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""YOUR SALVATION FROM SIN"

John 1:29

INTRODUCTION:

There is a [small ¢« d in London that has been outstanding for training
of ministers. Year after year, men graduate from its classes and serve churches

in the British Empire. And in nission stations around the world. 1In the entrance

of the hall, of the main building, there ﬁgggg)an honor board recording the names

of former students, who died in active missionary service overseas. You might look
7
at, for example, the West Afrigg list, and search the names. And among the names

you will discover graduated from college, 1872 - died 1874. Graduated from college

1883 - die 1886, And the 1list goes on.

Thosewere the days when malaria took its terrible toll on those who went to
i ==

work in West Africa. IlMen called to the mission field knew very well - they might

last 2, 5, or perhaps 10 years. Why did they not continue the work there.
‘answer) lies in our text tod

2 W o
thez go? Well, th &

the knowledge of Christ and the grace of God - that these peop}gmygggwkost and

- they needed to be apart from
-

without hope. So they went to preach, to these men.

That belief_is_ found throughout the es of the New Testament. It is

S::

exXpress in a multitude of ways. DBut the message is always the same,
§P__§3§§ ctitude ot ¥ g y

i
ord to Joseph before Jesus birth was ~- and [she shall bring

forth a son. And call his name Jesus for he shall save his people from their
e e e s T 0 22T e e 5 3 £ £ st - S S
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jgas this - as manz as_received him, to

them gave he power to become the gggg_gimﬁgd_even to them that believed on

sins. Matt. 1:21. The word of@fﬁ

i]
his name. John 1:12,

1\
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q
¥iad the same word when he spoke to the Sanhedrin. Heither is
e e

their salvation in any other, there is none other name unto Heaven given

arvat Iy
among men whereby we must be saved. Acts 4:12.

So the(writers of _hgmﬂgmmlgggégggg(:::lgggggland they spoke of h%gggg;&
and his message as being one g;gg - salvation and: redemption were to be offered

and given in response to God's grace.

- .
In that light,ééé;)the Gospel began with the great announceggg;. Matt,

- . - /"\\
It was announced by the angel. That God is with us, The wopgézfmanu%;) Luke,

the Heavenly Hosts proclaim the coming of one as a Saviour ~ Christ the Lord.

8 e et e

An ~in the wilderness 1akes=theygame announcement., 7
» —_ “/4 ¥ ST 5

§] now_Joh Juho is baptizing

N

Hone/ of the Gospels are comcerned about the cappenter of Hazareth as such.
k”’ﬁzﬁ P ' "*%g%@wéf

Hone of them deal very much with him as just a mapn. But they serve notice to us
m———v—"«uiy'

that he is the ho;y one of God.

'JohnuthSmBa'ti“,;W:A,ﬂgér'f the l%i; of the 0ld Testament prophgﬁg. He was

the fiéﬁ% New Testament preacher. And one day as he stood on the bapks of the

River Jordan, he pointed to Jesus and he said this behold, the lamb of God
e i T (:;;, T

which takes away the sin of the world,

of that sermon, that was given. But on the

followed Jesus. Thus, identifying John, and Jesus. He boldly declared Jesus'
eternal greatness — that he was no ordinary human being. V. 35-37, That he is

behold the lamb of God. Which takes away the sin of the world. Jesus mission was
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toégga:ﬁg;h_mankfgﬂ. The dggggg&_ggggxﬂof man's heart. Ne accomplished that -

what(ﬁﬁane else could accomplish, by bearing awaygg}p. The Lamb of God, who is

~ s e

the Son of God, was himself the perfect sacrifice for sin.

Wow, it has(beeﬁﬂaboué;ZIéggwééégg?that separate us from John the Baptist.

But, the basic issue of life - ant%ﬂﬁﬁﬁ the same . Like people in that day, we

need food, clothes, and shelter. And we need the(gé%é%&asic inner needs in the

human heart. Like the people of John's day who have wandered away from God.

ﬁégqged to listen to what he had to say. He said about(ghre things that day.
_ & .55

By the River Jordan. When he mentioned the wordjﬁigé} lie said something about

} o

man's condition. And then, when he mentioned the Lamh/of God - he mentioned
e s B -

2o
something about God's action. And then when he says, taketh awa e mentioned
e e .,........_zm

something about God's agent.

