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T ARE SAINTS MADE OF

Iph. 1:1
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the Lord Jesus.
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That may be so. DBut Cod's( v are T of something cuite different
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-~ they are made out of real stuff. antly otuff which deals with struggle,
e /

failure, defeat, repe%tance, and renewal.

A saint, according to a is a dead Christian. Yow God's

saints are men and women ﬁeﬁwggeﬁ by many of life's deepest and most tragic
7 g s 3 ; s ag

human experiences.

Saintliness is brought forth as pure gold through purifying fires.
” #

And the man

are vou going to get ghere, He says, I'm going to get there
friend said, pow good. Well, he says ~ good, you know. And
he asked him again, but how good? Yell, he says, vou know payégﬁmgzmgebts, heing
good to my family, and etc. And his friends says to him, but good is not good

S
enough. As vou know, the(ﬁzgi@ gays that man has
o -

fellow says no one) is going to get into U
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And then this

e

gaven then, is he? This fellow said,
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joh yes} I know somebody that is going to get in there. He says, I'm going in. !
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Well, how are you going to do that - because of Jesus Christ. And vou know it

is very much like is a sign and 1t says admission

§
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?,1234 How I know that the admission is not 21.00 - but we will wse §1.00 just
15 :

for an illustration. (:;tnmp up here here, and I have 26¢ in my pocket. And there is
- TTFET
Put he's got more cents than I've got.

fellow along with
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Put he doesn’t have en 1 cents to get in. low we are talking about cents, 7/
And here comes_a fellow who savs 1711 pay your way into the game and he lays

is admission -~ that gets vou in. And when

o

saint, the reneral meaning is righteousness or

goodness - while there is also a reaning of consecration and divine claim and
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ovmership. Thev are primarily words of charactey - but they are ewpression of a

relationghip to Zod as being set apart for his own.
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S0 we ha
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guax&j&gaimst the idea that New Testament sainthood was in any

—%gay a resulfl persenal character. It is implied more as an approval of moral

attainment -~ consecrated ones —~ who are set apart in the company of God in a

neculiar ”ev, they belong to him. So that seems to be the real thought of the
et e

matter of the saint.

Paul/is exclaiming here that in him dwells all of the fullness. In _hinm, ve

N
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are made full -~ the zlories of Christ. So he beseeches the followers of Christ

vt e

to walk worthily of him.

at the great burden of this letter. And of course,

T

an application. ¥e says thevy should live as

becomégﬁ oalﬂfmn

qlnth T think

idea of what a saint 19311V is. And we

s‘h

we are still suffering today from the

are hv no means free from the false interpretations of what we now sometimes
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speak of as the "dark ages'.




e discover much of this because of th¢

?aud theémoetrV§ or(Christian,/”"

literature that has presented this idea to us. In the past, sainthood, was
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misinterpreted in art, poelry, and literature of all kinds, ,hecgggggmg of a
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saint was that of a person separated from the ordinary and every day life of _
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his own age, by some geographical, or external, or material means.

That was given a few people

-~ rather than a calling of all of those which belong to Jesus Christ

@
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The simplest way for us to illustrate this is to ask vou to think about the

are faLéé. The saints that we see in pictures of the great masters are men who

have been separated by some type of special garments that thev wore,

5~ such as they never wores

connected with human nature.

There was also the )idea that was false. Tt was hased upon the

intention that was horn of the pagsion of man for fellowship with God, to go
A bt .
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to some secluded—and quiet sﬁg;/; vhere he might enter a life of separation.
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But it is utterly false in its philoscphy.
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In the moment you separate a man from the natural everyday affairs of

- P’

life, vou really cut the nerve of his praving, and vou repove all of the

frictions which are nessary for the perfecting of a saipt.
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Christianity is not some

ce often used in literagture - in it's first intentions
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concepts about a saint., And sometimes it is to the(point that we almost have

That there is a satisfa ,1on in a man's heart that he is

[

not one. But these concepts are lalseg ~ $& j é? - &5 0%
5 - 2 v L M Ry K)‘v/"";,s’&Aﬁf»&_p{i Aoy
B T e - Wé . e }“ VW”VW.V T of L T

?@ gonlinve [ D) 2l Pty Lo i ey

st e

i

f saintship consists in absolute, ordinary affairs of everyday life, then
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it becomes really unmanly, unwomanly - and is not in line with the New Testament.
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Z,L,; — Zecond, let

e is qualifying what he has just said.

