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" Which Kind Are You?

Some hristians> are like wheelbar-
oW

Not good unless pushed.
Some are like canoes—They need to be

|
paddled.
WHAT DOES IT MEAN TO BE A CHRISTIAN Some are like kites—If you don’t keep
a string on them they’ll fly away.
Matthew 9:9 Some like kittens—They are more con-

tented when petted.
Some are like footballs—You can't tell
which way they are going to

INTRO . » bounce next.
RIRCDECITON Some are like balloons—Full of wind
[l ' and likely to blow up unless
The earliest name for Christianity was the way. This was handled carefully.
g —— Some are like trailers—No good unless

. they are being pulled.
as the days of Saul's persecutions. Some are like buzzards — They “get

wind” of a stink and come quickly. .
Others are filled with the Holy Spirit— |
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The name Christian is not of Jewish origin. For by the Jews, they came
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o be 'laoun_as Nazarene's.”

It was first given by the people of Syrian Antioch
=== = e =

? This was the second
great center of the New Testament Church. And to distinguish the followers of
this nggp;g;igigp[which was ngither<Jewish)gg;ﬂ£gggg)w they were called Chrlg%}ans
as the followers of Christ. Whatever may be said as to the general character

of these people at Antioch - the faet remains that as the name has come down to

us, it is both honorable and suitable.

Our text gives a very fagginating_sze;y of a man. He is writimg about
\—7
himself. His name is Matthew. The story is placed immediately after a miracle
7
which is a hint that his conversion was a miracle. His call segmgﬂ_acciden%ﬁl.
Jesus had often visited this town. And his call seemed altogether unsought
because this man was a tax gollegsgr and it did not appear that he would make

a _good disciple. This call was given by the Lord.

His call was given by the Lord with the full knowledge of him. He saw
the evil that he had in him. He saw in him his chosen, his redeemed, his
- / ety

disgiple. And the Lord calls as he pleases but he sees what he is doing.

If you will note this call was YEEX;ﬁiEE;E- Few words were used - follow me.
_—

And i+ 4s recorded — he saw. he sald, and he arose. The clear direction -
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WHAT DOES IT MEAN TO BE A CHRISTIAN

Matthew 9:9

INTRODUCTION :

|14 Ill
The earliest name for Christianity wai’the way. This was used as early

as the days of Saul's persecutions.

The name Christian is not of Jewish origin. For by the Jews, they came
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to be known as Nazarene's./
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(X} it
1t was first given by the people of Syrian Antioch. This was the second
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great center of the New Testament Church. And to distinguish the followers of

this ngg_gg;igigp which was neither [Jewish nor nggg)— they were called Ch;ig%}ans
L8 e ( nor L 7 :

as the followers of Christ. Whatever may be said as to the general character
of these people at Antioch - the faet remains that as the name has come down to

us, it is both honorable and suitable.
N — ——

Our text gives a very fascinating stoyy of a man. He is writing about
himself. His name is Matthew. The story is placed immediately after a miracle
= 7
which is a hint that his conversion was a miracle. His call seemed acciden%ai.

Jesus had often visited this town. And his call seemed altogether unsought

because this man was a tax gollggggr and it did not appear that he would make

aigggd_iigg;ple. This call was given by the Lord.

His call was given by the Lord with the full knowledgg_giggim. He saw
the evil that he had in him. e saw in him his chosen, his redeemed, his
- / ‘_,___o——'—“

diqs}ple. And the Lord calls as he pleases but he sees what he is doing.,

If you will note this call was qg;gzgimgig. Few words were used - follow me.
_ 7
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And the call was immediate and effectual. Matthew followed at once.
e —— e

He arose and wholly followed him.
—

To what a Christian is - it will help us perhaps if we

he is not.
he ‘& mok

]?;; (%irst plainly he iS(%fE_E_EEEEEEEEE; of religigﬁ?) When you think of

the non-religions, Christian religions, gffgﬁigg; and the others. This is an

expression of some kind of religigus_iolia@;ng. Buddhism is an experience in

universal human idealism. And the supreme point is enlightenment. Meditation
eeee———
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on the next life.

Hinduism - with its compleﬂ.}_ig_g_ﬂa,ﬂ_ﬂlm:lls, separation, and is in a
=7

search for salvation.

{EEEEE%% the religion of the covenant people still looks into the future

for a Messiah.

Qﬁiﬁ}fﬂgﬂgh;iggian? It is not enough to be a theist., 1Is man simply
: o 7

Christian because he is not Buddhist, or Hindu, or Jew.
===

&2/\’,, CSecond;)it is not what the/census taker puts dngi This does not make
N

a man Christian. Often we signify that a man may consider himself or designate

himself a nominal Christian to sauve his conscience. And he will tell the

census taker that he is Christian.



