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YOUR ALABASTER BOX

Mark 14:3-9

INTRODUCTION

Pr‘obab]y.incident in the 1life of Jesus was more pathetic

and yet lovely than the incident of the annointing of Jesus by Mary of

Bethany. It is not all wonderful that the influence of this inci?gpt has

been profound and has faggjgg}deEggg]e with deep personal and moral signi-

ficance.

This ipcidenr. Not alone the character of

(;ﬂary) but it reveals the character of(Jesg$. And it reveals more than

character. It reveals the(%@bngpgggié who were involved at this time. I

think here is a wonderful ¢ommendation) to womanhood - his tenderness in his
relation toward women. MNearly always it is found that men pf great genious

argﬁgggfggggly influenced by the gracious companionship and the influence of

wormen . In the 1lives of men that have been able to move the 1 , we have

seen that always they were marvelously influenced by the good cheer of a T

woman, a mother, a wife, a sister, a daughter, a beloved aunt, or some woman

skaex whose 1ife was pure, beautiful, and unselfish.

Qhrist‘;?attitu&e is certainly profound and tender toward women.




We may search, but we will find one harsh word from him touching women.
Even when the as brought before him who was deceived and enslaved

by vice. You sk listen in vain for one harsh word. He speaks to her words of

_hepe. He speaks to her words of forgiveness and words of grace as he sends her

away .

The(gss?e)before you this morning. Jesus now in the home of

Simon the Tleper. (gégéiégzjg_gggre, the man who died recently and was put

away in the grave and over whom his sifzgzg_gggrgwed, and to whom Jesus came
and spoke the 1ife-giving word bringing the man back to life from the grave.

A man risen from the dead is at the feast.

Simon, the leper, a man hjmselﬁziééiéglgx_gg§gs gives the feast,

and at the feast is the risen man and two sisters; and Jesus comes to that

feast and sits between Lazarus and Simon. M%;y and Mgg%gg are there, the two
who loved their brother so much that there was great joy that he was 1iving

again. In that happy company, we find this great Tove and gratitude displayed.

Many vears ago in é;i;;;;;§> Alabama, a man went through a steel |,
/ & .-———‘—'_r

mlll, They were rolling out thin plates which were to be used in making tin cans.

This steel had to be in accuracy of 1/1000 of_gg_igghﬁi§7thickness. The final

process was the inspection for this accuracy. They used o 'Iy o do _this



work, and they rapidly turned these thin plates in their hands. The man
asked the question as to why only women were used for thig_iggggg;jgﬂ. The

guide said, "Because a man's sense of touch is not delicate enough to detect

the slightest difference in the thickness of the metal. Only a womqﬂif_ifﬂﬁe

of touch can do it."

The delicate sensitive nature with which God has endowed women,
\__-fFA—7 -_—

the indispensable place he has given them in society, a woman can rise to the

hjg%g&t, or she can plunge to the lowest.

says, "In all societies, women haye played a much more

important role than their men-folk are generally ready to admit." When we

Mg

think that 1ife comes through the ﬂgﬁan and the genius of her heart, usually

her work is given in love. That's why in the hgmgqgﬁiéggigig) in the house of

/

Simon the leper, when they were there at meat, we d%scover this wonderful thing‘

happening.
Now, I want to discuss this alabaster box under three heads: First,
the ministering, second the murmuring, and third, the memorial. These three word
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will help you to remember the story.

I. Consider the ministry - Y;(;::>

They were seated here at the feast, and I égéééé;Dthat every one
ol L




of us wants to be remembered after he dies. It is one evidence of our

immortality, for will we be remembered for? As long as the world
lasts, Adolph will be remembered for the great, terriblle monument

he 1eft behind. And the that you have in life will be raised in

/
the minds and memories of(men,around the world. Look now at Mary, the

one who is doing the ministering at this time.

The outcome of such thinking of this alabaster box of precious

ointment and the pouring of its contents upon the head and body of our
S ——

beloved Saviour is certainly wonderful. It was on t before

the crucifixion. Jesus was a dinner guest in the home of Simon the Tleper.

