“ |

is cominﬁ to Gode No matter how deep into-the slim of sin

he may have fallen, the hand of God can go out stmll deeper ;

to 1ift him, to clothe him. Jesus said,w

07 (e iR 0 REsach to the

P mbliality T o1 ot e BliRaRee ond Tepost the
Rt -t e

" \ilaiblelil ) " SRl *voryone thsre would
bew_g_thosg_ words."

Sin never willin ave

. them to the seat of God. A

been away from home. When he thinki_o_f_m the shows,

, the mand every=
(Good_pirsyoan n by it.

"How long

the thea&h the 020 es, the fe

thing that his heart desires with th

"How long will my father live," he began to ask.
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and He makes us see him. Look at him. Look how he runms.
-

bl G- Vo, ' running 1ike a pen

if He and his

hunwn. He outgtrips everybody on the same road; he

runs a8 he has never ran before. And when he comes to the

first sight of his father's house his strength suddenly.fails
“nay K

him. Then &all, of this long time in the far country, his

Im have increased His father had never

window until the darlmess fell again on all the land, and in

the darkness he listened all the night for a footstep that

never came.

But at last, one day hnw'away from sin, and he

said that his long, lost son was now saved. Yes, that's a

@ewﬂ%ﬂ's . faad

day when somebody whispers in the heart of an innocent young

man some Wand his imaginatiecn -

is set on fire and he picutres sin and he sees s‘e_;_of_ej__q_ej.j.ght.

It's a sad day when a b&ggggﬂ_.on?takes over his life or a

bad book will do it or a bad picture will do it. And it is
being done every day on the-streets of this city and in the




8chools of this city, and in the colleges. A bad story, book
will do it, a bad song will do its They cannot be in this
world and flee and escape it. Every man:is certain to run
into these evil things, Oh, that somebody would supply a

@o cut out this corrupt spot out of the memory of every
heart. And when he was s great way off--nothing is more

truer than the history of man walking from sin,

A e |
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