In this (@age)in which we live, it has been divided up into three major
' }

d{zigigpéf//Catholic, Orthodox, and Protestant. Each one has its claims.

=

2322/ Cﬁhiré}i?espectful towards sacred things )does not make one a Christian.
Being hqgggt, polite, lagzggiging, honorable. No, this does not necessarily

make one a Christian. We may match the moral qualig%gs of the rich young ruler

who was courteous and who addressed Jesus as Rabi - inquired about the future
life. Had a good ethical background. But there were some contradictions.

Because QE!!E' who knows him betE};-than he knows himself - tells him in frankness

CEFe thing thou lackes He was a stranger to the love which is the fulfilling of
the law. He thought more of his,Eg;g_ghégfgiﬂhis_ggd. No, morality is not

spirituality. A model citizen with conventional standards may be awful near

the kingdom but not in it.

?‘Zéy (Eourth) ﬁét being a church member.) This implies that being a Christian
— o

many times is being a church member. Now, I do not want to be too critical in

the attitude toward this. But invisible iety, the church is the sponsor

of the ChEistian program. As such,(zz‘has a uniform. And that uniform is
3 —_

[ |
church membership.

Some may( fall)into the lines of the ranks of the church who have never
jo%Eed with their he £

The connection with the church may be,§£4é£%££;§i2i=22§QWith thousands

today, who take their church membership as such - and then they become a

liability and not an éssatj
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Now this is part of the price the visible church must pay for being

respectable.

ot/ that the church member invests some time in externals of religions -

ig_f}fgzg_insin£§§g, or that he is a_gold-digger. He may be one only thoughtless.
—==

He has not weighed the issues. And like those today who chase after certain well

known(cult%jﬁ has had his name put on the roll because he has an associate there.
: -

Now this puts a grave responsibility on the church that receives them. And

of course, it should never be supég;icial. For in such cases, they only become

<§gad timber)and(gtumbling blocks - and are very hard to bring to soul conviction.

(:) is not trust in one'sg%slf -Q;IQ trust in a person. In other words, his

standing is not in the perfect and unchangeable - but in the perfect and unchangeable.
There should be sufficient answer to the thoughtless objections of those who
decry the Christian faith and the failings of the church. The church offered room

for growth.

mLface toward the goal of the likemess of his perfect :Tjnage. I may slip,

slide, or stumble.

But the not just whether I am tagged a Christian or a pagan -

by the census taker. That is not the essence and the content of that splendid

word Christian.'’

Dr. Clark defines the Christian as whose rulin rpose in life is to

become conformed - not only outwardly in conduct - but inwardly in mind and spirit
———

to the divine ideal as manifested in Jesus Christ.




In a word, one whose controlling purpose is to be like Jesus of Nazareth.
ootk — —

£
- the founder and first President of the royal college of physicians. He applied

Many years ago physicians celebrated the amniversary of Thomas - Linacre

himself to the New Testament studies. Once, in reading the Sermon on the Mount,

he said - either this is not the Gospel, or we are not C istig;g.

e

iJesu% asked, whwymMnngg_agwggb%s. Matt. 5:47. His
intention was to make his discigles conscious of the quality and the differences

of life.

éf:wou continue in my w?fgg you—are ‘truly: my disciples. And you will

know the truth and the truth will make you free. John 8:31.

(By)this all men will knﬁy that you are my disciple if you have love one to
e

another. John 13:35.

By this my father is glorified - that you bear much fruit, and so prove to

be my diseiples. John 15:8.

C::lEEX_mgg_ﬂggld_sgmg_éﬁﬁéﬁ_ﬁf, let him deny himself, and take up his
7

7
cross and follow me. Matt. 16:24,

@i;;)arrives at a Christian definit%gg of life - not by certain deductions
1oL DY ceXiain asol

- but by devotions. (ﬁ}fﬁ{ﬁg near the lake of Galilee, Jeggg_ggﬂ_ﬂ%ggn and his
=

e

brother Andrew fishing. They were good men. They knew and kept the laws. They
—_—
wopggd_hi;d. But one could not call them Christian. They probably knew Jesus,

but they were not as yet committed to his way of life.
e




M. Mark 1:17. Then we read at once, they dropped their

nets and followed him. V. 18.

@ Christian is one who not only recognizes the Lord, believes in him,
7

idwzi_th_ﬂme%h - as important as these are - evidences of faith.

But one who responds to the call of Christ and @ranslates that experiencgjinto

daily life.

