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"WHERE DOES GOD LIVE?"

Isaiah 57:15

I would like to read a verse of Scripture, pPerhaps not new to you from the

book of Isaiah - Chapter 57. Now this chapter seems to be part of a @ of
—

sermons preached by the Prophet. And they were messages given during the period

of his ministry, in the city of Jerusalem and surrounding area.

They reveal Isaiah -- his gr not just as a .poet. But that he has
ability through(ﬁicture€>ko give {2!21§£iﬂns—e£:§od, to his people. And he is trying

to preach God for these desperate people.

I-n_k@..,ﬂe gives us very special insight - that really is not new in this

b
passage, but it is one of those themes that really captivates mur&nd. ’Ijh_q;;aith

the high and lofty one that inhabited eternity. Whose name is holy. I dwell in the

—_—

high and the holy place, with himself also, that is of a contrite and a holy spirit,

humble spirit - to revive the spirit of the humble, and to revive the heart of the

A N
contrite,

died a few years ago, there were a lot of different ways
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When
in which the news covered, concerning the reaction of the people, who really loved
eﬁ Sty JONSC

him and the people who had Gnade him a God) u@- those people was a man of whom
"'-————_______ -

the press wrote quite a bit. They wrote a lot about ennis Wisey As one who was

under the influence of Elvis - he live ) And he really loved him so much

- so that, not only after Presley died, heghis face lift - as they say, by a ;

i i . K e and looked
p%gg;icfsu;geon. And his hair contoured - and he took on the appearanc o

remarkably similar to Elvis. In fact, for a feuonths, he made a dollar or two by
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appearing where people could interview him. And they could@a man what was it that
£

could drive you to resha_.p_eMavce, to look like Elvis. He had been his model, and
= N

his idol for many years.

Now the @ Globe sa:td that Presley had been an .of his for over -

since he wa@e years @ He said, I have a recprd, every record he has _made,
-————————v

év:gt;)iver. @ctures in the thousands, oolé,, ﬂgazmes)éllow A couple of
books in Chinese and Japanese about him, I have from the front of his
T e -

house. And by the way, he could have all of these in front of my house. I would
s b —_

be glad to give them to him. @went on to say -- I never saw Elvis Pr\gley. I

saw_him on the stagg fou# times, Once, I tried to run sp to the stage. And I once

stood on the w >of the Presley mansion, and tried to see him., For 12 hours I

stood trying to get a glimpse of him. But he had w@gle around him, that

you could never get close.

Now, as I read those words - I have a suspicion that those are the I_(__i_rl_d__gf

cesexyes, for the worship of God, The reshaping of one's che. Now

‘/t:&s‘a'bout belngéonformea to the 1magtyof Christ. Saving momentos -

—_—
every scrap, every hint of the man's presence. As if one is worshipping a God. And

I/;
the most words of that article from the Globe we might say, are these -1 never

. ) vt
got close to hllzl. I never saw him., I never knew h1m.>

KT T R AN SR TR Sy

LOf the Christian Gospel - that people can have an experience

with the everlasting God. And that is what confounds the unbeliever. That we can
-'_————.___._‘*_
know God. That in a real sense, we can become acquainted with God.
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Our God is alive. And one does not need to stand behind a 12 foot wall, or
—_—

buy $15—$20 ticket) to watch him perform on the stage. Now that is one of the

most precious truths of the rfajlg‘_j:\y? of the Gospel. In the stament times, the

prophet@ saw_God in this verse as very revealing.
L V

,\ Now the §:2 word or two in our are worth circling., That is, @
= . d:.’.j A i) M WK WA NEY Sip
you have is(your ov e words m] Thé

ﬁ asks the parent - Daddy, Mama,

where is God. Where does he live. And here Isaiah is giving us some good, significant

=
speaks of God. He quotes God as saying - I live, or I d}ell...

