"WHO HATH BEWITCHED YOU"

Gal. 3:1-3

I spoke previously about Paul writing t of the crack pots in

The Romans_have cregjc_e_d__?:.axin; in the center of Asia Minor and they

they called it the province of Gilatia. Now ddreSSes his le_g:’er to them.

He h led at the hospitality and the recepti -- both by his message and
e has marve P y ____2@1 __?’g

his p?ion.

In this letter, in C 4:13-15, he said ow how infirmit)/ of the flesh

I preach the Gospel unto you. And then he goes on to write, ye would ham_nlugl:gd
i iy -——-—-—-———w

your own\ e out and would have giyen them to me. He was"'agtonisﬂé@at their open-
h_e_g.;_te.dnei‘s. Their wgrmaheartedn_f’ss, and the way they had received the Gospel.

(::Enow, he is no less fully amazed at how soon they are removed from the

message that they had first so glzig_ly received.

s
f
‘Chapter 1)- after speaking to them gree;in/gs - he wrote, I marvel that you

are so soon removeg from IIir&that called you into the grace of Christ unto @

Gospel - with is not another.

And then coming to this/ 3rd chapter) he states, oh foolish Galatians. A better ,
- - 7 ———

@ would be oh(fsenseless) Galatians, (Whé hath bewitched you. They had turned from _
&ﬂvary to Sir?ai) They had turned fronéonship to slaverp) They have turned from

. o
@berty to bondage) They had turned fron(fait]1 to works., They had turned érom Christ
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to ceremonie9 Oh sensﬁgss, foolish Galatians who hath bewitﬁ;hed you,

'J‘“‘.-h - - -
There are reelor four thin here - first, there 1is d.(gl_';ne. there is

i:i:é&énn, there is hé&&:ff&ﬂéng' And then there is spiritual living., All of

these are very practical.

I. DOCTRINE

e

We enter strictly a doctrinal part of Galatians, Paul uses some very unusual

language. @he really means is - how is it that you seem to come undgr a sort

of(ﬁ,p.ﬁl]} That you havert your gnp)on the truth - and your hearts and minds

have become clouded with error. It is quite possible for one to have been truly

converted - and then by failure to study the word of God and to pray over it -
Paul had come under the influence of some false system. Some unScriptural line of

teaching.

And when people do come under such influence, you find that it is almost

impossible to deliver them.

is a yoxd that regells many people. When we say something about

T —— !,_,.g.a—A

doctrine - people get a vision of a long Edg book:, Or aL;x sermorty with a lot of

Eﬁ'guments Jn 1t.@hen peoplel iaore \doctrine, the result is, they are like children

tossed too and fro and carried about by every wind of doctrine. Eph. 4:14,

Doctrine is important - doctrine/means/teaching. Christian doctrine means just

7 /-, ,
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Biblical teaching, about the things which we believe. And" c@\\zfary )to some peoplc,

P g, T TR e A ST

it does matter what we believe. @ou_r doctrines are, @ go our actions, because they
- 74 "

grow out of belief.

And Paul is WQH‘EE here the issue - doctrine is._on Q}_;aist - or the law.
Thesc@@lad come down from Jerusalem teachigg that you be saved unless you

L

are cirﬁwed and keep the law of. And they have gotten such an influence

T

over you that you are like peopletbewncheq_.’ You are under a \épel}. You are not

able to even reason out things.

'I‘he(ve;b}tr%gd _ t\ritcgg_gg- can rgf:_i; to some éum known as the

evil eye. Evil people working to put a spell on you. It is like black magic.
And people get@rain-washgéwith certain ideas and literally have no mind of their
\——wﬂ-"”

own. And there were some who were holding to the; old pagaanel:Lef that they could

Tonrer - 521

go both ways 1n the matter of doctrine,

- Se. -

—

And so Paul wants to make this clear in their midst - that the doct‘:_r_ine was

important.
C il

II. SALVATION
et T B s

aul’ takes a moment or so to wm_ﬁg,;g,ians to their wonderful
b

conversion - right before your eyes, there was Jesus Christ. In the last part of

W "
N\ @— was evidently set forth. Crucified among you.
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d@Christ amal.lx_gixgp himself for me. It is because it was impossible.
(foréme to do one thing Wf. Because I could‘ not, I deserved tQ‘daiﬁ -

says

but Christ/took my place) The place of beginning for the Christian,
et

P il
re you foolish. “DoYyou think you need to co lete the work your own effort.
are you fogldsh. (Qovou Thgk ¥ = - /

