to the main deor, and asked to door keeper if he

might admit his friend. Now how long he waited there we

do not know. And naﬁnﬂw Eg;van} knowinﬁ iom' had

admitted his friend who was standing without, and with the

consent of the doorkeeper brought in Peter. But we notice

here that th{_ maid!whg kept the door immediatelz scrutinized

Peter, and either because he was a friend of John's whe she

knew to be a disciple 6f Jesus, Or, just by reason of

suspecting that he was a diseiple, questioned him on that

point. ' Therefore, the kindness of the disciple getting him

into the high priest's home proved to be(é real ‘bemptatioxh\
o

We note here the attack on him, It was a maid, so
-———7

small, and yet she challenged him. She only asked him

<careless M"Art not thou one of this man's di i

As we would say in verse 17, "Thou art not I suppose one

of this man's disciples," And Peter answered, "I am not."

So we see that the doorkeeper was the first one to

WARMENG BY THE DEVIL'S FIRE

John 18:15-26
Introduction
John tory, and I would like for us

to think of it in terms of an eye witness account as he

continues to relate to us the incident of the trial of
Jesus. In his story containing these verses, we see first
he gives a glimpse of Simon Peter, then he becomes interested

v
in relating the trials of Jesus and then he comes back

again in a closing part to Peter and his final denial of

Jesus,

3

1
1
1
i
A

I, Peter IV;E———-_JE_—_=======§_'——_4

: |
Peter's kindness to Christ here is that he followed i

Jesus when he was led away. Though at firsi le fled jith

the rest of them, yet afterwards he took heartia little
ot

and followed a:c‘ Some distance%’ggllm' g to mind th@y_yu‘sg

he had made to adhere to him whatever it should cost him.

Those that had followed Jesus in the midst of the honors,

and shared with Him in these honors, when people cried




"w, ought to have followed him now in the

midst of these reproachs,

Ogdeishere-giuing us.snalaotign i progressy) The

writer recalls a scene, thereby pa_i_rl_ils_;'m__a_mntal
-

picture out of the fountain of his memory. Though, all

of the d:Lsc::.ples had fled at the arrest of Jesus 2 Peter

soon regained courage and returned and followed Him, As

they led him to the palace of the high priest.

%III_Y_GI_‘&#MML 'iSo did another disciple."
believe that he is mo here in maki i tement,

because he is speaking of himself,

When they arrive here at the high/prj,,e_gj;,',_s‘ Qm_j.gg;)we

discover that Peter stood outside and could. not go in, He

was waiting for an opportunity to get nearer. Thus, when
we meet with opposition in following Christ s We must show
our good will,

Then we discover that the disciple received kindness

and as John states here, ag he speaks of himself as another
disiple > Who has been known to the high priest. Some
writers say that he had werentgdealings with the

high priest, others feel that perhaps John 4nd the fisherman

had furnished the high priest with fish., We do not know

about these, these are only probabilities. But we certainly

see(no I'SBSOH v

could not have MMWt in

knowing him in this way. There were lots of <o£er believe/r)

in Jerusalem such ‘as Nicodemus, or Joseph of Arimathea, who

had known the high priest, and had knowledge of him, as well

as these immediate disciples close to Christ, As there are
many disciples who had known the priest we do not think
that it is out of the ordinary that one of them, who had

been an acquaintance, was gble to invite Peter in and intro-

dﬁce him.

———

in and ];isten to the trial.

—

Th( statement ]that he went into the cogt of the

high priest with Jesus, and the s}atement that he obtained

But it at least gave him the opportunity to come

the admission of Peter, his acquaintance was such, as to

/
Hence, it implies:some

account for his doing these things.
degree:of personal respect and regard on the part:of the

high priest.

. Bvidently when (John entered Jand: ]

ot wth them following, so he went back




a warm fire, furnished by the enemy—of Jesus., I gave Peter

no quarter.for being willing to warm by the enemies! fire,

When I saw that I_had my audience thoroushly committed to

the shameful inconsistancy of such a think, I said very

£y thag for g‘Caldwell

cool DV the enemiesleggoe:" After a few brief

Tk e

sentences amphifying the idea, I offered the suggestion that

if we had to have ice, we'd get someone to handle it so we

would not have to send our childreqﬁtoﬁg_aalnn after i't,

In'less than a week, one of our deacans, Tncle Charley

Broaddus, who was a kinsman of John A. Broaddus, who was
Sec———

carrying ice in connection with his meat market, and we

lived happily ever after.