How/shall on about this verse. The éigﬁ thing you might want to say
about it - I dwell - does speak about the fact that@dj_i;_w_\mﬂzj

That he is a person - that he is alive today.
: pessiyinali -

And he is not like the idols that people have, and they fall down too. This

God is alive.

'UK There was @ , a few years ago who sufHe

talked about th_rginH&O - his last savings, before a gtatuei of the local church and
- LS v

said - I prayed, and I gave, and I_wept. But there was!no answer.]
= o - _— =

Now thet is one that dwells and is alive, and ev
0d g en mor’
A\ =G> !

He tells us where his dwelling place is.,
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in this prophecy of revelation and says that é gan be

lown into two

For the Scripture notes that

God can be found in a lofty place. And the prophet goes on to say, by one little

word also, 9/ﬁ;e115 with the ‘30'1eh°f_ﬂ°!;;L-£xﬁ;pm~3mww;ﬁ;: That leads us to

say that in reality, he dwells in a lowly place. A 13% place, a lowly place.

great locatlgns where God can be f%und And we spend a lot of our time observing
N (he

e can | God be found% Really, we do not

N S

appreciate what it means to worship God in a lofty fashion. Some of our spiritual

- people do (not appreciate the fact that God is holy. They find it
— = i

convenient not to find him up there - but they want a middle ground. Well, God may

not be found in some of the places that people are looking for him today.

Let me say two or three things first about God here - before we talk farther

about where he lives.

First, God i mnipotent/ I am the Almighty God. Gen. 17:1. Many times he
iiiégééﬁllﬂﬂﬂllﬂl L ATRLESY G0 R £

is called Almighty. We find that in J,Ob_Z_ﬁ}- he stretched out the North over the
Ll

=

empty place.
F e

Isaiah 40:22 - And he stretches out the Heavens as a curtain.
————

Job 26:7 - And he hangth the earth up on nothing.
Fd

Isaiah 40:12 - He hath measured the waters in the hollow of his hand - comprehe’

P



the dust of the earth in a meiiyre. And weighed the mountains, scales, and the

hills in balances. God is unlimited to the extent of Divine power. He is able to

say and to do all things.

Zacend,. Sod 45 iscient) That is, he hqg_kggglgﬂg; and he gets his knowledge

not from reasoning but from being God. Psalm 94:11 - the Lord knowth the thoughts of

man.
-_—

Isaiah 46:9-10 - He says, remember the former things of 2}d - for I am God and
~ ———
there is none else. I am God and there is none like me. Declaring the end from the
beginning - and from ancient times the things that are not yet done, Saying, my

counsel shall stand, and I will do all my pleasure,

There is a third, God is| omnipresent,

Jer, 23:24 - Can any hide himself in a secret place - that I shall not see him,

saith the Lord. Do not I fill the Heaven and the earth - saith the Lord.
—_——

—

—

Psalm 139:7 - Whether shall I flee from thy presence, if I ascend up into
74

Heaven, thou art there, If I make my bed in lell, behold, thou art there. And if 1
-~

take the wings of the morning, and dwell in the utter most parts of the sea, even there
v T

shall thy hand lead me. And thy right hand shall hold me.

God is everywhere - has excess to all places. And is exempt from limitations of
C______________" —
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space, the actual nearness of God is here portrayed for us. Now this will help us

as we look into the matter of where God lives,.

50d at the end of an( arwentl Or at the conclusion of%
..g a &> ¥ =2

éciting his own virtue} hac_l trouble finding God - he did not find God through

—
the correctness of his belief. lle did not find God through sorrow, although he might

have. If his friends had let him alone. But the place thatfﬁgB}found God was at the
-

He found God when he was unable either to do for himself
TE—— N Sem———

point of his(gle est need.

in his own moral strength, and at the end of all of that - he discovered God.
v~

Let us look and see what is suggested here in thﬂéZééEB for our good today.

First, God dwells in a lowly place. And second, God dwells in a lofty place.

