"WHAT'S HAPPENING IN OUR NATION?"

/ Proverbs 14:34
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The big glaring headlines of today should challenge us once again to this

Scripture. "'Righteousness exalteth a nation: but sin is_a ;eproach to any people."”

A vital, imp 14 words in length were delivered to the Secretary
of Sta#e at 2:05 o'clock on Wed ay of last week.

Dear Mr. Secretary,
n—

I hereby resign the office of Vice-President of the United States,
effective immediately.

Sincerely,
Spiro T. Agnew

One minute later a copy of that letter was given to the President of the
e -

United States.

The Vice-President of our country says that in the best interest of our
T ————
nation and pleading no contest in a Federal Cqurf.in Baltimore, to a single

count of\income tax evasioﬁ)iq_lﬂﬁj, the Justice Department at the same time

dropped criminal investigation of Agnew. But told the court that it had evidence
that Agnew was receiving cash payments from Maryland contractors as late as

December, 1972.

Agnew was (Ei 0,000 and placed on thrw;ghaﬂm) The Vice-

Pres ident denies the assertions that the prosecutors have concerning bribery.
/

That he feels he was not guilty of that type of crime.
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In giving the sentence of three years probationary type of punishment
without supervision, the Judge said that he felt that it was in the begi interest
Nem—
of the nation. In othezcases, the Judge said, he usually ordered the defendent

confined from 2-5 months, and then the rest of the time be on probation.

In the face of such glaring news, @re Wn

happening to our nation;//,
V4

If you have your Bible and will turn toéZ_Iim*_g;)and beginning with Vgrse

{E) It reads something like this -- you are going to have a very difficult time

being a Christian in these last days. People will loye only themselves and their

money. They will be proud and boastful, snearing at God, disobedient to their

]
parents, ungrateful to them, and thoroughly bad.

E;£:)-Thez_E;ll_ha_E?rd—headed and never given, give in to others. They

will be constant liars and trouble-makers. And will think nothing of immorality.
i

They will be rough and cruel and snear at those who try to be good.

They will betray their friends. They will be hot-headed, puffed up with

pride, and prefer good times to worshipping God.

Vjéﬁ)— They will go to church but they won't really believe anything they

hear. Don't be taken in by people like that.

Et_gz)- They are the kind who prafﬁically qasgk into other people's homes
and make friends with silly sin burdened women and teach them their new doctrines.
Women of that kind are forever following new teachers. But they never understand
the truth and these teachers fight truth just as Jannes and Jambres fought against
Moses . jhsz have dirty minds. Warped and twisted. And_have—turned against the

Christian faith. But they won't get away with all of this forever. Someday their
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deceit will be known to everyone, asuthg sin of these two.

Reading of V.[Ij;) sound so modern and so up-to-date. So is God's Word

e

at every point.

Look até{atthew 11:@ Iw;-ny-abou&&his_nayon. What is happening
~ 7
to this nation. Thege people are like children playing - who say to their little

friegpds, we glézgg_ggﬂdﬁags and you weren't happy. Sg we played funerals, but you
v

weren't sad. For John the Bapiist doesn't even drink wine and often goes without

food. And you say he is crazy. And k. the Messiah feast and drink. And you complain

that T am a drinking man. And hanging around with the worst sort of sinners. But
v/
brilliant men like you can justify your very and every inconsistency.

And though highly.hopored shall go down to Hell.

As he said, it will truly be better for Sodom than for that city in the

day of judgement.

Ngt_so long a;g I stggd on the sight of the city of Capermaum. And what 1is

there today - nothing but ruips. Not even a dwelling — no one lives there. It is
-—
a desolate ruins - only some old ruins. Whatever God says about a nation comes to

pass.

What is happening to our nation in tlwd?'s - there will be a mighty

(gé?azing of societ£> Men by the millions will turn to sin. Thege will be_more
S e e

e
imagine. And of course, in the last days, the psaid God is going to

pour—out his spirit. Just before the end of the world. Here is how it is going to

f

filth, prwaphy, immorality, disease and corruption than the world can ever
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happen. Andww;_tyay need to understand what is going

to happen.

M&; - the thipnge that are behind of scenes of society.

