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) WHAT IS YOUR ATTITUDE TOWARD LITFE

Eee. 2:11

I would like to pose this uugg;ign to each of you today. It is really a

certain thing in this daily realm in which we live. Many @ﬂﬂfs often

speak of mountain-top experiences. I read about a country ﬁﬂﬂb )

a ride on a merry-go-round. Vhen he got off his wife said, now look at you.
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)
'iou spent _youx money but you got off where you got on, and ng=é;g;;_heegﬁﬁo
d
where.

7

low when church people talk aboutéo_umjg_;%%@ the mount of

transfiguration did something, to Peter, James and_John. And the experiences we

have in our church may lift members up. DBut remember, after the transfiguration -
those men went back gown to the level place of zeali;sF They went down to the
everyda lems staring them in the face. Vhen we have heen on the mountain-
top and we have heen down in The dee - we must eventually return to the

everyday living and take up our place with old familiar tasks. Tut we must do

so in the new spirit.

A golfer goes around the course

lFoE%?people think 1ife jis like
|

- perhaps with a score_n£1%£g, or less. Fegendin; upon who is leeping score.

Making ordinary dug shots. Then comes the gé;ﬂe}; — he hits a clean hard drive

in the middle of the fareway. That is just lile mysic in a polfer's ear. Te
1ifts his head and squares his shoulders and he is ready for the doxology. Tow T
am getting mv true form, This is the real me. And then his memory goes back that

he is just ordimary. Te hooks, he slices, and he completely misses.



life is the same way with a fisherman. e casts dozens of times without
-.—--l_—~7 e

a strike.

Ve are(on) a_cqurse_igﬂl_f. and life is not for bargaining with God but to

i

trust God. e either must trust Cod or we must collapse. Taith follows through

on everything.

There are several things about the attitude of life.

I. THERE IQ(% PLAH!TOP LIFE

an eternal matter. And what vou conceive to he the answer is something that is

about this subject - out of one's attitude. It is

very important. Recause you may be on the stage of life for only a little while.

And then you'll pass off ipto Eggsher!%and. hat do you think about life, What

is 1ife all ahout.

view and to help in several txips to the city of the dead.

s f%°°ﬁﬁig
worked hard with his hands - he lgft.very quiclkly” fﬁlq llFe. There was afwoma

who was the wife of a policeman in our city, many years back, And he was killed

in 1941. BRut this woman got a look on life and her attitude was that,.God would
m\ orarlPrn

provide. And he did provide for her, all of these years. There was 3 ﬁﬂﬂghﬂ
— ,A_vﬂmm%““
who earned his bread by the sweat of his brow. And there was a iw mﬁ‘wﬁo was

from Liverpoolds Tngland. Tho quietl ipped away while she was in “fr hed
)‘huﬂ

] with the ba Egles of

38 1 e T sbmrohe abkont all of these — T thought about the plan of life that

asleep. And then there was @(
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‘!!!!?jEEEEEEﬁEQ that hgJygijilggngnx_e#ezy;léje. nggggigzgﬁggﬂuhaddﬂ
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work. Not some work bhut his worlk. To*guexx_ﬂgmﬁa_her work. Fave you found the
plan for you. Cod has a plan for every life. And it is not by chance or
accident. Cod made you and put you here for what purpose. Have you found out
what that is. Ue has one for you. Have you found the work that God wants you to

do - some definite work in life.

There is ,- -in Fecc, 252_11. Tn which he asks some questions ( ife
worth the battle;) @:!this all life is - the WEEB of my hands and the labor which

I have done. All of this vanity and vexation. There is no profit unto the sun.

II. LET US LOOK AT THE ATTITUDE OF‘A MAN} EXPRESSED TN THE OLD TESTAMENT AND ONE IN
L % A ——eE

THE NEW

Nur text is from Solomon,., Ye was an outstanding man in the

very pessimistic about the world., THe recovered out of this before his day was over.
gy
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And before death took him He wrote then {"Epoled upon_all the works t azfpy
hands hath wrought. And on the labor that T have labored to do. An_d__gghnli all

'Y
of this was vanity and vexation of the spirit. And there was no prophet under the

son. He was right in the hay day of his worldly surroundings, when these words

were written. And it thg gpirit and the atti tude of &Hg, during those

years. While Solomon was in the grip of this despair - his 1ife and his outlook on




life was certainly dark. YNow I am a ci of this world for 50, 60, 70, 80

years. And then I go to be a citizen of angzbgnsworld forever and ever.