JLIANTS CONDITION

There is no doubt when he said - that there were in the world. lie

had reference to_ the humap hegxrt and condition. Now this is true in the 0ld
- —— =

@_of men burdened with sin. And
4

it has(?gg)chan ed from ené;ation to generagion. The Egyptians, the Philistines
0t ged genezation generafic gyptians, L1s ,

Testament - in book

the Persians - now all of these including the emperor of Rome were enemies of
. e

Israel from time to time. All the ages sin is the abiding problem. Both in the

personal relations and in national life.

v /7
ialy, Seek ye the Lord

This is mentioned in the book of Psalms. And inf

wvhile he may be found. Let the wicked forsake his way. And the unrighteous
e I - - o .

man his thoughts and let him return unto the Lord, TFor he will have mercy upon
s PRSI e '4 e
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him and will abunda don,e®lsaiah 55:6-7. In Isa@ time and time again

7

s - / .
you realize the condition of man. ‘éurely, he hath born our griefs and carried our

sorrows, Yet, we did esteem him stricken and smitten of God, and afflicted. But

he was wounded for our transgressions and bruised for our iniquities. The chastisement

e —

of our peace was upon him. And with his stripes we are healed. All we like shee
peate Ten oS SLEPED. e _tike sheep

have gone astray. We have turned everyone to his own way - and the Lord hath layed

upon him the iniquity of us ii£:> V. 4-6.

In the(fiééE)chapters of the New Testament--maglf_ggggl;ipn is also portrayed

that in the teachings of Jesus - he stressed the importamce that there were things

in the human heart that were sinful. Thﬁ‘b

circumstances and he did not like the atmosphere of a goed/ﬁome. And later, he

Friends. And the misfortune of(é/;;;;;;j>

4 \\»,.
that had hit him and finally took him dgfm. But in thgﬁturgigg,ﬂgini of that
s > dsn . -

y 1
ﬁ have sinnejt) Man's condition.

blamed the disloyalty of his fair-weather /

A

story, which you all know, he declaredg-

R,

In one of the early healing miracles, Jesus searching for the root of the

paralyzed man's condition, it was(égi)physical. But it Was(morégb Thus he spoke
SRR Al e S e e :

the words that would release that man in Luke 5:20. Thy sins are forgiven thee.

What is the {

to save us from f_g%:lﬁ

worry., Not to deliver us from the tensi of life. Hot to lift us out of the
‘,—:};}/w’ &
frustration of living. Well, he does all of that. But, the first thing - he

came to save us from our(sins. Man's condition.

et

ross, you recognize

Look at<;;;;;:§gaxh, When you look at him at the ¢

U
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that there is(nojway we can reverse %t. You look back bn the past w in your

life that has just passed. 1In it, everyone of us can remember something that was

( wron%u or that wag hurtful:)and we can remember somecféigzzgagﬁipxﬁhat was marred,
. [ > y - B —

Lveryone of us can recall some barrier that was erected. We cannot undo any of

that, We cannot make it as though it had not happened.

The word can we take this word back that we have spoken. It cannot be unspoken

and resaid. If I am sorry enough ~ I can make restitution. 3Bu

U,

cannot EEE sin r:i_ghti .forglveness can mend a broken relationship. And if

I am the wrong doer — then that forgiveness isn't mine to give. And forgiveness

is always costly. So a deep part of my difficulty is what I have done, this past

week, And it has become a part of me.

es - God does. And John announces this in his

message. we Jcannot handle. He takes away the sins of

the world.

So the(éé::;;)experleqce shared by map the world over, and the common
7 A

experience which was transferred to animals and sacrifices, for example here is

. o . . .
a man found that he could put a weight onto(ézéééggand make it his carrier. Or

L

he found that he could tame éi\ggiggi“and make it bear his burden. Or he

discovered that he could(éE;;;Ii another human being to carry that which he had

not desire to carry himself. It was a short step from this common experience
to believe that weights of other kinds could be transferred in like fashion.

I1f the proper substitute could be found, mankind could transfer.

So man longed for someone and something to carry his inner burden for him.
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And this longing stands in his heart. And then the Messiah, the son of God,

came in the®

and fulfilled the servant's task of bearing the

burdens of many. e carried their burdens of guilt and sin. Of anxiety and
e T S hod g

infirmity. He carried the cross and layed it upon his shoulder by their

indifference. And he carried the great burden of this world.