The world is a stage upon which a h_a_t_u_gm%ught, for one thing - the

\
ultimate(c;gg;;nl_g_f_thwmﬂd.‘) It is happening. The peliticians, the reformers,
the college students, the educators - on and on we could go. It is really happening

in this world.

Let us take Wnsmw here. First, remember before life

began on this earth.

I. MFE ' 2LAN ON AR
Let's go back a minute to understand what our Heavenly Father had in mind as
he presided over things in Heaven. If_seems there was. Cabriel, the, soft-spoken

apga... The counterpart of the Holy Spirit, if we could so understand it. And there

was Michael, the munterpart of the Father. And the Angel, judgment, and there was

a]i tHe created beings. is the most intelligent, powerful, and beautiful

of the noM=cefated beings. He was not created. Ile is eternal.

It seems in the book of Isaiah that after a long time of being willing to be

r 4

a servant under Chrigs, one day Lucifer waa(ﬁo longer haprto be in second command.
N
e

One day his heart was filled with pride. And after years of being willing to say,
—

thy wil_}._l:n_g_done - one day he said, the first two words back there that introduced

sin, When Lucifer said,Cﬁ_],) sin_b—ej,ag_.



I will e_x;j_._se abgye God. I will exhalt myself above the throne of God.

I will be like the most high. I will - I willl

W has giyep this definition Qf sin. He says,
Wl !

/
that@gzchologically is an gttitude that wishes God yere dead. Sin is an
attitude that wishes any restraipt or control and authority, and govermment, and

discipline which is but a symbol of control of God over man - ip_life did not

exist.

@mﬁo—to-&mm- @m}.ﬁw&ume tqotally devoid
of coptrel, in which man is God. Andwaﬂw

And that one_sgimple prapaesition w. In shoft, one day

L‘tﬁgs;;‘declared war on God, for the cg_u_tyl of the world and the universe. Lucifer

said we are going to crw in which the world in this universe of

lavi];esWss, Witw, without _gaytrol, without restraint, where evely, man is

free to do as he pleases.

That was@:azﬂs_gg.ﬂﬁwmm.p And it is omm_why he _has 9
changed. Now when Satan, Lucifer, de&]&&d_ua.) on Jesus —@could have cr}shed

him, and destroyed him, but he did not. H%d, he put it off, and }&m%d

him frogp Heawen. Because nothing sinful and ungg,ly can stay in the presence of the

Holy God. @ id he go?

He came to this ea th
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II. NOW REMEMBER(HOY) LIFE BEGAN HERE ON THIS EARTH.

Gowte a man in his own image ~ he was going to

create a man. This does not mean that God had azms and legs. But it means the

creature of God was made in Cod!s image. And

from Heaven — came to earth. And hemself into
to war and to rebell against God, through GCod's creatures. He has only one thing

in mind, to create a lifg-style and a society, and a world that is devoid of all

d

atan. And he ¢ inues

authority and control.
e =

You remember édam and Eve)with the proposition - that God is withholding

from.you-good. God doesn't want you to he happy. God is your enemy. He is

agains t you. All these laws to do this and don't do that - they confine you.

They make life misgrable for you.

iwmy what you wanted.te do. If you could just eat
the fguit anyway, you would Q_aa_{‘ad. You see what he was suggesting. Kiele=ovET

the traces - God is against you. To be under his control and to be his servant
M

is mﬁ;ﬁb}e. The way to reaglly live, Satan was saying, isw. Qo anything

you wat to do, That's is Satan‘s(onlz offer.) That is all that he has to offer.

That is the program of Satan. And he wants to create a world without control.

Down through higto;y man has lived with the principle of sin_in him. Part
of every believer, of every Christian - also in evew.ﬁgl there is this

mystery of iniquity. The principle of evil - this principle is sin, that seeks to

get a man to live as though God does not exist.

Just ne.ath the mirrgtr of the fipest-Christiams, and there is always
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some suttle gg‘i ce. It doesn't have to be the Vice-President of the United States.

st if only I could do that, what I think, if only I could do what I really

want to do. But mo, I will not do, it. I will do what I am supposed to do. But it

is always there.