And suddenly theted. Mary of Bethany perfarmed this deed

and this ministry upon Jesus.

It was an Qf deepest devotion for an alabaster, the oint-
ment, was fit fer a present forgkings)

In terms of our,, it was worth about $51.00 but with

much greater purchasing power than today.

How did Mary h t is oi 9 -
(:;::2 ry happen to have this o1ntmen;. we are not told.

Perhaps it was her most treasured possession for which she had saved out of her
V4 L\

meager resources. At any rate, it was a selfless act. She poured it upon



Jesus' head and John adds upon his,féeé. Now, this was to show great honor

to a guest by annointing his head with oil.

salm 23:5 we read, "Thou annointest my head with g;lf“ This

was to honor Jesus, and this was a great ministry to our Lord.
Only that afternoon(Jesushad said that after two more days

he would be crucified. Matt. 26:2. Perhaps Mary had heard about this.

@ ould she do? She was powerless to is _death.

There was on]ng;;g'thing that she could do. Out of the sincerity of her
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heart, she cou]d@ﬁﬁibdesus how much she loved him. And so she took the
— pe

best thing which she had to Jesus.

Now Mary did this to perfection. (ﬁgﬁ:i do too much for this ,
o g =

wonderful helper? @it possible for me tqQ do too much for him? I
< _

if Mary had such thoughts. (:::I over-exaggerati%g,my debt that I owe him?

and the honor that I should pay him? So she puts herself out to the extreme

1imit of self-sacrifice that she may honor Jesus.

h II: Consider the murmuring V.EE;Z:)
ji;g;:) There was indignation expressed by some of those -(éig;)

was this waste of the ointment made? In short, Some bf them said, this is a

dead loss, nothing but a sggfj@gg}gl_waf;e which will soon pass away and which
il Joss p y



has only a monetary value alone.

V1‘, @ have sight. Women, insight." The men

saw Mary's deed, but they did not absolutely understggd what she had

accomplished. They(fé}gg;géﬁ)that it was a loss. But Mary Toved, and her

reason was "What must I give?" And love only agiwered back, "I must give
A
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the best." The world needs such sentiment today. Maybe the world needs_women
—— = ==
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who in wild abandonment will gixg}}ﬂgggg%;gs and theirs to Christ in an

expression of love.

@ interpretation of t_[i_s__l_a_e_____::wtiﬂll__d__egi__is simply
amazing. of all, he Geceiv{es this gift without embarrassment, very
gt 5 poarvasenen

carefully. It requires a big heart often to receive a gift as it ought to be
\__/’_7
received. And Christ recgi!gg_zhispg;;t from Mary without any embarrassment
it v /==

at all. This seems to be a difficulty)with some of us when it comes to receiving
7

gifts. When men think about accepting salvation, the gospel of Jesus is free.

It is offered to a lost world., They hear about the high planes of it, the

marvelous benefits of it, and yet they reject it. The voice of man does not
receive the gifts of God but there is always a strange and a hegigggﬁfgggegfggce

of his gifts. Now this is a lesson to most of us wkk without embarrassment Jesus

graciously allows this incident to take place. The alabaster box of precious

—




ointment was poured upon his head and on his feet before his burial - he
received this gifts.

And he proceeded to defend it.

hose)in his company cr139fgg; -/ wastei. They 1n§iEEgg)that

there must be some practical sense in such matters and they thought it was

inexcusable.

Here is a fearfu] reve]atiogiof the narrow meanness of the
/
character of Judas and some of the others. At once they estimated the value
\L_once

of the precious ointment. They said it was qujgljyyl_gggge, wasted by a fak

foolish woman. And they talked about thg poor,) dﬁ;;g)good words are sometimes
found in the mouths of ges bad men. - alking about the poor and his loving

interest in them. Was it so? He talked this way, QEE,EE_Eéﬁ_Q_EDiEf’ and he

really wished the money for himself. There arelmen/who are keen and clever with
=

their figures. They talk Toud about the of the Lord's cause as men watch.
==

They are anxious lest the dabaster box of precious ointment be wasted on Jesus.