You have been misled.. You have been led into the fog, And Paul says if I

can, I want by the grace of God to deliver you,

When we stand up for the/ trut@ of God and warn people against false t?‘.‘.,‘il;i}lg:

it does nof_dmply that we are ugkind..;wrd them. We may love such people. But
t
Chrw for these people. And Paul here uses such (éraphic language - it was

evidently set forth, g

It was like a placard or a/éoste?‘ put up on public display in the forum or

down in the marketplace - for all citizens to see it. Paul says you do not have a

newspaper or public announcements - but we displayed this in public areas where

everyone mingled. Vhere everyone could read them. And Paul uses that word with
regard to the Gospel message, That he delivered to the Galatians - it was Eubli_cly,

openly, evidently set forth.

When Paul preached the message of Christ, the Galatians coul@;he,mrd
crucified. They in imagination followed the movements of the Roman soldiers - heard
m&m«hxx‘mﬂ.wzmaj\ﬁ e )

the ringing of the hammers as the Lord was nailed “to the t . i
2 e tree. They heard hls.,é._gg%%

his tears, and his cries. They felt his suffering. And watched the blood drops fall

down to crimson color the ground. Seeing him crucified. They were convicted in their
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5 : : _ L . £ Christ.
hearts. Their paganism and idolatry - and were born.again into the Kingdom o 1ri
They became ney _creatures - the(olr world, the old ways passed away. And all things in
God became new. They were regenerated, through listenigg to the preaching word -

through the opening 9§~EQ$$£ﬁQ§%§F5 to the Gospel of Christ. And they forsook their

old ggg% and embraced the true and the living God. It was new - it was a wonderful
7~

day when they obtained salvation.

Now, you have a marvelous testimony here for the Gospel said Paul. What was

that message that he delivered. It was that Christ died for our sins. And that the

—

3rd day he _arose according to the Scriptures. And when au
e

d the Ggppel,

that is that he preached Christ and him crucified, that is th ‘faigg - that is the
\ st

substance of Christianity. So the beginning of faith and the éégﬁof it is in the

Lord Jesus.

When the Apostle

him., He writes about Cﬁrf,

writes the Revelation, he wrqte the eternal lif%_through

. When(?amgé, pastor of a church in JerEialem, speaks

of the great law giver - he is talking abougﬁEﬁrist. When the writer o

speaks of the great high priest in lleaven and the medig;g;mhaxueaamﬁggam_d man,

he talking about Christ.

The Christian.faith is Christ. You take that away - and you take the Lord

out of it and it is nothing.

The Gospel that Paul preached was Christ and him crucified, And the power of

~—————C,

it that had the influence upon the Galatians, in a miraculous, marvelous way.
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So Paul] says we poste%:jn public the proclamations - thqubster\}f Christ.
b - N e saaa)
We handed that like a illboard)to you. And he challenged his readers that here
S

was the point of regeneration. Here was the doctrine of their transformation.

And now he says - who hath bewitched you in this.

ITI. BACK-SLIDING
T T ——

The next thing that Paul moves into is the matter in which he says, evidently

there have come someégalse tggphezi§who have taken your minds away. They have set

before you rituals, rights, seasons, dates, programs - and laws to keep. They have

W
turned aside from the liberty that they knew in the Lord Jesus. And they are depending

upon ceremonies, upon dates and calendars, and laws. And they thought they were making

progress.

e

N
Andapau;,cries oh éenseles% Galatians who hath bew%ﬁgﬂgﬂ you,

Having bigygwin“;bq;§£§:it, now are you going to try and ﬁi?iéh”it out with the

(FTesh-

llere is someone EEQ is saved, who is converted, and turns to J
_ : ’ esus, And then
7

he Qég%;ﬁafyf;nd he depends upon some rituals and something else. Is this progress,

is this advancement - to turn aside the glorious from the liberty that we have in

Christ. And bind ourselves down with ritual things.
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i -slidden., They had turn ide from the Gospel. They
The Galatians had back-slidden y "jﬂLjﬁigﬁ

| SERT——
had taken their{min _mgigébf Christ and were focus;ng upon something else. VWherever
you find the Sﬁizi} of Christ there is liberty. Wherever you find the spirit of

i, G :b : :
the Eégghﬁthere is bondage and slavery. Now, no wonder Paul was upset, with this tygg
. e

of back-sliding.