Now let me @E‘ite this within theégme Eager)mnou%ﬁﬂi%bmm
- there was a headlines, a Beach teen-ager gets 2]57years for Mr old

woman. He entered her home at Chiggse Corner, and the defendent Willie L. Price,

18 years old. He knew he had dopg wrong and would have to pay for it. The 13dy

was a very poE_te, clegplady doing her house work, when this young boy came in.
And in his own words, here is what this boy, a Junior at Ban said.
p;

"EzJEc_en I_got fo.the hause, something jygf came over.me to _make me do this thing.y

Now what I am pointing out to you is that down through history, here is this under-

lying principle of sin - the suWan in the hearts of individuals.

III. WHAT IS HAPPENING IN.QUR (:F‘NERATIOV

I think forFle thing?in history today, youpg men and women who are able to
do anything they want to do. It is possible now for them to hws;x%in

which anything goes.

Within aéew blocks )of our church, you can do or see anything you can think

of. Anything that the mind can see, imagine, or conceive can be bought and paid

for and done in a very few minutes - from upon this sight. So what has happened.

The mw. And a_generation of people have believed if

they could do what they want to do, they would be happy. Now having been able to

do it, I want you tq guess what)- they are not hggg!!
? - . —

LW ¢ —-—
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This day, our generation is just like.fhe . For as in those

days which were be_fﬂ:_e_ﬁha—ﬂ.md, they were eating and drinking, mar¥ying, and
—

giving marriage, until the day that Noah entered the Ark and they knew not until

the flood came and took them all away. S.Q.ﬁhﬂ.'l.l_b.e_tb.&_r_qming of the Son of Man.

Matt;,_gA, Luke.l7. WNow to know what th

you in our world and our nation. We

wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that every imagination and thoughts

of his heart were only evil continually.”

: i
Gen. 13:13 - We are informed, "Twm werg yicked, and Sdnpérs

against the Lord exceedingly."” The cqpditions in Noah's day were similar to those

of Sodom's. Sin was rampant and it was against the Lord. And it was a suggestion

that these P'M_L__krﬁw_a_@ (E% without restraint, they blasphemed him.

known as a righteous preacher, bore his faithful testimony. Like_PBxreachers

todgy - they may pot.get a lot ts. They may w Lo what_they
are saying. Their warnings of impending judgement and death - many times people

laugh at them. They_scorn.them. These @were only concerned with business

- with social pleasures. Plans for a more prosp_e_zgns__f,u_t_yre, larger crops, increased
e

building program. And the times of the world generally were given over to things

such as immorality and lawlessness in the land.

The reference to é.arr iven in marri » 18 interesting and seems to

refer to changing of husbands and wives, on the part of people by whom the marriage

vows are not held as gacred-and binding. This is characteristic of this hour. No

period in history, in which we have had, so much of this. And it is on the increase

year after year. Whiskey is being bottled faster than the nation every drank it

before. need not wonder what Cod saw when he looked down upon this earth from

his throne in Heaven. We can read that strange passage in Psalm 14:2-4. The Lord

looked down from Heaven upqn _the children of men to see if there were any that did

understand, that did seek after him. They are all gone aside. They are together -
V4
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become_fi Y 5 thewm_t_ba.t_dn.th_gyd - 1no no e. Have all the workers
of iniquity no knowledge. When the thought and consciousness of God are taken
from man, the sinful heart has complete control of passion. And iniquity abounds
just as it did in that day. Men were throwing away all chance of salvation when

they dismissed God.

They are not hgg;y, and we have a generation today that is most beuiLQEEEi

and cgonfused. Young men and _voung ﬂOEle‘ﬂ in this world has at any time in history

_<the Deyills lie has been exgosecﬂ They Wt to do by the time

they gt 18=20 yeaxs of age. They have powu_nhﬂ:_ggks, blgwm all their

fuseg, and they are over the.hill af Zl. They are flae, pooped out, burnt _out..
w frystrated-because they have done it all. As the definition of sin - they

have lived as though ng were dead.

How @fdid not produce all the beautiful way of ]_y e — they are empty.

They are frustrated, bewildered, confused, and hungry.

Now into this \%every kind of religion and demM s

and he resay imaginable has come. Man has done his own thing.

At the same time hav ibl eat ixd yol
Decause we are mow. We do not have a parallel in history
in which there has been indeed such a situation in which God can work. And
perhaps out of the Jesug movements, the campus crusades for the youth for Christ,
maybe some of these revivals that are sweeping the country - when we see these

ey
things happening. @E‘le Lchurch dogg _not spend money and hegia-to.starlprograns

op the offensive, if the church does not begin to train and reach out to win as
—

many as possible, then the vacuum is going to be filled with these other things.