‘-~ I. GOD DWELLS IN A LOFTY PLACE

—

Isaiah suggests here the word "lofty" is an translation that suggests that our

God has majesty and power, and is
v
world, the number one being in his case was Ki

ove us., Of course, in those days of Isaiah's

Now the King always sat above the
= v
level of where people sat. And everybody else was lower than the King. The King was

in an elevated position.
—

Now égé;;;)was deeply concerned that the people of his generation get
— R T A o T TR A
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track. In their understanding of God, as being in a lofty position. A place of power
LSy, - ~

and majesty.



Now if you think about his comment here, you will discover three or four

things that Isaiah had to sa

beginning in that early part of V.. 15 -
\/’
God is highnﬂpd-;ewx,ﬁﬂ

that our God 1n-¢“;“_,a 2Tt

These are three in » difficult concepts for my 1iEglg_miﬂﬂ-tn_fulingrasp. In

fact, it is so difficult sometimes, for me to grasp - that I must confess that I have

to start in the early stages. And(ﬁ:)might say, well now, these things are impractical.
v

Butsing our old hymns of fajth. And they made a difference. My own Christian ligz
Yz

ggzggglggdgy and I seento know the everlasting God. More deeply and more intimately,

I have discovered that the dimensions that I have missed all too often, is the

significance of really those

In one's spiritual s;zgggle to realize that all too ofte :; . 3
thq(%%fdle ground,) To put it another way, we have ﬁ;ﬂ;& God out of hlS lofty place -
“"“‘—--—7; S

at least in our minds. Because it is too difficult for us to imagine him being up

there.

[t

Tozer, in his book, The_ Knowledge Of The Holy - he said this. The
RTRTEVEMA,. WAL

church has surrend er once lofty concept of God. And has sqhsti:u;gd_fg;;i},

one so low, so ignoble, it has to be utterly unworthy of thinking worshipping men.

R
This, the church, has not done deliberately.. little by little, and without her

knowledge, and her unawareness only makes her situation all the more tragic.

Dr. A Wf

Ito say, the low view o_f_,Ggg entertained almost universally among

Christians is the cause of a hundred lesser evils everywhere among us. He says, a
-_—

whole new philosophy of Christian life has resulted, Over this asic error in

—

our religious thinking. And with our Qoss)of the sense of his majesty, comes the
T o v

further loss of religious awe. We have lost our spirit of i
P worship.
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We have @E;E>our ability to meet God in adoring silence.

Modern Christianity, &Efe}i wrote - some I think about 15 or 20 yearsago -
'“%‘ -2 ™
it is simple not producingﬂ;ﬁg_;ind_gﬁ_gﬁ;ig;%gn who can appreciate or experience

74
life in the Sp1r1t. The words, bGVStlri‘a

{to the iﬁlf- ggfldent !hustllng,

¢ worshipper.
X B0,

NowC:E:;l1na&lyqﬂuﬂuukaunngjgggtgp. Then we go right back into the roots of

Iggigh_i%i£; = in which he is saying to those who will listen, our God dwells in lofty
) a e

places. His majesty is go incredible, the mind cannot contain it. We must only bow

down before it,

) - he is a great Blble expositor.
How different, he says, about the agggzg;gn;x__gf_ﬁqg Which you really have to

—_—

work at hard to get through.

0 nodern tlmes.. The conce tlon of delty, which prevails, is mostly widely spread

g T LY

today. Even those who profess to give heed to the Scriptures. Is a miserable

blasphemy and error of truth.
-

——

sentimental, rather than all-inspiring reverance.

Another thing that he says about this first thlng - about the

place - he says, he 15(%r1ghtened by the words. That he illustrates in some of the

P
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That we have so frequently and unthinkingly sung. [Som¢ of these songs he

V
7/ simply picture God as aéest ,friensg.

s. And who really
TR i

does not intrude too much into our lives because he is too kind. le is tooﬁé,,ll of

lovg.

says, our God dwells in high and loft}_r‘ places. And he said to Jerusalem,

3 "!""'. 2 —
get it stra.wht. That Lsﬂl%ﬁud\lwe;/

M , e goes on to say - our God dwells in ete ni That he is not bound
_’ Tl TR ] —_—
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by time or things. Now this is an 1ncred1b1e problem for me. @s my worst enemy

——

unless I use it properly, unless I discipline myself,

-

But our God dwells above time. Qhas in his lifetime watch ‘four:l\mgs

come and go. Some of them had died miserable ways. But his God is above bove death.
One aRa g0 e pasecan.