Em————— — T T — T

Now the doctrine of immortality is not a dead doctrine. It is not simply
some vague philosophy. The doctrine of immortality is a great moggl_dgaamic.

And it should lift life to a high level.

Vhat is my attitude towards life today - ge today. low

before next Sunday, or maybe before tomorrow's sunrise - we could be in the great

beyond. What should be my attitude towards life.

Solomon was gEEEj:;;:;;EEQiQ‘EEE_life for years and years. As you read the

story of his remarkable life, you read that he heEEEgJELJH£E&9’ he began to carry

forward, he began to plan. Ile acted with his eyes upon pleasure. T looked to

his own honor and his own ease. As you read the book of Tcec. - it is perhaps one

of the most pessimistic tooks in _the Pible. You read of Solomon's awful plight
4
hut in the overy of his wise conclusion - he said, let us hear the

W

conclusion of the whole matter, Tear God and keep his cormandments fohnblidsets

the wvhole duty of manalaﬂov this is the voice of a man and this is what man lives

[—

for. The fear of Cod, reverence, keep his commandments. And be faithful.

Think of Solomon's Fe went the length of life and he said, T

have tried all of it,

Te was alleségeg man. Fe was called the wisest man of his day. Ie was an

author. Ue searched near and far to gather sources of inforpation. Tle went through
the libraries of this day. And he says, this is weariness of the flesh. All is

vanity and vexation of spirit.
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"e then devoted 1i You can read the story ahout how he spent

his }ife. e went through all the gates of evil. Te looked upon all the evils and
i B AR T, .

pleasures that man had in existence in the world., He gave his whole life - to it.

Te turned to the dissipation of his body - the life destroying . . . drink.
SESELEA destroy

Tinally he was able to write - wine is a mocker. Strong drink is raging - and who

so ever is deceived by it is not wise. Vhat folly, vhat madness, Solomon said.

~ © o) -7 Sl
Vf)—,é.’f/ S, 6T ) ’ .
e went through all the doors of lm;%. Fvery door of pleasure. Nis(housd
S IC R &
was full of wives, of a%lﬂk;nds - from all lands and from all faiths. And he
et R e e - M R

comes back to say all is vanity and vexation of spixit. Ve went through the doors

—— offpover.) Ye gathered wealth unto himself. A great kingdom. e built one of the
e = ¢

most powerful armies in his day. e was surrounded by servants. e had a mighty

company of world rulers that were unto subjection unto him. And yet he came back
L — e i

to write — all is vanity and vexation of spirit. Tis reaction was - I hate life.
= Tt e s D

Tt were better never to _haye.been born. He looks back over his life - this man

of tremendous ability, power, and wisdom. Pad missed the concept and the meaning

of 1ife. Ue had pone to sin and regklessness. And there was vanity and vexation

gt e

of spirit. He realized that Cod had set eternity in the heart of the human. And

e concious of the fact that he was of two

£,
/\ worlsp. He then could say - {ég us giyg gng9np%giipg:of the whole matter. Keep

agel) Solomon beca

-

: . f
his commandments - this is the whole duty of ggg.f :Q was recovered by the power

of Cod. PRefore his day was done - and that was wise council for any person today.
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econd the Apostle +m How different was the attitude of Paul. He looked

upon life as vast and beyond. As he traveled tﬁrough 1ife. When we think of him

as the mightiest man in the New Testament, a great man of Christianity. He

tartedjout as a noteable unbeli . Guilty of sins of all self-righteousness
‘E;;; ;;) : "'::EEEE P B

and as a Pharisee, Te led in a blood persecution. He went too and fro seeking to
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ex all Christians. One day on a trip, the Scripture says, on the ér '1
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road he met Christ. And the words, Saulg Saulifwhy“gqﬂ,:wszﬂ,‘t,g; e. le was

astonished - who art thou Lord. Ig it possible that I_am persecutine the promised

e T T
Messiah. And Jesus said 1 _am Jesus, whom thou persecutest. And Paul's says, Lord,
Em————

what will you have me to do.

o

There is little doubt that Paul was one of th

joyful men who ever lived.

beatenrfixe times with 40 stripes, save one. FEach time, he had been shigwrecked

over and over again. He had heen in Erison many times. He was scormed, desgised,

and had been hun . He had been in fastipngs. He had been betriffd' And he came
i ; /

through it all saying, L au.nore.thao.conquorer. Thetine-of-my.dapariurs,.is.at

Lord themﬁéggﬁgg%%';udéﬁash 1 give me, at.EhéﬁmEE?' And pot to me opnly. But to

T

f
all of them who love his aBgeaggng., What a contrast. The life of Paul and the

life of Solomon. He is more than conguorer.

