Several methods of securing fish are resorted to

at the present day along the seashare of Galilee., In ' '

some parts of the old world, they Ww ,
poiscning the g;,;h with some type of juice, taken from
plants, o of

Wiﬂi hook}aom fishing is done with hooks and

. dines, hare on poles when fishing from the shore, or
from' the back of boat, or when trowling in the deep sea.

Matthew 17:27

mw as mentioned in Job hf:7, perhaps

refers to an instrument like a barbed spear, stdll used

along the Cyprian coast. It is used at uight by torchlight,

is they spear the fish in shallow water, : S
nholtgggg sl th m;qu & most familiar Bible story
o Today most of the. fishing is dene in the
same waye These nets were homengde, and the families
tock part in mendi

and r the 0ld ones during

storay days. The nets; as I have mentioned before, were
used in three ways, There m f '
three ways, was first)of all a circular

net, with small mesh and lead-around the . edge, It was

cast from the shorg into shallow water in this manner,
The cone like shape is formed, which encloses such fish

8. .goING FISHING
© John 21:1-13
Introduction

We find that it is often mentioned in the 01d

_Tostament, and in the New Testament and that particular
kinds of fish are named, In. leviticus 11:9-12, Dout.eronow
1h:9, we read, ﬂ\mmmmw@
water, is declared clesn by law that has not fins and

This e&;udei not only reg:biles?

and amphibians, but alsc among fishes, eels, sharks, rays

and so' forth, g

No fish can live in the !dud ag_;_) and mary periah

through being carried down by the swift currents of tha
Jorden and other au-ems.,

scales are forbidden,"

There are however, several

kinds of small fish which live in salt springs in the

borders of the Dead Sea. Springs which are as salt as

the Dead Sea, but which according to one scheolar lacks
the magnesium chlaoride which 1‘.3 a constituent of the

Dead Sea water and is fatal to fish. This is surprising
in view of the fact that the Dead Sea seems to form an
effective barrier between the fishes of the different

streams flowing into it,



W&nﬂ made.no

use of fish that swarm in the Arnon, and other strona.

But fishing is an mporunyti;_ggm in Gal:l.loo;!.ha

formerly, they used spear h and pets to oatoh tho

. fish t d:Lan t
fish. The fis spear is mentione o hl:?,untle

used, ).lost af the Old Testament rofarenoes b nota ’ have
to do with the taking of birds and/vm: not of

fishes, Habakiuk 1:15

el e
Matthew 13:47, we
{ dragnet, htthew h:l&, "easting

—

a net." The word often used is to throw or to oast.

However, in th

read clearly that this

Luke
5:ly It suggests that. a dragnet is mnt. 'lhe, dragnet,
may be several tmndredjge&.lmg The upper edge is.

bugyed, and the lower edge is weghted. It 13 let down
ﬁ'L boat in a line para to thg__ahgr_g, And is then
pulled in by ropes att.ached to the two ends, Several

men and boys usually pull at aach end, ’l‘ha use of the
requires more sld.ll. It forms a circle of

e —

from Yen bo twenty feet in diemeter, with mumerous small
leaden weights at the c:l.rcun.ferenoe.
s —

It goes to some

di.atanoo, at the same time spreadj.ng out into a wide

eircle, A cord may be attached to the center,

P P

@ often referred Yo and mentioned as a

Gigshornan)ar

distinetfe They are neted for thelr stremious work,

and this rules out weaker workmen, For the fisherman was

axposed o ell Joigdg. of seathar, ‘this ‘made Tim heysdy, ‘and
fearless, They were accustomed to bear with patience,

many t@ying circumstances. They often toiled for hours
without success, and yet were always ready to fXy once.mars,

Such men, when impelled by the same spirit as filled their
ldaster, became 1ndea;1-, fishers of men,
(Fisiymare largely.used-as-foodyjabaidalk 116, An
abundance of fish, meant a general abundance of food,
Specia ments )were worn by these fishermen, It

is described in John 21:7, as a ccat or garment,

In the Bible alsc, we have {fish hoo
Job kl:1, and in Amos ¥%2. In other passages: the wor
hook or angle may be applied to a fishing instrument,