To be a Christian means more than to discern between right and wrong.

4 , 2 ) 3 means&e follow him as Saviouq As we have on @;Zthe
founder of religion himself - what it means to be a Christian. ®is, follow
—_—
Je~- Thc::tL }_Elt_:; Now we may@to follow the world - but here is the objective.

7 7
Here is the true shepherds who seeks those who are -astray from God.

——
@wy be lost and not know it. But as soon as the sense

of being lost takes possession of the mind, it is very confusing.

When we and take our own wa}[ for it instead - in doing the

best we can, we never get anywhere, until we are quiet and listen - in the

stillness of our soul. For the(Son bf Man came to seek and to save that which
Sl 7

was lost.

Everyone thathas the habit - has the sin habit. Is the

bond servant of Sin.

experience. To be a Christian means to have a happy experience of liberation.
_

—_

There too, this is a spiritual loss confirmed by human

It is the removal of whatever burden weights down upon the conseience.

It is to@w of a new country - the land of grace.
> S e ﬁ_“*——_______._'



becomes the liberation of the power of the soul, in new pursuits.

The mind is flooded with light. The heart with a new affection. The will is

set on a worthwhile purpose. And all powers of the soul engaged to serve a

new master. The to find it's meat and drink aw service

/
- whatever humble in pushing things for the Kingdomi

A Christian is a Qonverted}gerson. And there is a difference between joining

the ch’\y:c}rand uniting with Cb_l:_l_gt. Here is a turning in thewn;_dir_e_m

of God. A person is a seeker of truth. He never feels that he has the last word

until he (knows) that he belongs to God. When these (ancient’ fishermen dropped their

nets and this tax collector - to follow Jesus. They demonstrated {aith in Izlm
‘% Wby Pankrey 4= Liv}
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Conversiop can be dramatic. Or it may come as a rushing wind - the spirit.

Or it may come as the still dews quietness. But it will change.

ontagious);

of Peter and John, and they recognized that they
Seal aMe JONN =cognize 3

The Christian is a s. Now when they saw the boldness

had been with Jesus.

!k Eﬁal
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The Christians life(E;;;;Q definition. (fé)ls best understoeg in deeds, love,,
= = ===

and mercy. It # has experienced the Joy and the forgiveness. A Christian refuses

to limit love. He seeks to emwulate his Lord. 047’!&'1""‘?’” /é ’L"Q é[ﬁ‘{h_

7
(M" ¢, s=—adudert at Harvard, was asked the question - what is your
" =
definition of a Christian. eply was, I do not know how vou define a Christian,
/

But lowndow - there goes @illips Br;o/gks When amasked

Phillips Brooks for the secret of his life, he replied that it was a_deeper knowledge

N L ————

of Jesus Christ. I cannot tell you how personal this rose to me. He knows me and
T - &_—ﬁ'
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Whatever elgs,Christianlmeanﬁj it is that he is a:éommitted persan) He
i \

is committed to wha rist taught about God. He is committed to the brotherhood
of love and peace. He is committed to thq_ghnfﬁb. He is committed to moral and

spiritual maturity.

used to smile and say, dtHis like a(r—niixty—go—rouncﬁat the

fair. And he illustrates the miracle of transformation. He says although one

covers a considerable distance on a merry-gd-round,he gets off at about the same

place he got on.

Being a Christian, said, is like the{ Panama Canal/ That engineering
—— :; b !

that stands the tests of modern skill. A series of 1ocks/}ifts a vessel from
S e s

sea level - over the continental divide. It requires seven hours for the ship

to go through - a distance of 50 miles. Once committed, there is no turning back.
i B _—_—_—‘ii*:7

The ship cannot go on it's own power. It must be guided. And it must be pushed up
N "_‘_____g__f7’ T ok

by water - through a series of chambers, to make it a marvelous way to the
—— 7 —

Pacific and to the Atlantic Ocean.

éigégigéithe committed person has been lifted by the grace of God to a

e ——e

new level of life. He is(no> longer interested in gossip, fringe questions,
= === g

and selfish pursuits. He senses a oneness with Christ. There is a dignity, a
- S SR

committment, that he now has a constructive task. So it means that we first

follow him as Saviour.

@éég;;l to be a Christian(iﬁiii?gﬁthat we follow him iﬂ(gis leadership.)
(Jesu% only knows the way and he knows what is best for us. He is eager to lead us.

I came, that they might have life, and may have it abundantly.




his control.
-ontrol

This dig;gg,cgntre},will reach to the inner nature. halmers ¢alled

the expulsive power of a new affection - that our very attachment to him will
——————— T

prompt us to love what he loves. Other loves will grow old.

