'y

open them without any noise. It is a comfort oxborakiomx
Christ's disciples when their solemn assemblies ere reduced
© to privacy that ng doors cen shut out Christ's presence from

them,, }W of closed docrs.

of all that fami " be voptt,

pecular and appropriate at this moment. Fear of being mislead

There was first

It wes

in so vital a matter would have been tragedy. 1% was a_word
never to be forgotten full of love and authority, a word from
heaven as truly as from earth., He meant %o say as much as
"All geod be to you, all pesce, alkeys by all means."
W for their lagacy in
John 1§:27, By the des theltestator) thh bestenent was
become of forge and He was now risen from the dead to prove the
will and to be Himself the executor, jccordingly le here makes

prompt payment of the lagacy, "Peace by unto you," His speakin

peace makes peace, oreait@s the fruit 6f the lips of Jesus.

Wpﬂce in your owg ggnsgignae, pesce with one

another; all this peace be unto you. Not pezce with the world

fiis sudden appgaraces DLoOODASEOXE in
the midst of them when they were full of doubb concerning

but peasce in Christ,

Him full of fear corcerning themselves, could net but put Bim

into some disorder and consternation. In the second

place He bid them a clear manifestation of Himse_g_mz

Now we come to sec the method that He took to convimee them

| v
that do Not Deter the iasber
gore John 20:19=23

INTRODUGTION: The infallable proof of Christla resurrectioh,

was His showing Himself alive, Acts 1:3. His first appearande

to the disciples od the day on which He arose, lie had sent
them tiding of His ressurection by Custy and

messengers, He came Himself and gave them all the assurances
they could desire of the truth of it that they might not
have it by heresay only but by eyewlitness accoubs

The sadness of the lasb. thres days had trought ghoom
which Bad settled over the whole company of the disciples

and we consider how they bad parted from the dark night

on Gethesemane in confusion and everyone perhaps was thinking

of His owm safety. I. The/first of the week

_M:_ Tt was the same day that He arcse being the first
day of the week, the day after the Jewish Sapbath at a
private mecting of the disciples and at the very outset
we would like to point out that Jesus honcred the solemn
agsemblies of His disciples on that Lord's day.

Here is Wo&um by the disciples

and owned by our Lord Jesus, The visit Chrait made to

His disciples on the first day of the week and the first
day of the week is I think the only day of the week or the
wonth or the year that i mever mentioned by mmber in all

the Hew Testament and this is spoken of sevaral times, that
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Christ arose on the first day of the week in verse 1 and

then in verse 19 He appeared the same day and evening yet
to put the honor upon the day it is xepeatec being the first

day. of the week not that the apostles designated and put the
honor upon the day but God designed to put honer upen My it
by ordering it that they should be together to receivex
Christ's first visit on that day.

By that day John points with emphasis ioday of Christ's
regmgct:l.on? It was a day of days to those who had truly
helieved in Jesus, 1t was late in the evaning or the day
was far spent tlat He came to visit with them,

Here is a Chriskian assembly.gelemgized Wy the disciples

and also owned by the Lord Jesus. Other of tha disciples

met here for soms religious exercise perhaps %o pcr" tohother

perhaps they met to compare notes and consider whether thoy
had sufficience of their Master's reswrrection or maybe

they were here to consult asto what was tobe done whether

thay should keep together now or whether they should shatter.

They met to know one another's mdnds and to strengthen one
another !'s hands and heart.