And we are going to run the great danger of missing the chance of evangelism,
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The world has never been as ready for our witness.

n. Lugifer has red

war_on Christ. He said, I am going to take gver this world. And there is going

to be a show-down in Armageddes.

w— IV. WHAT ARE ALL OF THESE THINGS LEADING UP _TO IN OUR NATION AS WE HAVE CQRRUPIION

\ IN HIGH PLACES.

But the corruption dggun.umh_e;e- It is dm_‘i.n..thiﬁ-cy% It is down

in this town. It is on a lesade.level. It is not all in Washington. It works its
i
way all through this nation. And that is why we have chosen this text. Righteousness

exhalteth a nation but sin is a reproach to any people.

our nation, we have become prgzoceupied. We have become so submerged

Fir's there is one thipg that has happened. Thezxe is an‘ obsession against
_lay taday) In

under Satan, Sat i i d. That he is fast emerging

to conflict. He has all the evil forces of the world joined together.

Now children grow up with some kind of image of God. And they carry this

throughout their lives. But young people today, they try to go back to the original

proposition of creating a world without any control. They begin to attack everything

that speaks of control. Everything-taday that.slightly stapds fox co the
estgblishmeat.dis.under attack.
ith_the P r, down with the f;gg:' dovn with the schg% down with

the college or w, down with the Professor, down with m;)%or pgg?n,
the s%r, the_ga?rt.
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Now to me, whether you are for or against Qﬂnmmyt, or legalizing
mariju@a, or ahm:.t;on - is not really important to me tomight. But is important

is that it is a symptom which the Christian must understand to get to the far deeper

problem.

And that is that W\Wn this land is going to come

under attack.

(Egogsays I_cannot takz.aae&hs&&wuﬁ&;i;;ps and gef.away with it. Who says,

who is going to tell me that I cannot smoge. Or what I can smoke and what I can't.

Who is going to tell me that I gannot have control over my own body. Who can say
(4

I_am poing to pay taxes - or I _am going to rgh the government - or I am going to

do this. Who is going to say that I cg%ot, if I want _to _rape 2 woman. Who says
tha.L.Lr.anLL.:nb—c—?k. What right do you have to tell me that I have to stop

if here is a traffic light and it is ;;g. Which means stop.

I want to submit to you thatww;_mﬂ;dmg - that

we are going to see any increasing assault on the_courts, the President of the

country, on the Senate, on the polige force, on the flag, on the jail systems.
Anything that tells me there are some things that I cannot do, now that is only

a symptom.

The basic thing that is emerging is the unifying life-style of men against

the ultimate authority over his life - which is God.

Now I would like to say here that@ young people today who EPJ%

work, who plan_ggie_gmmjys, etc., they say they are going to txy.to pick
up the pieces and parts and deal with those people who are frustrated and broken,

and I think they should be giving themselves and ww i_s__cj]_ling them
to be a missionary, or to be g _preacher, or to be a Christian.warker.
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Now that is gw_@em. Many need to have their

li_:f_ia—style re-directed. In other words, they need g life of committment.

Now they used to have many years ago to dEWS

sane or whether or not he was incompetent or not of making his way on the outside.

They put him in a little room, locked the door with a bugket and a mop. They would

le:, turn on the water and lef.it run over. Now if the person had

sense enough to turn off the water, he was considered sane and let him out. But if

he used the mop and tried to pick up the water into the bucket, that showed he didn't

know how to go to the real source and could not make his way in society. I think
an awful lot of the programs we have today dealing with the symptoms of things, of
young people in our churches and leaders - we need to get to the real source of the

problem.

-@m the end can come, there will be a lawlesggg‘;s that will emerge. It
y
will increage. to legalize marijuana, to abWﬂt, to legalize

abortion and legaltze sin. And these things will just_be fore-runners of what is

going to happen in our nation.

For the DW in his attack. He will work against

anyth ing which tells anybody he can not do a thing.