G Qﬁﬂwﬂed to amse thenselves

by fishing from their private fish poels with hooks and
lineas, We read that in the Egyptian momument, there have

been carved hooks, or pictures of fish, Tho hook is still
used in Bible land although not as commonly as nets,




In these simple words of the Bible, it reveals to ‘

us that here was one person who was aowhagv_gm

The fishing that he was going to do was not the kind that

he had been a@utmédto.dohg. In other wards, befors

Jesus called him, he had been accustomed to fishing far

A.living, for a livelihood, and a days work. But now he
is a little bit confused, and if you will recount very

briefly trying days in Jerusalem, Jesus! death and crucifixion
this 1little group had been left alone, seemingly. The
one pgrson that they had trusted and looked tohad suddenly

been taken up away from them through deabhs

C%me said that he knew that the. Bible.was. true,

: R
because it found him, In other words, when he read about

Simon Peter, he said, "I tle is true,
because this is so much lig_mr_m_lu‘_e‘" He was human,
he was rous, he was implusive, He was 5 man both of

faith and of doubt, at the same time.

N——

could stand up and proclaim his faith and yet, in a few

monents he was to go in and deny his Ierd, and yet go

out and wedp bitterly, And so'in the midst of this great
confusion, we come to the place of our story today,

He was a man who

as cannot escape the guick throw of the fishermen.

a long net or seine of one hundred or two
hundred yards, leaded on one adga. It is played out_

from boats in such a way as to surround a school of
_’_—_——A

fish, Long ropes fastened to the two ends are carried
ashore, many yards apart and from five to ten men on each
rope, gradually draw in the net, Then the is

that of deg wa tar f:ishigg, with a net in a similar

fashion, a circle is ‘formed, the men dive dowm and bring

one portion of the weightage into shallow water before
drawing., This is towed to shallow water before drawing

" Therefore the fy_gg_mnmlix_mmmkg_m
loose outer garments of which could quickly be rénoved
by pulling it over the head, when occasion required the

fisherman to jump into the sea,
4nd ‘of course when we think about going fishing we
could not overlook to mention the fact of the great fish,

as described in the \bo Which ceontained the

\
prophet for three days, before he was relessed and put

of/ Jonah

upen land to go and fulfill his mission, Jonah 1:17 says,
"the Lord prepared this fish," '



we read in

The Bible is rich concerning fishing,
in the book of Exodus 7:21, that during one of the plagues
K———-

the fish died in the sea.
e read in the Bible also of ponds and pocls wht.urc

men fished. Isaiah 19:10, Song of Soloman 7:ll

We read of fish beim used aa‘food} liehamiah 52316

And in connection with thisscripture, we read in Nehemiah

313, 12139 concerning thgffish gates,) (me of the gates,
was known as the fish gata.

Therefore, fishing had an important part ; in the life of

the children of Israel, and furnished much of the food’
for them,

We read that Jesus performed one of these great
acles, when he used|five loaves)and two fishes to
feed a great multitude of pooplo; "
17327, .
~ And also in the Bible we find that Jesus ises fishing

a@ﬂ%ﬂmn He speaks of His disciples, as
becoming "fishers of men." That is that they would lend

their interests to fish for men. They had been fishing

Matthew 14117} Mabthew

for fish, but in Matthew L:19, He describes them as being

ana kv

fishers of men,

~ In Matthew 13:L7 He also likens thg&_:gdom of
hﬁvﬁo a net that has been caat into the sea, and

every kind of fish hu been drum out upon the beach,

Then he saya for the good onu to be gathered into the
#eaaﬁ/ The bad ones will be cast away, And so f:l.ehernen
go through their mta and throl out into the sea, those
that are small, an‘d not large enough to send to the

market,

We read that the sign of the spreading of the net
NOGL LD

mri:od the deso'in'tion of Ezekiel 2635,

6?&;‘_»&;,_13; ;%‘ -—Ji. Nl -7y
r . ek & 4‘-'./ Sé“"z""w‘ ﬂ(‘a y)
Pk Be plocu - LT~ & bvra