And his God is unlimited and unbounded by those things. le is a great God. lle dwells

in ew'. Not in time - but in eternity, @at is where God livé

k , God is one whosﬁ name is holy. Finally Isaiah says, that word "holy"
e . A““"""?:\k
i

s a @ word with him., All the way through the book =~ 60 and more chapters.
L4

God is a holy one. Holy, the high and holy one. More than @ it becomes as he

= e vl = . ‘

says.

tant for Isaiah to say these things. What can I say to vou -



because in his lifetime, @

back in your Bibles to IEEEEEL;)- he gives you his spiritual biograggy. There, he

got his start.

ail so miserably. If you went

s of

and lifted up. There is the high d {ngy concepﬁyﬁ%éin.

&
o

"

"

And he says his trane filled his\temple above where stood the Seraphims

—_—

- each one had six wings - and with t d his face and with twain he

covered his feet. And they did say, hol Aoly, holy is the Lord of llosts. The

A e R

whole earth is full of his glory. I think Isaiah is telling us

something at the beginning and at the end of his book - that over and over again -

that overwhelms us.. There is the hq}ip9§§H9f“ng. What does that word mean., How
does one grasp it., Does it just pasg_if off lightly. Is is just an analogy. When
the %2ggl_gggg_hngAFQQAXJ:g%;y - is the Lord of hosts. Did they have any concept
of what one might think of the brilliant one. You cannot look at the sun without

destroying your eyes. And here is the holiness of God. So absolute perfect, unstained,

untainted,

But the angels go on to say that the_ggzLh_is.full_ni_hié_glggy- And could it

be that the glory of the Lord is much like the rays of the sun. Though one cannot look
at it - we can at least look at it and enjoy it's warmth and light. And even be drawn
- or even draw from its energy, Now we can rejoice and abound in the reflected glory

that comes from a holy and a lofty God.

———  But the { - when we begin to think and recognize how absolutely
. — -:’—-——7— L

—
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ungpproachable is our own, a holy God - how he actually is.

/

Maybe Isaiah rustled with that concept. Of lofty. And he saw something.
. -

And I wonder if in

God, he thought about the encognpln

ot

”;,to his destruction. Ile walked into the

) theology, when he

“of_the Kln-. Who 11tera11y acted out of

unholiness and took upon himself. What happffs when an unholy man attempts to come

into the presence of a holy God in his own right.

If T am right in my in this passage, there ought to be a

growing holy fear in my own spirit. For likeWa.hiah, I also have the ability of
— P

pride, of being a person of pride. And how often do I fear that I enter the

sanctuary of worship.
—— e,

And the blessed word of God, and presume to walk in the

presence of God. As if it were my perfect right apart from his grace.

Is it possible that many of us have our own doctrine so perfected, we think

-
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our_kzgglgggg of the Bible is so deep and so wide, that we are guilty of forgetting
v 4 . : -
the awesomeness of coming before God who dwells in a lofty place, whose name in holy,

-

and who inhabits eternity. And we think that it is just our right to do so.

The fﬂ;;E:xhat terrifieJ:;;;;;)in the book of Deut. and the children of
\ -

Israel crossing over into Canaan. Chapter 4:9-10 - that they would( forget the

works of God and they would not fear him. Where is the message of the honest,
Tas OF bog A2 —

awesomeness of God in this 20th Century.