Now patience is going to _run out with man's rebellion. In the Bible

in I Thegs. it says that one day God is going to look down on this earth and he is

going to say that is enough and I am going th:a,k.e my church out of this filthy worl(Dr

Let me ask you a question. @ do you thipk is _the only factor that holds back

7
sin, and keeps immorality in check this hour.. Is it not the Holy Spirit - the moral
_;_-__ g e

emm——
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conscience in a man. Now the doly-Spiérit is @ in _a building, a desk, a pianao

- he is in the heart of the beljeyer. He is in the Christian. And is going

to say ome of these days —@m&-ﬁhﬂ:ﬁh_ny of this filthy, ddxty, rotten,
rebeljews™World. And take them away. And Christians will be ;a.kg. away. And

the Holy SWill be—taken out of this world. And then the world is going to

@WWL‘E%- all the sin it wagts. So often, that the

Rible says, that men will have great running gores. They will be dis_;a.serl, they

will have rebellion, and war, and filth.

Like without Gad and IWaint, and life without the church,

and without control, and without the gsglt.of the earth when it has been removed -

it will rot. And mgn_u_ﬂj_m_m_@d. They will beg for and the

mountains to fall on them. To kill them and to destroy them. But that will not

happen. Even death will flea them.

And the result is going to be a great deal of confusion. Because S AL 2R

going to come-and_sweep inhis power and unify things under him and this world.

He wants to create a world with nmo laws. le says a world that will be wonderful

- no_laws, ng__gou-rts, no_policeman. Just_do_vour thing.

Now to me, this is the grags roots of society. Today it is emerging.
Before one man can step forward and get hold of things - there is so much
confusion created - that Cod is going to remove the Holy Spirit from the people.

And how tragic it is going to be.

And of course the world is working toward the unification of evil. ~There

is Telestar ~ one man can address the whole world live. We are getting toward

Ty

one world in measures. In a world court - everything is pushed in this direction.

Now romised to reign-on the thro i Luke 1:32-33.
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Jesus will come and reign on the throne of his temple, his father David.
But before Jesus comes and stands on the Mf. of Olives, and attempts to assume
that throne, we know that the anti-Christ will have taken the throne and the

great bEEEEE-EE-A;EEEEdQEF occurs in the vallgy of Megiddo around the hills of

Jerusalem - as Jerusalem as the prize. There the world's ultimate question is

coing to be resolved. Who is going to be,Cod. Whose world is this?
Is the kingdoms of this world going to become the kingdoms of our God.

2 Thess., 2, 3, 7 - Let no man deceive yqu by any means. F hat day which
desexibes the coming of Chrigt. That day shall not come except there be a falling

avay first and that man of sin - the anti-Christ be revealed. The sqp _of tradition

who opposes _and_exhalterh himself above all that is called God or that is worshipped

- so that he is God - sitteth in the temple of God showing himself that he is God.

The regtraint.of holdinghasck - of holding Satanin.cheske—is—ehe Holy

Spirit. Now he will cqg y, and the church

is removed. And when all that wickedness is revealed as in V. 8 - in that RQattle

thewforgces of evil ar L der the anti- . And the forces of righteousness

shall come and all the redeemed - and yet the ood/ﬁill be as deep in the valley

- it will rgn in the bits oﬁ_Egg_hQ:sgs_mgu;hg.

The kingdom of Satan is the kiBEQQNhﬂi-ﬂﬂIEQEEF' Now the coming of Christ
is going to be a great and g bright light - they will be blinded. They can not

stand his brightness. And they will turn and destroy each other. V. 9-10. And

in V. 11- you see they refuse to believe the truth and be saved. So here is what
is going to happen - "And for this cause, God shall send them strong delusion, and

they shall believe a lie."

(ﬁ;;;&béﬁrwhen Cod hardened\Pharoah's heart Sometimes we try to get around this.
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And we try to gay that Cod_did not harden-Pharaoahle.heart. He couldn’'t.balieue

if hewapted to believe. God locked him up in his gin. He locked him up in his
hardness of heart. And he_locked him up in the sin of blindpess and unbelief.

But remember this - GM&.&M‘:O repeat first. And because the world

refused to believe Christ, God said if you want, T will send illusion if you won't

believe. I will logk _you.dn your darkness - in your blindness. In your sin of
lw.. And you will be damned and you will not be able to come to the truth.