%4:? 1 / A-J‘ ' %b o S g
Mi%p(f&r there has beo no othar '

t has
beéen given ovex-_'_gg__gggh hr-fetohod atories as has fiahixg

1

sport

I well might spend much tima Just relating some that I
have heard which were a little difficult to bslieve that
such things could live in the water, and be taken out by

man on & pole, But I mst get on with our story. Peter

said, "I go fishing." He litu-any aaid, "I'm going a

fishing," Itm going fum m .




not been perfected, and now in the meantime, rather

than do nothing, they would go 'a fishing., lNot for
recreation, but for business, While they were waiting

they would not be idlé. Another thing, that they might
help to maintain themselves, and not be burdensome in

any way. While their Master was with them, those who'
ministered to Him, were kind to them,

fer. Du_appommneg ? B

Now we come to their disappointment in their

fishing that night, Theycaught no ough it is

probable that they toiled all night, as Luke 5:€ says.

"W@mon over the fish of the sea, he

However, God knows the paths of the 86a," And the mornirg

had come and Jesus stood on the shore,n

—— ———

II. Decisions LMy

This little bapd of diseiples, W
together and Peter was the man who said, "I am going
fishing.," He was back again by the Sea of Galilaog,
Wmm Master, who had once come
there and called him, he had w, and the
baats, and the nots to follow that Naster.. He followed

him &3 tho days passed into weeks, and the_weuks into

months, and perhaps the months into a couple of years

or so, We do not know how long or over what period of

time he followed Jesusy but we know that now he had

followed him until the point that he was hemildared, and
: : '

in a kind of blind trust., He followed Jesus up to
Jerusalem, %o be with him when the kingdom should come,
o ——,

and to sit by him on His throne, when it should be
fulfilled,

; Then . Jesus gathered the twelve
around and talked to them of His dying, rather than of

his reigning, He was bow of the group. He



was tried and cond‘e:mod, and was erucified and put on
& cross, Most of them fled befare the end, They made
their way back to Galilee, It is there that we find them

in this lovely story in John the Gospel. A story which'

is like a thin ve:l.l} between two worlds,

Une sees this little band of disappointed, dis-

allusionod. men, bagk gz” the lakeside onece more, They
were silent and motionles t for to spea

Waiting for the one most likely man of all, to say
something and finally he said it. He simply said, "I'm
oi " And they responded and they said, Wie
are going with you,"
These four words of Peter carry with them an almost

frightening situation)bf bitterness and SOrrow, of regret.

HW, ,wh.i.oh had promised S50 mch, bave gone
So.wrong? How oculd one who had always secemed so sure

of Hi:mself, have been so mistaken about Himself? Could
they ever trust another nan again? Could they ever

trust themselves again?
Probably they th themselves ag?be

Ever lsaving the one thing they knew how to do and do ° roll
and that was fishing on the Sea of Galilee, They ought

I/'

to have known better than to have tul;m a fanatic,

They should have turned a deaf ear. If Peter had in

bim & streak of idealism, he had also some iron in his

veins, Ve charge the e ol s with
sentimentalisme He would go back he kmew

well, to the world in which he could handle hirself and
his affairs, He would now take up his life where he had
dropped i, and try to forget all that had happened in

the meantime, simply by saying, "I am going fish.igg." And

they said, "Wfe are going with you,®

The story goes on, we read that they went forth and
ent immediately. That night they caught

-

nothing, théy wondered had they lost _their knack of fishing?