Sy in 1906; Landg%%£=é£%rew§ took a verse from {gaiab--53)
he had layed upon his shoulders the iniquity of us alllg Ordinary things, he

t 4
cormented, We carry in our arms - or lift at armg end. It must be very heavy

if we muEE~EE£~%E§%é§%§§ and all to it.

But Jesus says,<come you, that are heavy laden and I will r

[

by loading myself.s I will take it from your necks and lay it on mine.

ERWJ@é;€;;>takes away the sin of the world defies our understanding.

That he does take it away is certain,

. : . TN o
Look at our world - sins once accepted as inevitable. Other (sins/which
Xt
usEé”ES_Eigifﬁggggég_gg_gkg%gy are now regarded as a break-in from the lower

world. And a life grows and spreads.

Look at believers - we are frail and stumbling - but we know that Christ

has broken the power of sin in our lives. There are multitudes who have
shaken off unworthiness. That used to beset them - because Jesus lived and

died. They have risen above. And became as an entrenched part of their lives.



-8—

They have a peace of conscience now - they did not know that before they came
to Calvary. They %EE_EEEEQI’ they are cleaner, they are stronger - because
I ....——-—M e e et

Christ has come., And what a difference this world would be.
Tist tas cote

LS

There is a pattern of the Celtic cross with its variation on the theme
of the cross and a circle. The cross is layed on top of the circle - with
its arms reaching out beyond the circle itself. Let that be a symbol of
the vicious circle of sin. And literally crossed out. The cross on Calvary
declares to the world that God takes sin very seriously. And that he will
stop at nothing. And John's words take us back to God's action. Behold, he

says, the Lamb of God which takes away. God takes it away. God is in action.

He boggijggaigiga_and carried

the iniquity of man. Now, the early Christians did not ask how it had been

possible to carry the burdens of others. They knew that their@i;;Zguilt had been

a weight too heavy to carry. They knew that they could not remove it themselves.

They knew of no earthly power, or system, or right that would bring them relief.
Put God himself had sent his servant to take the load and carry the weight., There
was a Lamb of God. Who in ways, impossible to explain, had taken mankind's

unjustified rebellion.

6§£;§>was John thinking ahout. What was in his mind when he used that
Z

é,f)’?itle. Perhaps he was thinking about the fassover .mb:backrinwﬂg_“t - and the

bondage of Israel. You recall that event - 13:E££§§§>— the lamb was slain.



And the blood protected the houses of Israel on the night when they left
Egypt. It was the that delivered them from death and from destruction.

And perhaps, this was the thing that he was thinking about.

3-

\EX. 29:38~ 4%/ And(s\_)long as the temple s;ood - this dil’;xﬂ,acrlflce was

offered. Only this can deliver you from sin.

{Anothe} th:Ln0 John might have had in mind was the}

had preached on this - such as Isaiah and Jeremiali. They had pictured the lan"b
- grired

e

- both of these men had undergone suffering and saczifice. And they dreamed

:q .. f
that one day that a lamb would come. In fact, Isaiah said —/IM

lau to the slaugnter in 33 7. "

familiar to the Jew but strange to us., Petween)the 01d and the New Te nent
L P ) ¢ B

there were days of w‘ﬂhim e

tried to get Israel's freedom. And in those_gdayes _lamb_spespecially the

Ml‘ the great conqugrdr.

——

horned lamb was The lamb stood for the

conquoring charfpion of God,. Perhaps, John wasn't using a picture of gentle

and 11eliless weakness. Rather, the picture of a conquoring.majesty. And power

- perhaps, he was saying

sin and master it and abolish in W.

1s the champion of God,

@will fight with
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something about our sin. Even down through thsjgéég)of
7

[~ the phrase "the Lamb of God" is usef

o

in that book.

It has become one of the most precious titles for Chxist to sum up his love,
- : . o

sacrifice and suffering, and his triumph.

oes somethin ip - there is a famou; 5"
N - - . \ i

the(fgfpenter oing to the doorway of his workshop,/;n”ihe evening - standing
e " B

e

-
with stretched out arms to take the stiffness elt of them in the evening sunshine.
1€ L1 erte T

poor, cast a shadow. The

unique for each of us. Once and for all - he had something to say about them

- everyone of them.