I read the other day about a little Qu_ﬁga evangelist - he was a former [lindu.

He was known by the nam& xJ' He went around with a b;j;B;%}e under one arm. lle

the road in India when he passed by a bag;;fk - wherqi%nglish soldiersywere stationed.
They were familiar with the- little. preacher. And as he trotted by with his big Bible
and his big umbrella,fdﬁe of the British soldiers called out to him and said - say,

Sammy,(Fow is Jesﬁé'Christ this morninga

The little fellow stopped, drew himself up to his greatest hegight, and reproached
the soldiers. And he said, I will answer you out of the Loly.Book. Which came_to us

e o
from your country. He then turned to(Hebrews 13:8 Jand he read - Jesus, Christ, the

g,
same yesterday, today, and forever.’ And then he trotted on up the road.

That nigh;éj:@ of the British soldiers found the modest.hamg, of little Samiy,

the evangelist. Knocked on his qQQr, and when he came to the door--they said, Sammy,
we are ashamed of ourselves. This morning we asked you about how_Jesus Ch§;st was.

And you read to us out of the Holy-gook - Jesus Christ the same yesterday, today, and
forever. They said, het) we were back home - we were Chriatians. And we servgﬂ the
Lord but 1% have(?g_;$n}aq_y. Little Sammy, we have come to apoy_glze and ask quﬁwye-

ness. For what we said this morning - and want you to know that we are coming back.

We are coming back in love and serwvice, and mig&g;ry of our dear Loxrd.

—
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Always it is in Reviyal, always it is true Godly gg;xice when we keep_our
ég:% upon him. Rejoice in Christ as our Saviour. With tremendous joy - and there
el e i e,

is no back-sliding.

Now we have moved from dgpatfgzmi which is important., To fgjycffg: - which is

in Jesus Christ. To bac iding - which is found among many. To the matter of
t
spiriggpt’izving. ‘Gho hath bewitched you.' That you should obey not the truth, of the
Lord Jesus. When you have had a billboaxrd put before you. Are you going to try
y llboard put up - P 4 4

to finish out your life and living for him - in the égzégﬁfﬂw

i
V. - Are ye so foolish - having begun in the Spirit. Are ye now made perfect
e 7 =

——

by the flgsh.‘f

I think sometimes{ wejhave a tendgngy to poke our fingers at other people.

In their ritualistic serv%ggﬁ of other denominations and we say, well, they follow

a prayer _book - don't they? They go through the same old thigg year after year.

y what I think -(We are exactly like them, If you don't believe it

- you look at the format of our public wor§gip services. Year after year. I am

not talking about two Sundags - I am talking about 52 Sundays. And I could go down.

- if I was in é Eit day - 1 (E“ 2 ; i j
gypt/today - I would (know)exactl whgt thls_churgh was doing at such

and such a time.

-
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low do we get away from it? Well, I have been doing the same thing here -

35 years or more. And, we want to deEend upon the 1i Qg;;y and the movement of the
Spirit, in the services. I just¢fet up. here as chh the message

saying, oh foolish Galatians, who hath

that Ile puts on my heart. And here i“?ﬂh
beEiEEhgg“xQu. The<§reek wor&)means that a fortune teller, a diviner has placed them
under a spell. He hath bewitched them. Paul vows that an evil eye has possessed the

from the truth., And Paul speaks of the truth

Galatian Church.

of the Gospel. Was it by the works of the Lord that you receive the Spirit of God.

Was it by hearing the favor.

I like that ;‘fvllustratiqi} that Paul goes on and picks _up here. Aboutgé‘:aha‘@

believing God - and it was accounted unto him for righteousness. The just shall li‘,ve
o ﬂ

by faith.

5 - . . - - f
ﬁbraha,m lwas llmg by the faith long before the law - and here is a powerful

statement. The (‘fust shall live by faithi It is just as powerful and when God said

- let there be light., It has a resounding action in it.