The faithful in Christ Jesus.

That does not mean such as ocur faithful in the

sense of fidelity. DBut it means those who live upon the nrincivles of faith,
P -

is and may he a gr 1 between the fact

£ éﬁsaggt and the res How, there were many

who in the economy of Cod, and in the provisions of his grace and regources
13

have failed to measure up to the qualifications of a saint. But (Paul says he

was writing to saints -~ those men and women in Ephesus or other churches who
BN atld womer Pl Uurc

belonged to Christ Jow what he has to sav, foulare saints - live as becometh
saints. That seems to be the hurden of his important message to them,
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_~ Third, let us look into God's economy an

a_saint is the inheritance of Cod{

That in simple terms is it. Well, for us,
pLe term

~ we need tc be listening te his voice. I am his - absolutely by creation. Wow
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of grace - sin is put away as to
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powver and will ultimately be put away
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from his presence.

-

am not my own. I am his. Speak 1f

you will of the spirit, soul, the body ~ of the essential spirit of the hody
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through which the spirit acts. I
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m his, I belong to him. And 1if vou speak

in terms of my personality, my emogzggss %%ﬁﬁgll ~ all of this belongs to him.

For the moment, T am not discussing the question whether God has possession

or not. I am discussing the question of his absolute ownership as a propriator
» J501ute OWnersnip g TOL

I{may)be using these (handsJof mine contrary to
T

2

his will. T mav be using these(ﬁeet%of mine to take some journeys that are not

his appointments. I may be using my money to rob him. But T belong to him.

The who was off in sin in the far country, and wasted his father's
———

substance., He still

first fact of a saint.

For e have gone

ouf to chart out the waters for their su rts. They sound the depth as
7

they go along. They set up little red flags to mark all the %@9;5 and the

shgdlows, and they have finished - then anyone capable of managing a boat could
e d

safely go along and stay clear, of the redwflags that mark out the

R

How that is a suggestion as to a saint of God. and God

has marked off the danger areas with red flags. He has made it very clear that

we belong to him.

And vet he was the greatest sinne :And 1 think that when we come to

illustrate this situation, we can use ibke character. DBecause David had the




ﬁﬁﬁi chest devotion to which a saint cap ¢limb and he went to the m{gﬁﬂgg&ﬂﬁgg%bs

of sin to which a saint could fall., Wid-way his 40 vear t n, his personal
o S ar reig
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victories, his spiritual attainment - he fell into one of the blackest =ins.

herces. We ought to be thankful

0

that Scripture never conceals the faults of it's noblest men. Whether they are
Vg i T b

poets or kings. It tells the truth about each one., Tt tells about the human

e e’

break dowm, the failure, and we may magnify the grace of fod in the delight of

L

the spirit of Cod.

rands. It looks as though he ig in full

£

hat creased his chegek. But t ints men as they are. WNo

are moral or what -~ they are all disclosed.

And here was David., As long as we avre in the flesh - we are going to know these

passions. And In the midst of this amaz zing lesson ~ David falls into the most

horrible sin. Te is not a cast avay from God's grace. If he is truly God's
&
OWl,

s revealed in the

and Chronicles. revealed in the
e

perhaps could v
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the reality of spiritual satisfaction.

Although one or several battles mav be lost. And lost hadly.

he result of the whole campaign may he the vietory. WNow this is true of men

n the fullest account of his life.