This meeting was private because they dera not appear
publicly £ especially in & body. Theyé_e_j_zm)but

thyy kept the deors shut that they might not be seen together

and that none might came among them but such as they koew

3

for they fgared the Jews that would persecute the disciples as
criminals that they might seem to believe the lie thap they
would go forth and decleve the world so concerning the story
thet was put cut that ‘the disciples came by night and stole
His body awaye The disciples ‘of Christ even in dificult times
mus«imt ‘m:;‘ ,tho asgembling of themselves together, Hebrews
10:25.. We lnow that they must come together and it was ab
new thing for the asseémbling of '(_Jhriat'a disciples to come
tegebher because they had been forced into the wilderness ,
Revelation 12:1l;, Froverbs 18:12,

WW enter into their
chambers and shut their dom as here for fear of the Jews,
Persecution is alloted bhem and retirement fram persecution

is allewed because we read-back in t'e ages past that Christians

were living in dens and caves in the earth, IX. VWhst
| TT——isk
took in this meeting of the ciples, Mow what was

said and dane on this visitx of Christ as He made His entrance
Jesus came among them in His own likeness and it seems’ that
Christ came as a performance of His promise that where (Gmm.

or_tlree are gathared together)in His name Fe will be in the

midst of them,

He came though the'mw This does not at

all weaken t e evidence of His having a real human bedy after
His resurrection, Though the doors were shub He lnew how to
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He h_ggé pover to sem&@oqual to that which the
father had sent Hym. Ly the same authorisy and the same Father
Be says I send you to do this work, The camission of Peger
and mw the plain word of Christ are as good as these of
Isgish and Ezgidlal, Mok by the Loxd sitting on His throne,
nay equal with that which was given to the mediator Himself

for Hls work, Now ia the next place we ”M
Yhem that He had comimsion, vergg 22, The sign He used

to assure tham of and aff-ct them with the gift was now about

to bestow upon. He brgathed.on them,

Not only to show them but thk4 breathe of life that He

himself was xmaiiwmd really alive but it signified to them
the spiritual life and power which they should receive frem

Hi.m for all the services that lay before Ehay, Though Thomas
was not with them yet the Spirit of the Lord knew where te find

Him. .
Christ here seems to m{er to -tm ém% }1‘ man at

first by the breathing of the breathe of life into Him,

.qe-ﬂﬂi’ glz and %o intimate that He Himself was the auther of
that work and that the spiritual life and astrength administers

to Chbistians are derived from Him, as mueh as the natural of
Adam_and his seed so the breath of the Aluighiy gave life to
man and Began the whole world so the breath of the Mighty
Saviour gave life to His ministry and set forth the bogi.;mi.ng

5
cf the truth of the ressurection, they now saw Hinm alive whom

sultitudes had seen dead tgo or tiree days Lefore.

et ooz ol she wounighnd the vory doep maris

though without any pain or soreness remained in the body of
the Lord Jesus even after H.s resurrection that they might be
demensteations of the truth ofit, He assended with them and
appeared in the midst of tie the throne a Lamb as it had been
slain and bleeding fresh, Revelation 5:6, That they may look

on Him whom they pierced,
These marke He showed to Eis disciples for their convie-

tion. MW&@ The satisfaction of

hearing Him speak with the same ypicg. The satisfaction of
witnessing the same jgatures with His eyes and hands but they
had the further evidence of these peculgr markse He opened
His hands to them that they might see the maris of ﬂfe wouhds ,
the exalted Redeemer will ever show Himself openhanded and
openhearted to all His faithful n'ignds and followers, Her:

is love 6 belivers by the comforts of the Holy Spirdt. through
them because He liwes they shall live also then He shows them

His hands and His side.

TW@MMch of doubt)hhat He was
< 4

with them alive in the very body that He had been nailed to

the cross and pierged with the soldiers! spears
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This impression that was made upon them was good, They
ware convineed that they saw the Lord so was thedlk faith
confirmed. At first nc dobbt, thoy had doubts and afterwards

they find that this grace was real and substantiale They asked
not, is it the Lerd.

<Thez wape gd.> Thoywere streng-
thened with faith raised with' joy, beliving they rejoiced,

John seems to write here then then, were the disciples glad

when t.hez gsaw t he Lord but i% seems that He writes as the

spirit o%@ﬂ;i\whon he heard the good news that
J oseph was yét alive, How would it revive the heart of the
disciples to hear that Jesus is alive again, #hy are you
trouble~hearted? Why are you disturbed?