I believe, Uncle Jeff, as we affectionately called

him while in school, had a point of warming by the devils!

fire, And certainly this is a thing that' many are guilty
of tOdayo

high priest and others who gathered here.

question him, We do not know what John thonght about

his friend, who heard this first denial.

Now Peter would have certainly bee’@w

had confronted him instead and said, "This is the man who

cut off my ear, I will have his head for it." But it was

only a maid asking him this question, and how speedily Peter
surrendered and said, "I am not,"
But perhaps he was thinking about his own safety, and

how he could secure himself, when he said, "I am not"

ve 18

We see that he(razmed by the devils £ired Peter goes

in and he stands with these men, among the servants of

It wag gold,
They cared not what became of Chrigt, Amos 6:6

with them, and was

We see how Peter

made one among them, It was bad enough!that he
up to the end of the hall and appear ;pfigsuﬁg;‘ehalfz The

other disciples, who could none of them get in to hear the




trial might well have received this information from

Peter. We think how his heart must have been full of grief

and concern., It was much worse that he joined himself with

those who that were against his Master, He stood with them
and warmed himself., This was a poor excuse for joining them.
A little while later we shall see the resulis of this.

1itt i i a i certainly ruin

ong's influence. Because he aggociated with these wicked

men, and kept company with them, doubtless, they were

deverting themselves to the persecution of Christ, and what

sort of éntertainment was this to Peter. Yet he might have
been off in a corner wggp;gg,'for his Master who was
suffering.

Because he desires to be thought one of them, that
hq_g;ggg not be suspected to be-a disciple of Chrigt., The
éiﬂ% was coo}‘) because of that time of the year in Palestine,
The nights were a little chilly, and in the dim court there

was a charcoal fire with dark shadows moving along on the
walls, There was just sufficient light for

the f;atures of a man's face. Peter seems to be indifferent

to the trial, and he takes his place by the fire.

ho was an old professor al
Southwes tern Seminary, told about the time when he was

pastor at Caldwell, Texas, There was po.dce factory in

town, and he said if we had ice, it had to be shipped in
and the keading salon keeper in the town was the one who
supplied ice for the rest of the town, And he said that

he discovered that my members weregggx;gg¥ice from the

salon., They were sending their children to the salen for

it. And he said I had to search for some scripture somewhere

that I might give my people a skinning. He said, "If I had

told them to guit buying ice from the salon, they would

have probably forced me to leave the church.," They said

I prepared a expository sermon on the 22nd Chapter of Luke
on the theme, Peter's gradual steps downuyard to the depths

of denying his Lord., He said I used an outline something

like this. First, over self-confidencej; second, shameful

indifference; third, carnal dependence; fourth, following
afar off; fifth, choosing wicked associates; and six warming

by the enemieg! fire,
dear old Peter, for being willing to enjoy the luxhiry of

He said, "I bore doim heavily on
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] II, Jesus v, 19-23

@, as to the(manner of bis preaching Z“He spoke e

ogenly with freedom and plainness, He did not deliver things

in secret, but He did not try to undermine the nation, or

spread corruption in the nation. Christ explains himself

ing J we find that the
While Peter is now(denying ‘3_.3:25‘,_

At first

they scemed o try to tempt bin.as(a.false-teaches) of

false doctrine. In verse 19, they examine him concerning

fully. Y\

Gecong) as ‘to_the (person,) He preached, he spoke to
the world, to all that had ears to hear, were willing to

hear, high and low, learned and unlearned, Jew and Gentile 5

friend and foe.

q as to ths Elace that he :reachei in when he 4 '

was in the g—o_q.nuy, he preached ordinarily in the »-’éfyjmgngue
— Q..

the places of meeting for worship and ph:the $_§‘gbath..déy.