Over and ovethe words - rejo;gg, rg_lgj,g,g, and I again I say
rejoice. Nhe-ras saying, I hate life - it is all vanity. as saying,

T rejoice in Christ. Solomon had a Iong season - it is all for me. I am going to
get out of life everything T can for myself. But Paul said, all that I am and all

that T can be, I am going to do for other people.

attitude towards life., What are you living for

—

Paul. T am living to pay a debt. TVhy I owe everyone a service that I can everywhere.
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I owve the Jews and I have a debt to the Gentiles, And if T am wise, I owe a
e il

debt to the ignorant masses - the Parbarigns. T owe a debt to the poor. T owe

a deht to the wealthy. T owe myself, I must do all the good I can to all the people

a%hmg as e.\-rer g ﬁ % WW % césﬂ

é :é_ﬁ,?wq/ MTMMM—— N’é’

was the attitude of D, L. Moody. A great man oF the past.

% hiwid Fo Jos? Soreh vl gl 1/
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»\ irst}, they begin in t‘m; Tt is right here in the home that they have

their beginnings. Whether the hofe is hurble or the most humble in the world. Did

vou ever read the story of the scientist in France. Ie lived in a small
: e T

house. And they tell us that in Paris, that little poverty marked house where he
TS

o

was born, and where he was brought up. And who ultimatelz relieved the world of a

ereat deal of sufferine. Dut he went back to that little home and he put(:

on that little houwse. And it reads like this, "Oh my father and mother, who lived
e o
»
so simply in this tiny house. It is to you that T owe everything. Your eager

sprem=en VA e ] e b e e L

enthusiasm, my mother, you passed 1nto my life. And you my father, whose life was

—eee e L

so toilsome, vou taught me what patience can accomglish with prolonged effort. You
R ORI TR I S T S

e i

H
my father, T owe my tenacity and daily labor.

p———— AR R TR RIS

There was a mother and father who RE£:£EE%£‘E%§$ into_their son. They tried to

shape and to mold in the direction and to inspire. Ilis attitude towards life began

right in the home.

This should include our attitude toward life. Paul




realized it and finally Solomon realized it. That he was a steward of all that he

had. Your influence whether it is in your home, you are a steward there. A great

By once asked

- you mean to tell me that your children are not going to
_—y - —

hﬁzg_ggx_hgl%?toward getting instrug;igg/and exagple toward Heaven, and eternity

f;gm_xnuér And that man later, turned around in his life and became a power for God.

Vhat is your attitude. Do you feel that you can just feed on bread and meat

and that is going to be your life. Mo, we are stewards of everything.

Years ago there was a\

é&ﬁ&ﬁ;ﬂ.-ﬁﬂ-. Before she went away she said this, I

steward of all his property. The property that my huy

i
round million dollars to that church saying, T will ask that the officers of this

church invest this million dollars as Wiﬁﬂlﬂ-ﬁﬁ thez can, and make the interest
e "

'l
on,dggigfggl_and on in every wise.way., She gave the other million left her to the

Mow great - go thou and do likewise. @;ving on and(living on, and on when this
—-"sﬁﬂv*—_s'

earthly life is over. You can live on by the right kind of example - by the right
kind of influence. You can live on in the lives of people even though you have no

money to leave.

You need to Eive, right now today - and lay up treasurers for yourselves @hera
g = -
neither moth, nor rust, nor corruption - where thieves do not break through or
- “ﬂ.

steal. You need to invest in the Lord's work. And there will be people years to



come who will say, I was healed because of you. T was helped because of you. Because

of what you did or what you said, or planned. My life has been blessed.

What is your attitude towards life. TIs it the bound dragging life that is

selfish. Ve are in this world to do all the good we can in all the ways that we can.

To all the people that we can.

I rnuggets of gold\‘the author tells about an experience that he had in

He said he was on a tour and an elderlg ladz asked if she might

go along with him. And so he agreed. And she igzg;gggzggthhat she had a small
(-w——

He said

So in a few minutes, he decided to go into the candy store. And the little old

lady was %Efgi%ﬂ&_EVEEZ-BQQSﬁﬁﬂéﬂaﬁ“dﬁ“they had in the store. The people could

speal very little T'nglish so they couldn't understand what she was talking about.
Casrnigtiu sl S BT A A iy [ ———

e said he found a piece of candy that he wanted, and @aiddthe ca hier, and began

to‘Egg it. She came over to him and said now, ;E_Egééfgeﬁgr Te told her, yes.