It was not their interest in the poor nor their concern for the cause of God

that they thought it was wasted.
The cry of waste often is one that is mixed up and misunderstood

in the cries of the world. We anraxXy @nalyze the output of money and service—




to Jesus Christ as the years pass by. We say that men spend their ﬁd?ﬂﬁﬁ%?
S

building templess building CWS and buildings, and yet they say

at all about those who waste a fortune on pLEEEEE%a on figg_ﬂg[;g;, on pleasure
Efi%fj on expengigg_ggigk:a:bgggk. And yet the cause of Christ is allowed to.

drag along because of our interest, we do not care, and yet there are some who

would cry "waste."”

The, in thwrwi% they had ébad spim’} I read
about a(ééi}gggg_yﬂg,bgiliﬁa vast home for horses, and yet the tennant who cared

for these horses lived in a cottage that did not cost one-tenth of that amount.

And the same man offered some shrewd counsel about waste, lack of business, when

his church proposed a great forward movement, for the Tifting of Christ in the

lives of men. This is the same spirit that Judas cried “waigp”. It was spoke

with the wrong intent.

Two young)women trained and went out as missionaries overseas -

SOTESESfig;Q’ “That's a waste of 1ife." Two well-trained noble women going to
-;_/i7&__.-—-—’"#

bury their 1ives in missions. They're giving God their alabaster g® box, their

o

noblest and their best.

The r‘ were nearing a close. Now they had

seen him raise the dead and work miracles. He began to hold up his cross and

o ———




talk about dying and talk about sacrifice.

The s have you turned your bﬁk upon Jesus Christ?

going to deny him, and was going to doubt him. And then at this critical

It was a difficult day for Christ.

time Mary came to bless him with her ministry. G;;EE} did no relish the days

which were ahead, for he had prayed in the garden, if it be possible let this

cup pass from my 1ips. HNow this great gnggg_ﬂgrg_murmurigg because this woman

—_—

had_ministered—to—him. @ come to believe that spirit is one of the biggest

things concerning a man or the church. I know one thing, that if our churches

e’

are going to have the right sort of spirit, w we must emphasize this sort of
e

evangelism and giving. (le hay have all of our steeples, our luxuries, and 1
S
am not against any of these things, such a excellent physical equipment, but

we may be dead(i})ke do not have the right sort of spirit. What is the church

for anyway? You are marking time if you are not living for Jesus and winning

people to the saving knowledge of Christ. It is 1ike a standing army without

any wp spirit or without any equipment.

6@;@)15 your spirit, anyway? (::lj},g_myrmuﬁiug_spig;;? Your
!

prgg;?er may stand in the pu1p1; and preach with all of his zqgl_ggg_ggypr, but

!

if the church is filled with people who have the wrong sort of spirit in their
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hearts, that man's hands are tied and it is a most difficult task.

The longer I live, the more I thank 8 God for men and for women

who have the right sort of spirit in their hearts. (ﬂ;gz)is your spirit?

—

you become criti ? Have you become fault-finding as a personality?

Let me remind you that(you) are going to find in your chutsh just about what

you look for. Even though you may be a charter member of the church, or you
a0 Joak 19

may have setggQ_ig;§gmg_ﬁmxuﬂzun;p%igg in the church, or may have felt that

you are indispensable in some place in the church.
o R i

did something that day and Jesus honored that spirit that

this marvelous woman expressed because she had the right motTVe.<:§£§)wgnred.in,_

honor Jesus CHrist. , ix I ought to preach to honor Jys. When
the chgi[,siegs, they ought to sing to honor and glorify the same Jes ist
iy

and they ought to sing the best they know how. In your Sunday SEhooK/EEE;;}you

ought to be seeking to do the same thipg. To reach more people. To spread the

alabaster box. Krex Now, I may)be striking fire this morning, but I*11 tell you

one thing. I have read and I have ore churches i
e thing nd I have heard about more chu being torn asunder

and hurt because some Sunday School teachers and some workers did not have the

right sort of motives in their hearts. The only way to grow a great Sunday School

is to create kr new departments and new classes.
= =
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Some people, they=mmmsston- their spirit is such that they
would crucify the superintendent or preacher or to seek to get the school
to do what it ought to do when everybody else knows what ought to be done.