The time of meeting when he came up to gﬂerusalem, he preached
3 4 f..-,—==_.
the same doctrine to the gemple, and the solemfeast. Preache
. — é N
in private homes, on the, ntain the seagide, and yet
private homes, o ymountain, by >aside, and ye

what he preached in private was the very thing that he had

delivered publicly."/ We must note that the doctrines of

——

Christ, purely and plainly preached, need not be ashamed

is disciples and his doctrine,

It was against all law that they should seize him as a

eriminal and now that he is their prisoper, they have nothinﬁ

to lay to his charge, The intention of the High L was |

to@g_swg@mﬁ_&_bm because he wanted to prove
that hews MM He examined him concernig

disciple that he might charge him with sedition, and

represent him as dangerous, to'the Qoman government, as well
as to the Jewish church. He asked him who were his disciples,

what number they were, of what country, and what were their

names and what kind of characters they were, What is now

—

becoming of them all, where are they, why do they not
appear here., And they upbraided him for the disciples

being cowards in deserting him,

""séoncerning his doctrine ?that they might charge him
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with hereggy._gnd bring a penalty of the laiy against °

him as a false prophet, backing up Deut, 13:9&10 and

—

also Deut, 17:12, . Therefore if prophets could not perish
but at Jerusalem, where that court sat, they could not

prove any false doctrine. Isaiah 29:21,
e

They said nothing
to him concerning his miracles, nothing to him about his

good works, nothing to him about his doetrines being

contradictions.

They were adversaries, of Christ. They

éuarre;ed with his Eggygz) They shut their eyes to his

providences, .

We see here that John turns our thought now as he

was standing close by from the group surrounding Peter,

to the group surrounding Jesusi And he gives to us a
remarkably simple and vivid description of what they were

asking Jesus,

-&.
Christ made ap ausuer io. these cuagii To his

diseiples he said nothing because it was an impertinent

A s

question, His doctrine was sound and good. His having

disciples to whom to communicate it, and to practice it

certainly was clear. He would thing to

and they could say nothing to justify them.

As to his doctrine he said nothing in particular, but

referred himself to those that heard him, being not oﬁLy

made manifest to God, but made manifest also to the
consoience, Hg_charged his judges.ith(llezal ireosding)
He does not, indeed, speak evil of the rulers, or of the
ﬁeople, but he appeals to the settled rules of their own

court, Whether they dealt fairly by him, do‘you indeed

8o here, why ask you me, Which implies
two_errorg in their judgment., -
coﬁbérning my doctrine, when ¥

They had condemned it before they had heavrd, or even given

him a chance. W

you, you have no evidence against me.

He éntered into a fair and open dealiﬁg with them

judge righteously.

vroask you, me now

ask ye me, must I convict elf,

upon the publication of his doctrines. The crime which the
judges were about to enact was against the law, Deuteronomy
e —

13:6." And therfore Jesis procedes to clear himself fully.
-—




priest in drawing from him some expression that will be

used to be turned against him as a reproach. And so they

were trying to find out something ro be able to pin upon

Him.

Jerse 22, TWhile the Judge is examining Him, no

servants thereby, were somewhat irrated, because they could

find no fault with him, and we see that they abused him.

) He gave him a blow with at

S AATAGELY, T R I e AR D

rod or with his open hand.

ey

This is a fulfillment of the

seripture, Isaiah 1:6, or Micah 5:1 "“They shall strike the

Jggge of Israel with a rod upon the cheek," This is also

a type answered in Joel 16:10.

N——— e ——

the cheek reproachfully,

They have smitten me upon

It was unjust to strike one who

had done nothing to him,

He said, "Answers thou the high priest in such a

g e

e,

13

to appear in the most numerous assemblies, or to be carried

in secret.

s to ‘doctrine itself2 he said nothing in secret,

contrary to what He said in public. But only the way he

said, "A repetition in secret, I have said nothing." He

sought no corners, for he feared no colors, nor said anything

Wihen he did speak in private to

2 m..migammpg)m

Isaiah & Deuteronomy 30:11,

he need feel ashamed of.
his disciples, he qrgdg

Matthew 10327,

H ea to

that have heard himd)and desires

that they might re-examine what he preached, or

whether he had that dangerous tendency that was here set

In other words, he said, "Ask aoy jupariial heaver,
ask zour.ggaﬁggficers.ﬁ Some writers think that he even

pointed to sdée of those who were. ent, at this time
in the high priest's gffice. And behold they know what
o

The doctrines of Christ may safely appeal to all

forth.