Where are the (ongregatiobs that together on :'L_n_g_and sit

in silence and contemplate the presence of the high and the lofty God. Where is the

_—

woman or the man who trembles at the very thought. I wonder if Tozer would write,

have we lost it.

speak at a Con!gﬂfigg_nlnnaﬁ They were an out-of-state audience, and they thought
o e

what thé‘#agtmaster gave as he introduced the Governor. He said, n : I give
——

rd | —

point of it. He said, gentlemen, when I was al

father took me to a g t—Cfv'c,._‘~d T held his hand tightly as\ﬁi&fﬂlifﬂ_

after battalion marched by. I dgnced up and down with the music. And then suddenly

my fatheriﬂstlffenedrgpﬁ I almost felt some pride and thrill through his being.




Swiftly, he said, son_ta

by. I:tookroff mr_hat entlemen, the Govg;ng;;gjLNem—xgrk bids

And he walked out the d .

as one to walk out on a congregation

Now it is really sag
who wants to meet him on m1dd1e ground, in a comfdrtable place, rather than a fear

some place of benef1t

Some have made God too much like a friend - so that he is no longer our God.

I think I hear Isaiah trying to beat a drum for the spirits of the people of Jerusalem

ound with the Everlasting
R T T S T B e

holy. Where does God 11ve - Isaiah told them he lives and dwells in a high and lofty

that they had better mon God. Because his name is

place,

Now on the last part of this verse, is the part that I think really ought to
touch your life. And I think it ought to do something for you. For here is a
Christian experience - when I want to meet God, on middle ground where I am at home.
That means, I prefer not to see him in a lofty place. I do not want to see him in

a holy place,

ITI. GOD LIVES IN A LOW PLACE

trite and humble sp1r1t This word contrite describes someone

who is crushed And is a desc;_Ptlve word - humble and contrite, I understand what

they mean when they say crushed. I feel what that means. Now I have been crushed

many times, disappointed, etc, And I imagine you have been crushed emotionally and
) ey
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physically, and even spiritually,

Where will you find Egg. lie is not only - he not only says God is found

But he says, thae found in a place among crushed

people. Who are the crushed pg_gle. Obviously those who have come to grips with

in a aJestlc -lace.

the simpleness of their own be1ng.

Lord God of Hosts. The whole earth.igud

smoke. He said, Whoe is me, fon 1
5 ”“:‘M‘ﬁ?’»‘%‘ﬁ PGy FPTIRES - o “

eyes have seen the Klng, Lord of Hosts.

Now that is a very instructive statemept - because Isaiah is telling us
- \al

that throughout his early life he had really never seen himself until he had seen

the glory of the majesty of the holy Ged. TWhen he had come to grips with the great

dimensions od,) he became so crushed and aware of how low he really was. Whoe,

is me, he cried out,.

ally, it has something to do with the

his creatlon, and hlS d351gn' how he meant for men and women really to be. I have

”-f God's specifications. I don't live up to it.
; e P 1liiii§§ﬁ§§ﬁ§ﬁé%ﬁ§ﬁiﬂk .
lips. And while I wused to be somewhat happy with myself, I am not uncomfortable. And

fallgn SRR

I recognize in my contrite spirit, that I need to respond to the Glory of God.
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engage in the presence of people : ghj to acknowledge that they have

s -- there will be no
That part of your experience in the presence of the Holy God - that I am nothing
unless I am bathed in his mercy, if it were not for the cross of Jesus Christ - I would
still remain in the state of whoe, And I cannot depend upon my own intimacy and

talking with God.

nor hot. Would that you were so‘"-‘r ;g?' So because you are neither one - I am about

to spew thee out of my mouth. You say, I am I am prosperous. I need ngﬁhing.

You are wretched, you are pitiful. What an interesting You say these

things, but I know these things.

And God was saying,

in effect, to that church - ladies and gentlemen, as long as you are not ready to come

to grips with your oii;ff%%gggjuiﬁﬂlfi;ggf§§ - I will not inhabit your presence.
You won't find me thex€. You can do all of your religious things. You can fast.

But my presence is found where there is a contrite spirit.