This we see mamgw tears frow their eyes,

in Him and our joy will n;ver be b&feot till e come to where
we shall see Him as He is, Then in the &lird place

we see that le gives ﬂ:g‘a comhsionk verse 21, Feace

be unte you. This was intended to either raise their attention

to the comnission or Yo scothé their fears that they might

calmdy attend to the proofs of the resurrcction to encourage
them to accept the commission He was giving them. Though it

would invelve thém in a great deal of trouble, yet He désigned

7
their henor and canford in it and in the issue 1% would be

~ peach to them, Uideon receiving his commission with the words,

nPesce be unto you," Judges $:22-23. Christ is our peace,
Christ pemx was now sending the disciples %o putlish pesce
to the world as in Isaiah, He here not only confires it upon
them for their own satisfaction but comitis it o them as a
trust,

Wer see that the commisgicn*here itself is, it is ngt

anmwmﬁmmﬁ&

has sent me even so send T you. It is easy to inderstamd how

Christ sent them. le pointel them to go on witl His work

upon earth, spreacing of the gospel, the sebiing up of His

He sent them authorized them wit! dévine One armed

with the devime power as agbagsodors of peace te proclaim ite
Hence they were calle d apostles, sent ones,

2ut how w@mm;m@s nct
so easily understood, Certainly their cawrissicn and powers

were infipitely infexior.to His but first we sec that their
work was of the same kind with His and they were to go on

whereHg had left off, They were ngh sent to be pilesty and
kingselike Him but W as He was sent to bear witness
of the truth, they were sent to be mediators of the roconcila-
tion bl;: only preachers and puklishers of it, They were sent
not toxascbdaondncbcedm be ministered to but Lo minister.

kingdom,
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might have Bhd in mind, v sound doctrin

commissioned o sell the world that sslvation is %o be had upon

gospel terns. @oaudy-a-stvick.disoiplane sppling the general
rele of the gospel to particularg person SEW.

Thésm scripture is taking literslly by a Bible school

student would Boxwload one to believe that thay were to be

Judges of mon's hearts and judges of the kingdom of Uod with

s_power to_forgive or to condean with infalla le judgnent and

Like Ananias and

wisdom all who might appear before them,

that unwor members were s
Not withstanding the presence of apostles,
Alford

s given us this interpretation, He says that .

with the gift and peal it comes
the convicticn and therefare thw righteousness

and judgement, This knowledge beocmes mare perfect the more |

men are filled with the Holy Ghost.

_Since this is so they are preiminantly filled with
His presence and are preiminantly gifted with the discernment

of sin and repentence in other people. @he apostles had this ‘

inuxupl:t:w a special manner and by the full endwelling of

the Spirit were engble d to‘dLaoern the hearts of w tio

givem sentence on the discermment. See Acts 5:1-11, Acts 8:21

of a new world, Job 33:L.

he/Gaikhids e bes VT Christ, proceoding from the

Son. The Spirit in the 0ld Testament is cemparsd to breath

in @oo}d.al 21;23 w. Butin the Hew Testament tells
us that it is Christ's bresth, the breséth of Cod is put for the
power of His wrath in Isaiah 11:l but the death of Christ

signifies the powerof His grage, the breathling and the threaten-

ing has changed into the breathing of love, That the

(Gptrts 1o e gulp)

Holy Ghost by the laying on of hands,

c¢f Christ the apostles commicated the
Those hands being first
lifted up in prayer but Christ confired the Holy Ghost by
breathing for He is the author of the gift and from Him it

comes originally.
We kiow that vexry

they were to receive
the s He came down at Pentecost.