I said.

that know it, and has so much right and reason on its side.

’,\ So in verse 21, Jesus offers no apology for the

statements that he is making. He only objects to the high

N SRS T
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Sea of Galilee, when Pober Jofhuis.Cishiasehoniand .

waded ashore to meet Jesis_. And Jesus questioned him,

"Lovest thou me." Or if we could follow this event that

John is now talking about, and come to thg daz of Pentecos*.?

when we shall hear his great sermon, and witness the people

who are converted, Or, we could take a journey with him

as they walked to theu.ﬁate bW‘ful of the temple and
healed a la n. Or we could spend some time in Herold's

1 15

owed Christ the healing 'of his ear. But whoever it was, he

had done it to please the high priest.

You remember on one occasion

The wicked ruler,
used these wicked servants.

in Acts 23:2, that Paul received such ‘a blow.

eV, 23 Christ here has a wonderful expression of

———

at midnight, where he is bound with chains s as the

We would think of

-

great hours, But now we are in themidst of a real

4
temptation'lZs John reveals it for us.@ a maid had

—

asked him about it, and then another had asked him, concerning

the knowledge of Christ. We know that@!e_cgn_mh
"Though all should forsake thee s Z‘et will not Lo" Today

we can si "T am th:.ne 0 Lord", but tomorrow we deny

PRI S o

the Chrigt within us and say, "I never knew J.t." "Did not

I see thee in the garden with Him?® ke »
The preacher in the pulpit may hear that voice, "Did
‘not I see thee, speaking in his name?" The singer in the

CM%E hear you singing his praises?"
; Yo £

The

(eelmess and pabienos), “ibat I Revecnou said, there

witness of evil., Let them judge of it who are the

thou me2?" Christ could have

« proper judges. Why smitest: -

answered hE with a miracle of wrath, could have struck
him dumb_or de%g| ‘he could have WW that

had been 1lifted up against him, but insted of that, He

was very patient.(We too) many times will receive blows

and a second b and will often have to seek to avoid

R

quarels., +Our resentment of injuries done unto us must

always be rational, and never passionate, OSuch as Christ

here when he suffered, The reason that he did not-smite

them, when we are called out to suffier, we must do so in
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patience, as He would have us to do,

V. 2y It seems that Annas, has sent him to Caiaphas for
R P v

further investigation, probably it was just i.across the
court, as their offices or apartments, must have been

very near,

Ia III. Peter V. 2)4 ' 26

Ngw‘John in tellinﬁ his stoEKZcomes back again to

; Simon Peter, as he completes the story aboul his warming

by the devils! f;ge. He comes back again to the denial

and the temptations which he had while standing there in

the court, warming himself, literally standi g warming

He was taking no part in the formal trial of

persons were perhaps there in the group and we read that in

: verge 26 that q?e of the kinsmen came bo him and asked him

the question, To find one who was_a

Jesusey  Several

kinsman to the man, who

) who had been there in the garden. f

M

"Q%d not T see you in the Gg;den?" This was a' powerful

temptation to Peter, and because this man not only suspected

it, but he felt confident that he had seen Peter in the

garden, And furthermore, he had witnessed Peter drawing
N—

the sword, and using it, and therefore, had seen that

Peter was in trouble here now. This man no doubt, was

kin to Malchus, because the circumstances indicated such,

We see here that he denied him again, That sin, $n
N 4

general, hardensdthe heart. Hebrews 3313. So the beginning

of sin is letting a little water in, and then sooh it
breaks down the fence, and covers the whole terribory.
And so one sin, such as the sin of lying is one that is
fruitful, and because one lie must be’told to support
another, and-before long one is in deep trouble.