=@ to stand together and sWr, and my prayer is that God will

help us as a people to make progress in the winning of people tO,EEEiSt' God

N

(:E}Fl’ygg}if your motive and your spirit is not right. Mary had the right
your Wotlye

spirit. And Christ defends this woman for this high %t, and if you take

the right sentiment here which this woman had, then you would see that we would
be able to do more for Christian colleges, Christian hospitals, Christian

work throughout this world.

There was 6;;;;;;>she had that was too qo?f/for her Lord. Yea,

her best, she gladly brought it that she might annoint him against that day of

his burial.

@— Jesus said, she has done ang{t\qood mrk\ and he praised
' e P4

her for it. There was dmg dodging, no seeing(ﬁgﬁ 1itt1§zfﬁgfgggjd get by with.

There was no_reserve. She put her best at the feet
LESEn p Des of Jesus.

I read about awho worked for many years

and when $he passed away, she left her will, and in her own_hand-writing, she

directed that $1,000.00 in cash that she had saved be put into a fund in her
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church for a worthy purpose. The effect of that simple #x deed was marvelous ,

and her name will be linked with Mary of Betﬁgpy who broke her alabaster box

of precious ointment and pouring the contents on the Saviour's head.

Little)though our best may b%)in the world's sight, if we give

it to God, he will put it to a gracious blessing. Now the world needs such

sentiment today, and(Jesus)discounted the murmuring of these disciples. It
g .

T
was not that Jesus was upconcerned about the poor. He @éﬁﬁg/fge1ing of their

need. (St. Michael Cast1{;;>was rehearsing his G;;;;;;;E;) There were hundreds
1

—

of instruments playing. A mightyorgan, great drums, and one tiny flute. The
man playing the flute said, "I need not play in all of this roar." And he
ceased playing that lileg_flggg;__ At once the great leader threw up his
hands and stopped the rehearsal, and he said, “I miss the flute. The one who
plays the flute is silent." Does not the great leader of the forces of this
universe miss even the playing of the tiniest flute in the orchestra of Tife
when there are those who go on day in and day out without trying to minister
in his name, but who mumMx murmur instead of ministering. The great lesson
to us, we are B to do our very best, and God will put his commendation upon

it. "She hath done what she could for me while I am yet here.

The Gor1d)is Filled with (Gadness) just at this point. Busske
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ig!;l whof fail to do what they can while there is an opportunity to do it.

LE_!j;:)it tells us that this must have been grave extravagance.
She that her something. You know, I have heard it said that

r@ljgigﬂ_ié__ffig. Yes, the gfggg_gfﬂﬁgg_iﬁﬂffgg, and salvation is free, but

I want %x® you to remember that it cost God all that he had to give it to you.
Jesus Christ suffered and bled and died. That was not very cheap.

(:::Dou have Jesus Christ in your heart, you are not going to

7/ .
be content to(?o as 1itt1i>as you can. Yéu are going to do the very best that

you can. I believe that you are going to bring God's tithes into the storehouse.

/,17

I believe that - of sitting back and seeing how 1ittle you can do, & you

will be doing your best to bring all that God has given you. Extravagance?
K‘—-———_

It costs us something.(_If you want to get something out of your c?%;;h, then
(_-_-_-__'_____,__—'—'_-‘\

ydu ought to put something into it. If you want to get something out of the

kingdom, then you ought to quit playing around and plunge into the depth.

Suppos¢’ that Mary hadhe ointment and used the proceeds to

pay for the dinner in Simon's house. Jesus would have enjoyed the sumptuous

meal and the fellowship, but no more. There would have been an aching void of

lonelinss in his heart. But when Mary poured out her ointment and her Tove

3

without measure, he received such strength to go forth and die for the world.
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nd I cannot do for Jesus' body that which Mary did.

But we can show himnever thelesss We can love others. We may

send our check to church, but that cannot take our place in personal involvement

in the ministry of a church. We may do certain things, but it will not relieve

us of our obligation to witness for Christ. For the gift without the giver

is bear.