I
word - behold the lamb of Cod which takes away the sin

Potim—r= g

Here then is

/
of the world./rJesus chose this way with open eyes. As a deliberate act.

Watch him for example ad4éoén'sEbaptismAggmgggg?n. What Jesus did that day

< K4
was tb:,éi;;;;;ég/himself with the broken, the burdened, the unfortunate. He made
their trouble - his trouble. And their sh§2§.~ his shame. Hgﬁg&g&gﬁggmh%§§elf

with the transgressors. Watch him and the friendship he made. We see him go out

I

and stand with Zifggggus. And with Méizfggggalene, in the world. Quite simply

and directly because he loved them. And he was not ashamed to call them brethren.

Above all, we watch him as the story nears an end., When he éi¢s>at last

——————

~ it is betweeT:Ewo ggievei;> All of his life he has be%gzgiémgg_giggg%g. And in
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his death, he is not divided from them. It was his chosen place.

Faith's testimony is this. He loved me and gave himself for me. Now

this salvation - is a great salvation - one at great cost.

Hindrex has a moraliti pla§)that has a(gg;;g of Christ and Satan locked.
s e g = b4

in struggle. The Christ places his right elbow on the E@%;e, and sets the

challenge for a contest, and Satan smiles as he removes his coat - rolls up
——— e NS—————

his sleeves. Christ, dressed in his white - looks neither strong enough nor

strewd enoughs. But as the struggle begins, Christ says, we have loved you

yvou with an everlasting %Sgg. And the third time, and again and again. Fach

time with new emotion. The declaration is sounded. We have loved you with an

everlasting love. Finally, Satan's arm is put on the table. e ug;gxﬁma,sctfgun

and falls back from his chair. He is defeated.
e ___‘—-‘7‘ e RmeSAS

Fow this is the word of John - behold the lamb of God which taketh away the

e A SR e

sin of the world. God's agent.
I

There is §&

Jabout Maxy - Jesus' mother, on her wa

With the beloved Disciple. When they reached the heights where they could see
Jerusalem at a distance, the gggggnggggggd - it was early morning. And the sun
was up over the Holy City. Tar away, there was the gold and the bronze, the

temple gates gleaming on the hill Moriah - and they both gazed at the city.

Thef; 1 1ispokemewwﬁ ] he said i‘se

. } o . | 7 ey
do you see Jochaman asked Miriam. (I ee what i saw in the desert. DBut it 1is
P g%:;;;;;éaﬁiéﬁéa - 4




undgserved, eternal, stuppin ing of God's love. Grace is something

not a burning bush. ) e mountains on earth strain toward

Mt. Moriah - but Mt. Moriah soars above all. (;:)it stands the house of Egd.

And there is the dome and the firey altar. And the gtome of Morialh. And on

the altar, God's sacrifice. And it burps with fi;e. And it is not consumed,

Miriam was pale —§

unconsymed in perpet fire,
pe

—

Now G;Eg;:}heir imagination, may not be exactly like the Bible pictures,

but toQ;;;EDaway thg_é;;>of the world, is(ﬁ&)}ight and easy task. Sacrifice the
e o 7
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fire of the cross. All of these are symbols. And Christ by the lamb of God.
But out of this - the soul can have victory. Behold, the lamb of God which takes

away the sin of the world. Behold the sin of the world is even your sin.

(Gragy ¢ ,
This is what the(gracg of God is all ahout /ﬁETT;T;;;Dsaid, the

.

e AT

God is the unlimited and the unmerited favor given to the utterly undeserving. {

e,

—~——

wof.God, - reaching d

Jieht have done one of Minstegd of hanging himself.

A Sy . P Y

—

" He might have attempted a rescug on the way to Calvary. And died at the poinpw

_+aLyar
of a Roman_ sphare.

z He might have invested his money and gained some more money. From that night




of betrayal.

alc

_ 7 Thixd, 118W‘§9;~w- and

there at the cross, mercy was waiting. Somehow ,(_.

1 Jesus to_forgive him, And

Jegus and begged for mercy, and forgivepess. Then we would have had an eternal,

abound. Crace to cover all of my sin. Let the healing streams abound. Make and
keep me pure within, thou of 1life the fountain art. Freely let me take of Thee,

Spring thou up within my heart. Rise to all eternity.

\
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