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Footage from the White House state dinner Tuesday night confirmed that the 

monarch presented Trump with a ceremonial gift but sounded more like a perfectly 

timed British punchline: a polished brass bell.  

It was the original bell from the HMS Trump, a World War II submarine. 

“Today, our partnerships in NATO and AUKUS deepen our technological and 

military co-operation and ensure that, together, we can meet the challenges of an 

increasingly complex and contested world,” said Charles in front of the crowd. 

He continued, “And speaking of submarine alliances, there was one particular 

aukus predecessor, launched from a UK shipyard in 1944, that served for the 

majority of her life attached to the 4th Submarine Squadron in Australia, playing a 

critical role during the war in the Pacific. Her name? HMS Trump.” 

The HMS Trump was in the Royal Navy’s submarine force from the ’40s— also 

known as “The Silent Service” — a subtle jab at a president widely known for 

speaking loudly and often. 

On paper, it was a tribute to wartime cooperation between the United States and 

the United Kingdom. But online, critics immediately saw something else — layers 

of shade disguised as history. 

“May it stand as a testimony to our nations’ shared history and shining future,” the 

king said.  

He briefly paused before delivering a line that many now call the real message. 

“And should you ever need to get hold of us, just give us a ring.” 

That single sentence launched days of speculation about whether the gift was 

sincere diplomacy — or a master class in British sarcasm. 

https://atlantablackstar.com/author/nikkisddm/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MZchIeh761Q
https://www.amazon.com/Silent-Service-John-Parker/dp/0747238057
https://www.instagram.com/reels/DXt9pqvCU8r/


Many people on social media weighed in. Some joked that it was the “perfect gift” 

for Trump because “it’s shiny, noisy, showy and pretty useless.” 

In one diss, people snapped at the shape of the bell, the bellend, saying it was a 

slight. According to dictionary.com, bellend means, “a stupid, ridiculous, or 

annoying person, especially a man.” 

“For those who don’t understand British humour. He used this to call him a bell 

end. LOL,” one person confirmed on Instagram. 

“Just brilliant, in so many ways that probably went over the heads of those he was 

speaking of,” another added. 

A third said, “I had no idea what the bell references meant & just looked it up. I 

swear, it will take days for me to recover.” “Forgot about that expression, 

absolutely perfect play and no way Donny figures it out,” noted a fourth person 

online.  

It’s unclear if Trump has a clue what “bellend” means. But he thought the golden 

bell was “so beautiful.” He came on stage with Charles to get a closer look before 

both men stepped off stage.  

But only one received a round of applause. “Trump’s too stupid to know they have 

made a fool of him,” exclaimed one individual. 

“I love the fact that King Charles went all the way to America and presented 

Donald Trump with the end of a bell. A bell end. Well played, Your Highness,” 

another person posted. 

The bell wasn’t the only moment that fueled the narrative that Charles walked 

away from the visit with the last laugh. The trip had already been marked by a 

string of awkward encounters that critics say revealed a clash in manners, protocol, 

and power. 

When the two world leaders first met on April 27, cameras captured a 10-second 

handshake that looked less like a warm greeting between diplomats and more like a 

tug-of-war.  

Things grew more tense the following day, when Trump walked ahead of Queen 

Camilla during a formal greeting line, briefly cutting the queen off mid-handshake. 

In another instance, the president reached in to shake a guest’s hand before the 

https://x.com/hiam_betty89651/status/2049599380622131355?s=20
https://www.dictionary.com/browse/bellend
https://www.instagram.com/reels/DXt9pqvCU8r/
https://x.com/PeninaD/status/2049627844070822131?s=20
https://x.com/zeosnip/status/2049526831775129691?s=20
https://x.com/JimCognito2016/status/2049403671935357270?s=20
https://atlantablackstar.com/2026/05/01/trump-has-royals-fuming-after-breaking-protocol-cameras-catch-queen-camillas-icy-look-and-king-charles-freezes/
https://atlantablackstar.com/2026/05/01/trump-has-royals-fuming-after-breaking-protocol-cameras-catch-queen-camillas-icy-look-and-king-charles-freezes/


king could finish his own greeting, leaving Charles’ hand momentarily suspended 

in the air. 

At one point during the state dinner, Charles referenced Trump’s past claim that 

Europe might be speaking German without American intervention. The king 

delivered his response with a grin and a line that drew laughter across the room and 

quickly spread online as a rare public roast of a sitting U.S. president. 

By the time the visit ended, the symbolism of the bell had taken on a life of its 

own. 

To supporters, it represented friendship and shared history. To critics, it was 

something else entirely — a relic from a submarine, a vessel built for silence, 

handed to one of the loudest figures in modern politics.  

And in the world of British diplomacy, that kind of message doesn’t need to be 

shouted. It only needs to ring. 

 

https://atlantablackstar.com/2026/04/29/king-charles-delivers-savage-one-liner-to-trumps-face-and-the-room-erupts/
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