épiritual living —fg;g does it take placef?

] = First, it isﬁt by feeling-] If the just are going to live by faith - there

iR A S,

are lots of people who would HMMM - the{'i;:\\;g shall live by feeli
our.own. feelings - whengverythil,{\g/is c‘i;‘m«ﬂnd smoo}&ba‘-f ha?By{ for us - then we_knew

By

we are in the will and the fav_g__r_.ﬁ;ﬁ—God. We are really blessed. We belong to the

family and the household of faith. Everything is going our way. And we say, I know

i

—red

I am saved because I am prosperous.

B et
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and we cannot see the light, the «To

fallen i ir. i that ng,dgga_nggﬂ}ove us
fallen in. despair fiig_think

anymore and we have lost our salvation. I am just lost, I am justﬁﬁg;gg;ten. And

arelow, and everything has

the Lord does not know that I am here on this earth,

It isé@fngerogf)to define God's_attitude towards ug&E&?onr feglings., And we

attach our salyation on our feelings. We say, I am saved. I feel that I am saved.
— I

But if I do not feel that way - then God has foz§aken me.

. if we ever_attach ourfggiaéﬁiifgéhgﬁgé%pgs - we are going to be dragged

down to death.

Thengsis)of my salvation is(EEE in me, It 15(252E22& The %gg&&géﬁéﬂ of my

hope is not in me. It is in Christ., If my salvation is in me, and if it depends

upon ne, what shall I turn too. (:!am faulty, ffii;, I am filled with mistakes.

I error, I 5‘:_1.11,,_, I ultimately grow older and aﬁs‘ soon takes hold of me. Ww comes

to me. Diseasg.comes to me. And death comes to me -fﬁh%} shall I do, It is

inescapable. I am unable in my own strength to save myself, And as long as I look

to myself and my feelings - God _help me and be merciful to me. And that is exactly
what Paul is saying. Lord, I cannot save myself. I am undone and weak. Salvation

is in him, hope is in him, and he will in no wise cast me out,

Ifé:QEaKE-EP at 2;2;2&2%} in the morning, or at 4 o'clock in the morning,

or at twilight - or at dawn. And I can lopk’g%t and I can see something of the

,é"'t”.reﬁgag,\, of the{f;ﬁﬁ‘g, And I can know that the éowsﬁnever changes.
f
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it : [} 13
45&5:::33}- He came unto his own and his own received him not. Well, but _as
many as received him - to them he gave the pQwerigg”ggggmgﬂghgmégughof God. Even

]
to them that believe upon his name.! That does not change. Lord, I have trusted Thee.

I believe in Thee. My hope is in Thee.

dZE:Sensele foolish Galatians who hath bewitched you, To think that it is a
h _é%? ey

matter of feeling.

e 2 Second, fAive by speculation.l Now spiritual living is not by feeling. And

second, it is not by speculation. It is what we call{sand|for a foundation to build

o mm—

a house..on. The Bible speaks of repentance _ar _faith in Christ. And acceptance of

“But ¢his is the HEQ’I_Ehink about it - you say. And did

you know, that it was human spesg;ation that qéﬁzgg the earizﬂghy;ch many ig;;ows and
many heartaches, Theytsurned as%i?,from evangelizing the world and the presenting of

the Gospel.

Do you know the early church to tugp_away. from the great.thrust of

the Gospel. It was because among themselves they began air-sglittingjover dgsgxines,

and spgsg}a&ing about theology. And began to fight among themselves.

The first century Christians - when it(éooked’as if the whole world would be
s E m

won in their generation. And even the Bible says, they had such faith that they
DTS IS S

turned the world upside down. But, they turned aside and began in fighting - within
-
the church.
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{'Edward Gibgzak a noted historian said, they divided the entire civilaégg world
o s P

over one Greek letter.

One group saiQ/Christ' is amg,} In talking g_gggg_gg%. A secﬁfl’d’;roup

= e et

said, he is th%j:s:ame substancey Now, they began to d;_s_,_suﬁs those two ideas. And

when we get to looking at those things - and we get to looking at little things that

we have our differences about. Fighting one with another - whq;_haggggs. What happens

to us. It is simply this -- we forfet the eyangelization.of.the world
AR

That is ¢ ; what happened to the Christian faith - they hgd literally won
the ciyilized world in three centuries - to Jesus.Christ. And then @ey sto@

And they forgot the great ma;ggi of the East, the West, the Noz}h, and the Sog}h.