Fow that Jsus began to be glorified more of the Spirit began
to be given, Christ hereby gives them assurance of this
Spirit's afif in the future work., I send you &nd you shall
have the spirit to go along with you. Now the spirit of Cod
resbdd upon them to qualify them for all the services that

lay before them,

He hereby gives them experience of the Bpirit influence
in their present case, FEe has shown them His hands and His

side to convimee them of the truth of His resmrroction.
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Therefore they would receive the Holy Spirit as a work of faith
in them and He was to open their understanding Shgy knew that
they were ip danger by the Jews ‘put their spirit was to give

courage and indl : 1 evers receive

Holy Ghost, What Christ gives, we mu:t receive, We must

submit ourselve: and our whole souls to the quickening sacti-

fing influence of the blessed Spirit, Those who would thus

obey each word and every peecept shall have the benefit of
it as a promise, They shall receive the Holy Chost as the
Guide of their wagy and the sarnest of their inhabitance.

{or. James Allen bes helped us in the understsding

of God the Father, the Son, and the Spirit, All é’.erol is of

God is in the Fatier, mmmm_nw
FESOAPS=Sperpoup et~
tieSen. L1 toat vas ver(gedlof God ig dn.the licly Spixite

What the statement says is the Father,is God, ¥he Son in God

revealed, the Spiril is God in the act of revedding.
Bblpe us, This I believe we do well to think of the Joly

Spirit even around Chrigtmas time and the New Yeare. He has
a large place in human history and we should understand His

ministery and His activity, for we should remember that the

Holy Spirit is spoken of as comi ia

e power of
the Highest to overshadow her and that which was %o be born

of her was to be from (od.
liges the fact that the Holy Spirit was tobe impabted to them

S0 let me repeat again this sembs

11

by Him Just as the giving of life ho man a%t first represented

oy the actm gf God waen Hg breathed into s icaluilgekhfubisalh.

of 1ife x:omk in Genesis 2:7.

imen we consider all ‘W
it is dificult for us to consider everything becsuse in a
moment we want to come back to the fact that Jesus came in
thoughk the doors wero shut but this last congideration here
we must nd’f’. pass Ofe :

I@ we see a particular powsr it secms atlached

to this comrission whosbever sins you renit in the due mpaims-
:tli'eioo'ﬁtion of the @iu's you‘cé emtrusted with they were

remitted unbo them #nd whosoever's are not pardoned, are retaine

i ' werfPatarlatruck Anantas and Sapohiwa

and infallability of judgment to any man or campeny of men in

t e world but ih encourgges the faithful steward of the mysterie
of Uod to sband to the gospel. They were sent %o preach for

thatGod Himself will stand to it, The appoctles in preachihg

remission must begin at Jeruselem though lately Iis blood has
beed shed there,
Very simply now you could take this seripturc here which

could involvi & and also of research

| and’ AIVI.]'] T 5 S ) o SR N ; ! ¢



16
and s$ill wondering and doubting with fear in their hearts
at just what is going to take place. We see young people and
strong yqung men ebbing away and we watche the m“xd
the grag haie and the stopped shoulders and wm..m,

all of these things are failing their interest and many things
but it ought to be a pleasant thing to contemplate old age.

This is no ground for hopelessness,

These doura are.mo.barerien.

13
Aots 1319
It should be repeated that in prepostion as any disciple
shall have been filled w t the Holy Spi{i‘b of ddsdom that the

= me s =

practive of giving ax positive decision as to the Spiritual

state of individuzls was infrequent with the apostles.

oven viiaman Catholigors estioed hatally cisckained

a knowdedge of human hearts tiey really do little more than

to Jesus, to the Master. I've seen numbers of those who have

been cheorful because Jesus was present,

gshuts but also the dgg@

sometimes comes in upon us and there is the Lk phase that dis

found in history of every human.femidy.regardiess of rank or

wealth and he died, In the scriptures sometimes we find a

while chapter devoted to the giving of the family tree of a
certain man and almost every other sentence and he died is
repeated. Yes, we live in a universe of death, leath is

such an w Ve dis but n‘die a;m; Think for a |

moment of life, First of all it is birxth, there are persons

on hand whe think of that great occasien,
to w s and there are a few people who gather but when:

we come to death bhat door swings shut and then we face

, . L7 Ko Brghe.
s, Wl o ey Il ST R

e o Alera,
not ur

MR R i et @W g
.q‘d“:’l as /tﬁi'.’ng m_uloeg wh::x mmwd o us\ in

e come to o

solemnly declare. iie conditions . of.pardon and th. certaintu

of judgement if those conditions are not fulfilled,

<Chafflsaiq, "ie do no aeferre
thase words to sny fomal, Judialal gotion of Whe claciples
z@ﬁat then did He tefor?> To the work of Ui disciples
as if 0 1r:i glare without
conditions ol forgiveness,or condemnation under the relgh
of Chrsit,