If we should but take a brie%ﬁé;gggg_bagknaiél and

see Pe and Caesapea, when he did not, hg said that

For we go back on that stormy
night, on:Galilee, when he tried to walk on the sea. Or

we climb the mount of tlamwhen thére he

visited -with Moses and Eliah, or we visit with him BY the
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deacog Eg the church, ﬁDid not we witness you as a

church officer?" The Sugd h "Did not we

see thee in a Sunday school class, telling about Jesus?"

And then tochear such a denlal when they say, "I never

knew Him," wm&% PM,M

|
La v ATt g o0 T ) oo

But now we come to, as John tells us, the part where

.
S
Peter was convicted)land its such a SH pje, ordinary.happen-

ing in the natural world. The Q255=§§gu§‘a$he cock proclaims

‘the coming oif' the morning. Yet that crowing of the cock

is a part that played a definite part in his conviction.

It was not the

igdotime, or the last time that some

(simple incident) some iittle something that happened, that
caused God to speék to a soul. It might have been a hook,

a picture, a child's folded dress; a jewel, a house, a'room,

a mountain, a river, And yet the crowine of the cock was

T ——

sufficient to work conviction in the heart of Peter,

@M@%gx,«n&m Aty & Lor,
Lrend D ™ ok, L ikl

.. a_JGu/nﬁwul 9‘9“&?’*{
SRk gt ol 292K 2ry Ao}

the conviection, was in
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Wkw}len Christ, bound, bleeding from

-

the blow, turned and looked upon Jesus as he was being
Dem——— P

:;Ied through the halls. The cgck crew, when the cock crew

denial rang out in the midnight air, and we discover that

the Lord turned and looked upon Peter. If we only could

realize what was in the look of Christ, that turned Peter

from this sinful course, and changed his life,

UL U G L s Pt ket G o G ist
upon a heart, might I;Et some soul out g; hi;}, and setb

someone on the way to heaven.

God spared us all that his love might be trampled upon,
and yet, this look was a look of appeal, The ever seeking

and all forgiving love.

It was@ohn Newton the slave dealer, who wrote the
5 R R T e an ...av s
hymn, "I saw one héﬁ?inglpnvgﬁTrae, in agonieg) who fixed

his languid eyes on me and near his cross I stood." Sure,

never til my latest breath, can I forget that look. It

seemed to change me with his death, though not .a word he

It was alook of wounded love.

Gin? tn e Ay — il Ko

was as (Adam and.Bwey going out of the garden of Eden, lost

eir wrong doing, and suffering

the evils of this world. The tears that were falling,

because he denied to a and he wept so

over his sin, The

to weeB over their g;gé. )

Many peopldg need to

ible is on : o e

\

»because of their
sins. It was a dark night, and it was a bitter night, and
yet, somehow I feel that Peter was salvaged from destruction,
because of the prayers of Jesus, because Jesus had prayed
for him, And today there are those who have had people
pray for them, mothers, fathers, brothers, sisters, wives
and others, but above all we know that Christ intercedes
for us, Peter did not fail because faith will not fail.

And there was a forgiving, redeeming, cleansing, restoring

power of Christ.,
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deacon 9 the church, "‘Did novt we witness you as a
cwﬁger?" The Supday gghggl ;gag% "Did not we

see thee in a Sunday school class, telling about Jesus?"

And then tbchear such a denlal when they say, "I never never

knew Hnm. " WW "‘ ,@:6-4

|
j M% 7 ar WW /‘»)a‘ow

i B 2

But now we come to s a5 John tells us, the part where

A\

\"
eter was convicted)land its such a smg' $¢, ordinary.liappen—
ing in the natural world. The €0k CLQUSs-ne cock proclaims

‘the coming of the morning. Yet that crowing of the cock

is a part that played a definite part in his conviction.

It was not the _;:_g gg.,ju.mg, or the last time that some
(_sj:;nple incident) some iittle some‘t‘.ﬁi)g:l;hat happened, that

caused God 16 speak to a soul.” It might have been a_hook,

a picture, a child's folded dress, a jewel, a house, a‘roomz

a mountain, a river, And yet the crowins of the cock was

sufficient to work conviction in the heart of Peter.
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