Tn the Psalms, it shows us that there fere defeats. It brings the final result

of how he progressed ~ from the entire shipwreck, tears, and repentance, he
2 PRty oy b
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movegon toward his purpeose.

Pavid illustrates every soul that earnestly longs to see 1life in its fullest

dimension., Mo man ever lived and wrote as this man -~ with hi
i€ e WIOLE a8 tnls mar
S —

g fait} 1d his
£ §;£gﬂa10 his

p§§§ioae He gave us th

Psalngtﬁ He pleaded with God for pardon, And vet,

the Lord used him and he had the experience in that single career of all of the

human race,

He could mve been the man and the king he was ~ had he not suffered as
- —

e —

he did. And he could not have written the Psalms that he did, had he not.gone
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of Cod's word. Only 14 of them are given

R
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His life had three major periods in it ~ ag

pi

In Bethlehem, responsibility.

- it brings to us great

Lt

are seen and nothing is
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hidden. And so David reached the peak of his career, the height of his blessings,
7

and with God's command clear, and his path of duty before him. But when he reached

us that there was
cisterns located near the tops of thélroof And from tﬁgﬁﬁaia

could look across, and

et e

And the wrong desire.
we might expect David gquickly to be overcome with remorse and deep repentance,

But this was not truth — it was until Bethsheba was to bear a child and this




was sad, Vhen David dealt w

the front of the hattle. Andj od

until( appeared before the king and hrought a sterm reminder to his
ppearec 2 > A

consecience, of what he had done. Vhen we

ins, God forgives us -

before the heart can make ancther best, T il r sins

he is faithful and just

- . IR

o forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all
...... e & A D

unrighteousness. So David had to do what you and I must do. He had to bear
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the natural consequences of =zin. 2o é%ﬁtsoever a man Sowedg that shall he
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also reap., Gal. 6:1,
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s throat.

Vhen we search for the man after Cod's own heart, the saint. Vhen we look

for the stuff, the material out of which a saint is made - we must not settle

e

N

t

for an innocent boy, who is keeping sheep in Pethlehem. But we must look for

1

a man who has been tempted in all points. And then it can be victory all the

wWay .

So a saint first of all is Cod's property. And that's what David was.
N [ ———

Mow it is not enough for us to say that a saint . belong to God - as GCod's

property. But a saint is not an absolute perfect being who can make no advance.
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s the property of CGod maybe meost imperfect. Dut

then I am his workmansh

B e Souu—

And that meansa\ Cod Ju ) the dmperfect thing ggé

make it perfect.
A e

by teaching, pain, discipline, affliction, by crushing, breaking, making Goddwill

™e
The And when I think about this,

4

thinl about how he can translate my heart into a song. He can pive it heauty.

p without thinking about the figure in the 014

There is no finer figure to teach the

i

meaning and i ruth, that we are alwayvs in danger o
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the figure by

looking too long at the Eigy’aﬁé at the E&g@L‘and not sufficiently at the potter.

Yet we nmust see the clay and the wheel.

That dis the first peint.

Tt ds that when it is still

any form of beauty, and nothing in it is attractive, now that is the fact of
Lo S I

saintship. Without beauty, T helong to him.

Howr

is turning the wheel., His own : are

R

is very old, bubtwateh it. His
c

upon the clay - what is happening,
rnre e,

g —

potter there is

of a vessel for use and for beauty. T cannot see wvhat is Iin the mind of the

potter - T do not know the thing that he is thinking. T am not familiar with it.
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Watch his hands, there upon the clay. It is plastic to hiz touch. He is
/

translating his thought into beauty. We are his workmanship. As clay in the

0

hands of the potter - so am I. TUnlovely, unused, and unless the clay is useles
PR o

T

until the potter lays his hands upon it. And then the marvelous thing takes
place. God's hand is upon the saint. Molding, making, perfecting something

of beauty for all of the coming ages.