}////,,, I1I. Consider the memorial V. 9

In V.a _;ﬁ read that she kagxpxgpxa has prepared his body

unto death. Someone she Toved.

I want to you thmof this ministry.

f us who treat our loved ogs one way and then when they

cold in death, i we becomg_ggegpggrggd and we show so much love. This

woman hath given her best, Jesus said. And that waﬂfgéfOff he died, How

are

good and how great that act must have been.

A(QEEE;;;EE)of waste of ointment - this goes on from the banguet

hall, but(JesusJsaid it was very timely. She has come to annoint me before my
P

burial. She did(not)wait until Jesus Christ was on the cross. She did not
— 2

wait until he was in Joseph's borrowed tomb. But she went there to the home

of Simon and did this beautiful thing.
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‘f our words of love and appreciation are il]-tiﬁd, and
most (funerals) I attend, I hear people as they Tean down over the body of
/P7 o

t heir loved one and say, "Oh, I loved you. I loved you." And iggggﬁgj
heir loved or _loved you.

cases, 1 know they are speaking the truth. But I also know that XRExe

—

their<£E;;E§)was bad. Oh, éizﬂggg_gg do_something for Ehrist. Don't wait.

Don't wait until tomorrow. Don';_pg;_iijgéi.
; S
Appreciation is a wonderful thing. I want to remind you that

you are going to mean anything to the kingdom of God today is the day. If

you are going to @EE;EE)Christ as your saviour, this is the hour to do it.
_,”-"‘P'__7

If your Tife is going to mean something in the kingdom of God, today is the
dayx

day. Today is the day. God's word emphasizes today. This woman came before
him and she annointed the body of Christ. Why don't you do something now for

Jesus Christ?

She hath (done what she could. Jesus literally said, "What she

had, she did." She had power to prevent his death, but she did have the power

to show her Tove and her sympathy. as she was a_t;_}g, she entered into the
fellowship of his sufferings. Yes, she did all that she could and perhaps more
than & she knew because she was annointing his body before burial. She did all

that human hands could do. And Jesus krkskX blessed her for this.
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Noi, Jesus said, this is going to be a/memorial.” And what to

Mary was a ;igglg_gg;_nf love, Jesus said that it would stand as truly one

of the great deeds and would never pass as a kindly word or a cup of cold
water in his name. To you it may be soon forgotten, but unknown to you, it

opens the door of hope to some soul Tlost .

Very sometimes, this soon-to=be-forgotten incident
becomes gospel, and it will be gospel ilunti],gesus comes again. Until you

hear that glad welcome.

Mary's memorial may be your memorial. Your 1ife may seem to
e | SR L T

you hut little. It is impossible to 1imit the effects which even an insignificant
1ife may have. That is, if your life is surrounded with power of Christ. Those

that murmured had no idea that even when they were in their graves that this would

— .
be heralded on the breeze of time. Here was an unselfish leader who lived in the

world, and Jesus defended this woman.

(HHE;EGEE)my gospel is preached, this is going to be a memorial of her.
i =3

If it is the right thing %xm the consecration of our powers - ,

whether we can sing, teach, or preach, or makq&@gggy and § consecrate our weXaxk
Ss—Z /==y . =2

wealth, or to be faithful and loyal in our pew every Lord's day. Whatever our powers

may be, these k may become a memorial.
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We are to give God our‘_b_e;s-t. ‘ faltered not in giving God
his best, and God blessed him for it. ( Moség gave his best. And there are

blessings on every hand for us.
There are loyal hearts, there are spirits brave,
There are souls that are pure and true.
Then give to the world the best that you have,
And the best will come back to you.
Give love, and love to your heart will flow,
A strenath in your utmost need.
Heve faith, and a score of hearts will show
Their faith in your word and deed.

For the thing that lasts is Tove. us than thej._ea%rs

is Mary of Bethany who broke thiE_ElEEEEEEE_ng and poured the ointment on the

head of our Lord. And when they have been forgotten, what Mary did shall be

told wherever the gospel is preached. This is the abiding thing. But of these

_—————

love is the greatest.