What is the. There was/ no awareness) of contrition.
T LY I pe e SNESPRENR e S0 ST
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Is it possible that in tbg_l&%%ég, the church will be doing it's thing with

excellence and beauty, but God will not be there.

) in 1820-21, was given the opportunity to be the Chaplain of King
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George IV of England. One day he walked into the th¥one room to serve the King

communion., It was a daily occurance. And, when he got into the presence of the

- Furious. He was beraving a servamt. And he

King, he found the King

was using bad words. Now from the history book it says, finding the King storming

at the servant, C. “R. Sumner told hi ly that he did not seem to be in %_f;;_,

state to receive communion. That he must learn to restrain his passion. And must
—

show his forgiveness by re-instating the servant. And at this point, the young

7

To enable his majesty to think over the

to retlre .

matter. An he was re__ailﬂlfuzgd_and__t’-n.lﬂ the servant should be restored. And he

urged the King, that he should not receive communion alone, but with the rest of
— /

the IMW. For a time, the King held out, but at last_

he consented and knelt at the holy table. With the household and with the servant.

Now, that took courage. And I don't know whether I would have had that much

courage., But it is nice to read about wwsumh'er - his_r ion entér¥ before

the holy - table if there has not heen a humble and a contrite spirit and things have
"'-T——

not been made right,

God dwells then with those of a’sgg;r%té'spirit.

— @d, those of

those peasant Beople, he-dWelt in that humble place. And then he went among the

synagogue teaching, the spirit of the Lozd is upon me. To liberate the cagf;yes,

3 humblegheartﬂ

the touch the panE, to fegd/the hungry.

And when he walked through he was stopped by a blind man who was crying

head gyl (ra
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for help. And Jesus helped him.

—

When God said t I }iaﬂ'e come down among my pet)&le, and have heard their

cry and seen their affliction. That tells us that God always draws near in mercy
— ~ .
among those who are humble and of a contrite spirit.

—— -

Are there who can walk through the streets of our city, pay

no _pity to the humble and the contrite, the starving. And the millions across the

world - have we no tears for those in need. God is always very sensitive,

Some of us find it better to remain in the middle ground. Much easier for

—

us not to get enthusiastic.

It 154;;;;;>f0r some people to go to a enthusiastic rock 'n roll service -
\/

where there is a lot of talk and very little theology. And { s

of acknowledging a contrite and a h

mble heary.

fula

It is tragic. But we need to know that we'll. get close to the place where

God dwells. Where can he be found - in the high and the lofty. And in the humble.
S b~
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» Y€ars ago - he yas comfortable about

£

he was 3z youn an
- s
“g—"—"é-t—r-u-gﬂffg_to find his Place in the ministry, I am -
. a mlnlster of

_I, ,1‘- o I g x
o | | &% I am easily put out. Second,
anh my wife and children, Third, I am decej in th
2 i@, = 1n that I often

€Xpress private annoyances,

(L1 TN
& ' : ._ ~_>__'. N e

God, and yet he said - in

.;%I concluded that most of my study had been

praise., Rather i
than ggg;pﬁg9x for service, Even in my preaching he says, I fear I

am more often wondering what eopl i i
Sds | onde g people will think atput me, than what my Loxrd and his
will think, I have long felt in a vague way that something was hindering the

effectiveness of my ministry.

No wonder when this man figured out what it was that Ggg_ggg;hnd_h%g.and touched

other lives. And he found out where God lived - and he lived in that experience of

worship.

that great preacher, has said_I do not believe in gwalkigé down a

B
Between God. Ile had some sort

churh aisle. And I will handle this in/my ‘M}@‘Y‘
_— B \ '

He was never saved - until he got to the

of feeling about walking down the.aisle.

place where he had a Lord I1'11 go to some church and 1'll 40 ﬁun}mez-salts
e B e —
But here is

sav ﬂ?&m before he got to church.

down the aislgf;f necessary. Bu e
the indication and the miracle took place when he discovered where God lived.
e \_?
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