T onece heard of a er a moment's exawination of a fr ee under

which he was standing say, there 1s nof a perfect apple on the whole tree., How

unusual this blight maybe in the orchard, it obtains everywhere through the

. In modern

life, surrounded by all the pressures, all the people and the companv of people
that you meet with - in your social life, we are imperfect. We have our own

peculiar sins of omission and commission. Our likes and dislikes. Cur faults.

And we live on a very narrow hasis.

Now this comes and brings us to a full beauty of
s ————
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HNowr
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I am God's prgggx&yg I am God's workmanship, and now I am God's habitation. The

is a great difference bhetween the

1
¥

’ P
home and any other dwelling place. Someone says the heart may have many dwelling
places, but only once a home. T think that is true ~ most of vou have a home,
Some of vou are not at home just now. Some peonle may live in a motel or a hotel.

Ho one will hear vou speak of the hotel as a home., What is the difference - who

can answer. Mo man vet has ever spelled home. Yo man vet has ever sung home.



Home cannot be defined- but T will tell vou what it is

1wind 4if vou smile ahbout H
1o, 1T Ve 1 abe

o
t

this. But I than that.
Bmmanie.

can ¢

what it means, it is the place where you never need to keep up appearances

unless vou have vz__}torse Tt is the place where vou are supremely consciouw

that you have the right awavy - not dogmatic authority, but the right of love.

And every door swings open to you and evervy picture in that nlace indicates
. ) <
that vou are welcome And the flowers that are on the takle, tell akout the

love of the home.

Youjare the home of Geod, the place in which he . comes and rests, and the

place that you lock no chamber out against him, You are Cod's home.

h

is propexty -~ he way be poor and worthless,
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essure of Cod's hand upon him, as he goes through agonv,
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The potter I1s helping him. may he crushed and the potter may break the vessel

and rvemake it again because it is marred. T'm his workmanshin

I'm his property,

How shall T live as hecometh this fact.

Sowe soul who wants to live, as hecomes a saint - may by taking some weakness
in the life endeavor to make it strong without his ovn strength. MNow Jesus wants

us just as we are. Though tossed about, with many a conflict, many a doubt,
¥ .

wania

s} ]

vou as you are.,

fightings and fears within, without, O lamh of God T come, just as T am.
» Just as [ &

And that is how we hecome saints. We are his workmanship. And we use this.



unwixed., It is
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The
which is sifted. A character which has been so cleansed and purified by the

grace of God - there is no evil mixed. Ol ﬁ:ﬂ%ﬁ;ﬁi?@é faumwj Vol ot
Ll 5. — B o] i bool ol Fr Ches Hod 50 onpulial 12 Pomy = e

7 / - e /5/0 . P * b . - ey — Py
Z DA’W& A,L’ ‘\;"/i:uv/i:;? TS "ig;:zz‘e ::; ghi/;l;f— #2 "’%""L’ nd Ef;w @—%q “l’-dvlw )m%?/ 7«)!—&4 b’“)“”

m)n&§~f« é*éf”4ﬁﬁhere is also one other little illustration that we might use to illustrate
iy T —

N>
M» y W/ . W

g o
0 o ) / L .
6%, { oht of the sun which reveal% £ s Wow i se Tastern little
;/é W 4}/ - p—
A

5 cr . . .
& where it is dark and evervthing is not well lighted. You take a glass or

y\nj,' {
{Qﬁwlﬁ;,ﬁa!a.piece of pottery and vou look at it and it might look alright, in the trader's
g X, g / P N - PR
é%lwk:}%& booth, But a wise buyer would take it out in the street and hold it up and
L gt e e
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7/ipa_ﬁ L submit it to the judgement of the sunlight. The ravs of the sun will shine in,
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of Mff Tow that will show there is a s
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hadow or whether there is something under the
A

surface.
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this is the question of ocur inner most thoughts—~—~can they stand the full

P

sunlight of dav. Our innermost heing, to put to the highest and the greatest
£ o s 3 e .

test in the light of God. The saint's purity is sifted until all the evil mixture
& T N

And it will stand the full glare of the light of day. .,
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