This leadership is something that(g;;;)not drive but
EEm——— -

religions are well known to be largely religions of fear.

one of love. Jesus founded his empire on love:~

the disciples, his present day disciples must put themselves freely

under the influencé of this new leader. (iEEQDthem, he does not know much about

it when it begins to fgllow. But he enters a school - he yields himself and

the result is catching. And he grows in the likeness~of his image. And even

the critic cannot but notice that he has been in company that is different.

All of this finds éég;;;l expression in the activities of everyday life.

The life is thus given a new directigp and aim worthy of its best. The extension

of His Kingdom - on whose side he has enlisted.

Mr, he goes about doing good. In short, Ggfébecomes an

acted out desire tp be like him. Not as a mechanical thing - but to follow in

the spirit.

(Judson), a missionary to Burma, on hearing himself likened to one of

i 5 .
the agostles expressed great distress. I do not want it to be said that I am
7

/I 74
like one of the apostles. I do not want to be 1i an. I want to be

74
like Christ. I want to follow him - copy his teachings. Drink in his spirit.

Place my feet in his footprints. And measure my short-comings by these and
122 S0TREE

these alone.
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So(@) Christian is one who is sensitive and lives in the bo
= - . --_—-——-——"—____7
of Jesus Christ.

Now this iff; disciplined 1if§)— enter by the narrow gate since the
4

road that leads to destruction is wiﬂ; and spacious - and many take it.

But it is a narrow gate and a hard road that leads to life - and only a few
‘ = L

find it. M 13-14. @ spoke plainly. making it quite clear. That the

way to his Kingdom was difficult. Sometimes we are @i to the word

‘narrow’’. It stirs up resentment. ich generation criticises the previous
Jartow. = =

generation for its narrowneSs. However when we see that the narrowness here

is not ignorance - but is an entrance to that which lies beyond. In a word,

here is a door that it relativel . But it may open to a spacious

living room. And it is an entrance too that which is limitless.

Many @ do not like this idea of the Christian life being narrow.

But even the space age(illustrates’this. The count-down, the lift-off, and

the re—entry. John Glenn, in Friendship 7, for instance - encountered
—— M= e — =

temperatures up to 50,000 degrees. Nearly 5 times the temperature of the

sun's surface. The prwﬂﬂ?ﬁ was further complicated by the fact

that the space ship must enter a corrador only 7 miles wide to reach the
-_——__—‘_.__.___

earth. @the corrador is missed - the forces of gravity and heat will
7

consume materials and men.

<

@i’@ is a very narrow strip in the vast atmosphere. But@/ii
the gace of life.  /Mlany Gtbd | Jew Thonen

Now that is the @of the Christian.

It was a dramatic moment in the life of@ Agrippai Much more of this
. ¥ - e ——————
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Paul and you will be making me a Christian. Acts 26:28. The§;::§ was tempted
Gl s

ag_ggg;z_gghgg_%gp who has heard about Jesus. ﬂ!‘-e hristian and to find the

answer to our frustrated 1%;@5 in this awful world. To cease letting somebody

else do it.

The temptation here to accept and to follow Jesus Christ.

(Howard Thurman told an inspiring story, of a visit to Tndia. A little

boy from a village heard the American preacher and that night after the
Thurmans (Dr. and Mrs. Thurman) had gone to bed - there was a knock at the
door. Opening it, they were gEESEEE_EZ#EEE_EEg, whose clothing marked him

EEéEEEEEEEEElE- In reasonably good English he politely said, I stood outside

il
the building and listened to your lecture. Tell me please, can you give some.

hope to a nobody.!/
e 2o & S
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Where upon the boy dropped to his knees as the compassionate Christian
attempted to communicate the meaning of Christ. And he used Christ's invitation

4<E§}g§§g_gggg, everything is now ready". ~Luke 14:17. T hope this will be a

guide for Christian discipleship for someone today. You may be up to your neck

in your busgg%gs, you may be at the place of custom - yet this call comes to

yvou. And the Lord may be saying, follow_gg. And to another he may be saying,

come after me. Now you may think, well, I thought it would be different. Qi:

he would speak to me #n some other way, I would gladly run after him.

g:? you had been theie that with Peter and John - or with Matthew

- would you have heard him when he called them. Z@§§EE>YOU not have cried, oh
—

Loxrd,( call me a - @i:bggi_ggggz_igg; that he would not call you.
fﬁjﬁ{:;hﬁzjjziﬁyii) —— /;f%z
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And if you will, like Matthew, hear that whisper in your heart today -
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come, follow me. Then you will become a Christian.