Bad they forgotten how to fish? Q&E they though)

it wes going to be ~eagy.for them, and that they would

golve all the

They knew not well what to do with themselves s thay
knew however of the trade and that they could go back
to this, Q one) has said that it was rath

in them, for they regained the time, t

They were not yet appointed to preach the resurrection

of Christ, Their commission was in the drawing, and had

e



le

the sight of God, a man might be ever so familisr of
its dangers and miseries, but if he knows of no way

to help then he is helpless indeed, ife must believe

audknowthatthnreiaawandt&_m
1589 real as sin, We must believe it and we must jmow .

that beyond the blood of Chr;st there is no help for

any :I.nd:l.vidull No one, not one is beyond His reach,

There is no remedy, save Christ alone that can reach the
noods of men, e Lusl

WWe must come to@@;t there is not only the

fis
hing work. We rm that James, John, and Andrew

toiled with h.'un at theﬂ,_ They fiahed they worked
vy ’
and as Jeaus said, "I will

ou _ﬁ.shar men, " we
mst come to recognige thgt we mst be under the guidance
of the Holy Spirit if we are to have power,

For many.
reasons we mzst not fail to go out and Tescue this dying
world,

Vie hnve ufficient motives then all that is lef't

of nece
saiw is for us to go. Who can look at a suffering

dying warld and. not be moved by Pity? Viho can look upon

it and know the remedy and withhold that rewedy from lost

-

0.

/3

How disappointed, Peter had said, "I am go_i_g

fishing.", and this had seemed to be thelansusr. t0..

their needs,z But it had not met thrair needs, Dear

m.ndq@r have to but think of two or three things
.

sbout us, If you will think back téorm War I:bwo read

of the history and how everyocne thought that everything

was going to work  out, The president of one of the great

colleges of our country, said that he was a moral and

spiritual tradgy of Vorld Wer I. That he fought through

that war only to be a failure, It failed to achieve

——

what it had.premised, It embittered his whole life. He

had gbne on doing his work, but had never really dared
to give himself to the cause of Christ,

If we will think bag we will discover

that people today are de for the first

time in our lives we come to realize that there is depression
all around the world., The world hews fails to bring to

us the peace that men have ed their blood to make
secure. Mell wys dt.werthwhile? fas it worth the sake
of the future? There is no doubt at this s that it is
diuppoin%. e Americans are in material things md
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we are far better off than the people around us, Whether
or not we are better off spiritually and moml.],y' u another
thing, But when we think of the disappointmen}‘,s s and
the delay, and the decﬂ in t;hg world, we cannot ?ulp
but feel with these disciples, who said, "ile are going
: —_— e

fishing," and they fished all night and caught nothing,
the great disappointment that was th_eira.

I might pause here to insert pbat. our attempt to

go fishing ﬂEot the aﬁlo aolutionk our Be:raoﬁ%

problems, e may think that it is, We may remember that

those fishermen of M fished al'l.l night and caught
not.hin;. We think the waters of bitterness zbout us s
that no eivilization can succeed in the way that
civilizations are tx.'aveling today. We need something

to inspire us, to recall us, to re@pem us, Ne need some-

thing more than just a fishing trip, but we néed something

that will prove the a % : 3 |
\ ’ . { ‘e E '9
Mmmmgue Just a woard concerning

what Jesus said) "If we w% d follow H&l He would ggb

us fiahecrs of men," And we should get thd fundame
of the type of fishing that Jesus would have us te do,
—7—:"—-—\ .

S
L\.
=1

We must first come to realize the conception of

human needs, that God's people are at ease in

Zion, bescause they have not stopped to think how

needy mankind is. We are content with the ardinary
routine of church life, and we do not realize what it
means in this world and the next, to be without God.
#hat a hungary, helpless thing it is, The Soul of man,
from the % to the grave, struggling for mival.

A11 of this world would leave us unsatisfied, " hetual
presence, and power and the work of sin in the souls of

ae

man in this world is tremendous. It will take more than

2 theory. It is an actual living, present, working fact
of Jesus Christ.in the hearts of men. Less'than five

blocks of this church, there are those without hope, and
some_hearts will be turned into ashes of despair and will
be destreyed,

are hon unhappy , where

sj._n__ia, there are people who are torn of thunder, there

are those who have sinned like the prodigal son, and have
been robbed of happy home life, as David and Absalom,_ .