The great Afi}é:a, Inc’lﬁzia.n, Chi.'ga, Jaﬁan - all of them were forgotten. Do you know

something - for the most part they are ll__ The just shall not

live by spe%a&ibn. The just shall not live by f%jags. But by faith,

SN e L e

X Third,_’not by worldliness./ Here is a third thing - spiritual living:
3 e e e i i A B T o

L
be based on fqgléﬁﬁg. It cannot be based on speqylﬁzions. And it cannot be based

on worlg_ isdom., Now the Bible does not say that the just shall live by their

@martness,i or their ézrewdnesa The worldsays: that is the way to get along.

The worldu§ays, you QESEEB need to E;ay. You do not qggd_ﬁgp. You do not need
a warm-hearied religion. You do not;ﬂneec;lwgwc%rch. You do not need to wo;ship.

All you need is shrigeness. Smﬁ;fness and you'll get places in this world.
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Isn't it ,

pggyd% and the Esﬂd of Ged., And turn to the world for flesh and power.

that even in ou;_ghnm@_es about people who have no_fai in

Do you remembex Lof, whose hegdsmen beg_g.‘nw thwith the herdsmen of Abrabham.
I-Z said

And the land was not able to contain them because of the vast increase. And

let there be no strife between your people and mine. You choose what you think is best

for me and what is remaining to me I will accept unto God. I will accept that--you

plains. The cities with their mgrghants flourishing - soverign. And he turned to his

make the choice. stood on the edge of the high mountain, there was a well watered

clg and he said, Q{ 1 havj) my choice - I will choose the plams and the city of

_‘_Sodom. Now tgg(world Fald yes, they ar That is WW in the world. Yes, look

at those plains - they are flowmg with streams. And the fields are green. Lot pitched

his tent towards Sodom. IIe is elected mayor. And he set in the gates and he was

prosperous. But here is oldif\_braha:j;;up here on the Rowguntain, walking with God

Almighty - believing, trusting, worshipping, serving and loving. For the just shall
gty "}V Es "}I—l £ ).P g (jng /g J

live by trust, fatlith, commitjtment, pra?'er, and by loving Jehovah Lord.

H

W8 s/
Who hath bewitched you, oh Galatians.

I read a wonderful little by William Henson, Who is pastor of the First

Baptist Church, New Orleans. lle said, when I was a young boy, a playmate and I

e e

received small toys. A replica of ad!fliding trombon?}from the dige store. lle said
s A
we were in the driveway one day, and I called to my mother. And she was looking

through the kltchw@w. _A.said mother, we have something to pla for you on

«;-nu"» e

M
you Blrthday. 3

We made an effort to hum throug(Amazing Grace, how sweet the sound, that saved
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a wretch like me. Once was lost, but now am found. Was blind but now I see.)

5
- P " . : ; x
Henson sadsgee whs friend - j@ sal'd,q“ﬁ'é}> youww. @knew our
music wasn't good - but I didn't realize that it was that bad, And I said, Mother,

éhag is, wrong. And she replied with a brwe, Billy, these are tw.
e g

fMieiy I_think of the Amazing Grace that God has given me through Jesus Christ, ym

so glad that my rejoicing brings tears to my e*es. One day Bil_}_y,@w, that you

will know of that Amazing Grace,

No wonder after that incident, everytime I sinﬁ and realize - have beep

there ten million years, bright shining as the sun, that God is calling us to rejoice,
Spp—— = HE e = e SN

be glad and to accept.

<i&gglg like to this day, @you to Wé%‘g. To accept God,

with a positive declaration and ask God to teach.yoy His way. And to commit your
life to Ilis way. And ask God to bw. And if there is anything that needs to

be done - whether it is a rite or a ritual, whatever it is -- make that personal
R

commitment today. And say that you are going to love him and worship him.

@t not be said of you -é\ foolish Galatians, who hath bewitﬂpd you.

Come back to the fal;_t_ll, come back to Jesus. With the just - the just shall live

by faith.