She told the waiter she wanted a piece just like it. The waiter wrapped up a piece.
el et

T'ovw much is it. And the waiter gave her the price in Creek mong;. She turned and

asled the man, Qom’much is that in A,,Wney.e answered., She looked
e — ——

at him f?rst and then she loﬂ,gg,“t the_waiter. That's too egge%giye, she said.
And gave_ the candy baclk. The man said Ehis(ﬁI guess after 50 years of being stingy

—~ 12¢ came awfully hard.] You know your attitudes in life develop  very yoyng. And
e e = T

they stick with you throughout life.

That is your attitude towards life,
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It is worth considering today.

— wherefore ye knou noE what shall be on tomorrow, for vhat is

yourlife. It is appeareth g little time and then vanishes away.

Tow foolish and how anxious we are about many things. But here is life that

passes away in.éﬁéi;;;;;ﬁ:& Ve have no lease on it - we have no guarantee on 1it.

e do not know whether we will be among the living tomorrow. Like .M or fog

a puff of smoke. In a few moments it is just going to vanish.

a mist
-‘”

Beloved, we are dying men and women. e do not know at what moment our

earthly pilgrimage will cease. Tomorrow may dawm for us or it may not.

This reminds us of what the 15th verse says, for that you ought to say, i
the Lord will - we shall live and do this. If it is God's will. The Lord knows
what is best for his children. And this is the thing that characterized Paul's
1ife. And it is natural and good for us that we desire the things of CGod and

draw nigh unto him.

—

however and say, it matters not how straight the gate.  How

) /
charged with punishments, I am the master of my faith, I am the captain of my soul. /
Boasting is like that is wh . k. We are responsible to God. And

¢
we need to have the @- attitude.".[ am satisfied with Jesus. He has done so_
l!!!!;;:—ﬁi-qu N ——— o g i

much for me. He has suffered to redeem me. And has died to set me free.

,/17(////
The rest of that(EEEﬁlgoes - when my work on earth is ended, and I cross the
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mzstic sea, I could hear him saying - T am satisfied with Thee.

i
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I_am satisfied, T am satisfied with Jesus. But the question comes to me,

as I think of Calvary, ig_5gg;i&ua;e:.aatigiiad-ni;b.me.'(

] on Mreceived from Wake Forest College a Bachelor of Arts

Degree, Summa Cumlaude, Now if she had just been the normal college student, it

would have been different.

Put she had been 12 yearg in an iron Lgng - not able to be out of the lung

but just for a few minutes.

Polio claimed her in @) she was in the 5th grade of public school in M. C.
T T e :

And when the news that Martha could live in the iron lung, she had already(ﬁ;;;;;3>

of going to college and high school.
preammesext s sl

For seven years the puh}ig schools, Martha was taught by unselfish teachers.

7
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She praduated fro with an all timg_nm_mrage

Martha did go to college, they mogedethedranlune to the school. And they

had communications with her so she could keep up with the classes and the church.
N —7

And she took all the tests and examinations. And she graduated froﬂzGardner Webb

Junior Cg%leée’ (96+ averaﬁe)for twQ—years there. And then she went on to Wake

Forest, and won honors.

She wanted to become a i%%f%f&&ffﬂ a wriEEr. She was sustained by her faith

in God and many articles have appeared in maga%ines and national circulation. With

@ M§££52525§%§) Her attitude in life was an attitude that we are talking
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about today - what we need. Selfishness is not of God. The unselfish man and woman

shall go on and on - making the world a hetter place. Ve need to get the right

attitude. Ve need tq<?ise up oh men of Cod and give heart, mind, strength, and soul.
]

To Christ, the blessgg ging)

S

Christ's friend now and T_want to_ligg v Jlife wigh his chg;ch and with his people.
ho wants to say, L

but I will do it today. UVho will say, T want to make an uncgndi&iﬁggl surrender, -

my attitude of life has not been what it should have been.

f

<i%ould you live for Jesuijand hg_g;uays_gaagﬂ%&gwgggga Would you walk with him
/
within the Qgrr;é road. Would you have him bear your burden, %Y 1 vyour load.
==

H
Let him have his way with you.

L