Now we stood sometime ago on the Mt., of Olives - on the place where the said the
temple will be rebuilt. And when Jesus is going to come and reign and bring an end

to things. Uhere the Muslim Mosque - that.temple built on the same site. But we

must remember that when man fell and sinned again - the Bible says that the egrth
fell toq. There were WS’ ng_weeds. in the fields. The Bible

said the whole earth groanth and awaits redemption. Waiting for a day to be remade.
The Bible says that the end of the world - the Heavens and the earth will be dissolved.
The elements will melt and then a new Heaven and a_new earth will come to pass.

That the new Heaven and the new earth will not be built &Wg it will
T

not be built by the @eace Cor)gs it will not be built by President Nixon, or the

Rugs_'@_l&ader. But it is going to be built by th@&ce of Peace) And when the
allev,

Prince of Peaces comes and marches down across the Y and comes through that

=

Nastern gate and assumes the throne in the temple - then all the kingdoms. of education,

entertainment, society, medicine, finance, politics will become the kingdoms of our

Lord. This nation and this earth is going to come and eyery knee is going to bow

and-every tongue is_going to confess that Christ is loxd, A1l Hail The-Pauwer of
Jegus Name, lef angels.prastrate fall, bri th the royal diadem, and crown him

Lord of all. This world is going to be his.

Now this world is not out of control. Q@ has a 2159)- and what is happening.-

in this nation is not out of control. GCod is still in control.

:Hammarskjolj said we have tried so hard and failed so migserably - there is
p———— - — — 8
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wrag. This world will have.peace, when the WW, who

is trylng to get control of the world. That question has been settled - there

will be pe . And yi_ll/r_'gl.@_g& the throne of David in Jerusalem,
there will be Pw . The bear and the lions, the lamb, shall lay

down by each other. There will be harmony and peace among men.

and

was president, he called the nation to prayer. Three times

Lincoln called the nation to prayer. Wo w Wilson, with his heart breaking,
=2 S

And we have had this experience

called upon America to observe a day of prayer.

- : i have been
many times in this nation. is happening in this nation. There

for every dead nation - adversity, prosperity. lugury, dissipation,

ive cours

and degecration. You must pay the price to make your committment. Young people

- re
today must pay the price to witness. And to carry the good news of Jesus - anywhe

and everywhere. To bring men to Jesus Christ:ﬁ)

ing it poin —to him that he was weighed 1
}{_ifljg) had it p /d__m}E /

)— In which the great

the balances and found wanting.
_____’

)

P

/ to be dead ind \ Romans 6:11

’ : ame o a_ol Ql m ina small

What's happening to our nation? wuc@ and his_coffin-was being c ina_

hearse.to the cemetery, his mourners

of the places he ha% for ?;ﬁ;[x frequented. Fist they drove

by a tayem-where he had spent much time and squan-

dered many a payeheck, but the old temptation to indulge

in aleohol ne longer enticed him. A few blocks down the

< 1 street they came to a %‘”hem he had lost thou-
w‘(l,\( ; sands of dollars ““on the horses,” but the urge to gamble
A

was no longer felt. A little farther on, the procession went

i l‘,]-v([‘ by a theater.he had often attended, but the vulgar titles
)-{4 ) ; on the marquee and the suggestive pictures plastered
L i

i around the entrance had ng_effect on_him now. None
of these vices-and allurements could attract “him, fg*
o WJWH . *
7 This should be the ﬁm in. He

ought to reallze that he is no longer a member of "Adam s
fallen race,” but has been united with Christ in a new
humanity, for “our old.man.is.crucified. with him.” We
are therefore to become increasingly victorious over our
sinful nature by considering ourselves alive to God, but
dead to sin. Through a daily yieldlng to the Savior and
a deliberate refusal to make provision for the flesh, we
will grow in our likeness to Christ.

Ponder again Paul’s question, “How-shall_we, that are
dead to sin, live-any-longer.in.it?” When we are identified
with Christ, we should become progressively more indiffer-
ent to Satan’s allurements. Indeed, believers must reckon
themselves “dead” to sin! —R. W. D,

Once | was dead IN sin,
And hope within me died;
But now I'm dead TO sin
With Jesus crucified. —Anon,

SR N 7 THOT: Only when we die to sm about us do we live to God

o above us!