<l£on ware to learn

terms of 1life and d&. What our Lord here commitbs to

their lips that heaven-appointed

Kis disciples, to His chmmch is the right of authority to
declare in His namo that there is forgiveness for man's sin
and on what conditions he will forgive His,

9o beRoved, we are sent gzle sent tho di.scigleaZi__nto
- i

this world with the | \ 8
o 2

well as to g

the confession of s 2 IsN't

it simply marvelous What took place in that roan where the
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door was shutl Here on the Christian sabtath ohserved w the

disciples, the first dgy of the wo&én di.aciplea) were present
one had deserted and one was absent,
g_‘..’_'—ﬁ

It was a time of stom
which indicated that in such a time the disciples of Jesus must

not Sorsake the assembling of themselves together, They were |

thinking about their own safety. . '

The closed door, Ho deubt they t:‘elt securs in this closed|

room but in spite of this closed door the Mastor stands in the
midst, : :

This was a &bortling fact,) he elosed door did not
deter or prevent or "nder ok stop.or keep out the Master,
It was miraculpus how He entered, \ie mst remember that it is

b A .
the saem Jesus wiho refused to give a sign to t e scribe and the

pharisees who refused to Jmxx yeild to the suggestions of Satan

in the wilderness and yet He just comes into the roon{ where the

i —a e

windowa and doors are c¢losed,

Did you ever stop to think o % kinds

°£Wﬁpm us and that do not deter

or hinder the Master, Let me mention a few of those in closing |

tonight that do not shut Him out. Thyy would have been dnly t

o _glad Lo open the door for Jesus to let Hiwm in, in fact then'i

xxx whole thought atthat time was upon Jasus,

The door was not |

cloned.upoa-iia. that might, w riends, beosuse tigy ynted to |

'l
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shut Jesus out, “ut tonight there are lobs of doors closed
that ought to be open and they ought %o let Jesus come in.
lic doubt the Devil

there of trouble.

made this dogxe Were you ever on the ingide whan this awful

- door swung shut, possitle there was sickness or & child had

gone - wrong of somet dng had been stirred up there had been
unfaithfulaess or the Wm we imagine
all the troublgs that that dreadful door holds when it closes

upon us bub that door was never made too strong for Jesus, He

entered the door behind the troubles of IW
#ihen the deoors on the WMWN looked and

everything was secured Jeams came and even the windowax were

o scme.ines closed

upon peeple whon they have ngge to }Let along on and yet we

know that that door does not déter Jesus. Thew

found Jesus right in the midst of His blindness and his

officor gt wodka [Y1oses

upon some people and t ey just_lockwesus out bul others my

broken asunder. The second

night and he #as healed, Third,

friends let Him come in, Xany think that Jesus cannot get
thoough this door but this is no hindrance to Him, when it

is used for His purpose,

There is also another door o

age. Tim_md we { ear this door cloesing upon us,

People fight to keep it open. \ex see people 10 xears old
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the tomb, TYes, He came from behind the curtain of death.

gtmu that He saw Jesus on the right hand of the

Throne seated in Glory and even this door does not shut out

the Master but He comes in. However,

fone door that rgjthe Master, that is the human

You om 1ook the do

to your heart and unless you
?ﬁo Him in, He will not enter. He will not come as He
visited t e duwmm. Behold, I stand at
the door and knock, and that is the human heart, He merely
stands outsikde and knocks and pleads for an entrance. I want
Him with me behind the closed door of death, dan't you?