8in has divided. It has divided churches, Until he comas
S —— —

to understand the fundamentals concerning man's condition,
the actual presence of sin, of seeing the sinner's needs in

-
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ature and through tracts, and through benevolent means,
Aiding all, who are helping in the spread of the gospel,

5 1
IV, Discoviu’yiq

When we think about all that we have said before

of Thals mlans, WM
decided %o go, and 1t was & fruitless migaion, bub now

we come %Yo one of WW' He came
to speak to them. And as approaches them, Jesus simply

said, "-Bﬂ s have you caught anything to eat with brem)

You do not have any meat or fish do you?" And what did
;_.—.3
they answer, they answered, "Ko,"

l"ol.lkowing this he said to them, 10!

the right side of the ship and you will find scite." So
they cast their nets and they were unable to haul it in

for such alig\oaﬁp, or mass, or quantig_x i'f_ fish was
in it. The disciples discovered in verse 7, that this

V4

humanity? Who can know and have this motive and

balk a% no difficulty? It is the love of our Lord that
urges uson. There is no obstacle that ah@d atop

us from fishing for men.

We know that meny times on WWOI

ge, on that sea 600 fegt below

sea level, the warm air from its surface rises quickly.
———— e Ty }
Cold air from the snow covered heights of Mount Herman,

which overshadows the lake, is funneled down the NArT oW
gullies. The effect on the water is s:l.milar to the
results of blowing on a bni:n of nter. In an 1ncred1b],y

short tine, the rough sea is prg_ihwod,. and in the same
length of time peace is restored again, We remember how
Jesus calmed that sea, with jﬁst a word, And He has

challenged us to be fishers of men, and we mst take life's
noblest risk and go, because faith is ﬁe evidence of
1 WO !

things not seen,

When Jesus says, T will mke you fishetra of men."

it calls to our mind f t.he outline of a fish

‘——'——-—‘——,

When we think how we read midisval Ghr:uti when

Christians used the fish as the aigx_t totr reoognizing one

ano_t_tlgr, that they would draw the picture of & f:lah. In




7%

those days of persecution, when a Christian wanted to

know if the one whom he met was a Christian, he would

trace with a reed or with his finger the outline of a

fish, they tell us, If the other NCW
and snswered back by tracing on the ground a similar

outline, both were known to be Christians, and they
might speak of Christ with safety,

For those who fish for men this emblem has somewhat
similar meaning today, I-preased upon tho hearts of men,
we too are Christians » Wwe follow the Lmb, and we seok
those who are unsaved, in trying to bring them to Christ.
WWe have that same acr:l.pturo » "And He said unto they 'Follow
me, and I will mloo you fishers of nan." _ Vatthew lul9

We have [ 8 _ fishermen, "l;hrow out t}‘;e lifelg
acw,m. ds a brother whom somecne

should save, somebody's hrotm, oh who uill dare to

throw out the  lifeline in Ecril to shar e. Throw out the
lifeline » throw out the life].ine > louneone is drj.ttig

away, Throw out the life 1_.1£ A thro' out the lifeline,

someone is sinld.ng t&&( Wie have a mission, a message,

4 covenant, and we should know that a fishing band is

N

. - d to fish
an important group, We have a great field to fis
&~ and to work in, Far we are to seek the lost, it

should never be forgotten that the service which we are

fishing for in the first place is to fish to win men to
Christ, We must spend days, and seasons in prayer and
private devotion at some regular time each week, we
should visit one or more persons who are lest in an
effort to win them %o surrender themselves definitely °
to Christ the Saviour. e must be gentle and oonsutﬂlr.,

when possible to do so. Have an appointment with those

you visit, and understanding that you come %o talk about

b ecoming Christians. Such husimess-witTH5t be

offensive, We must be tactful as one who is fishing for
e )
fish, the soul winner is engaged in the most important

business on earth, and it is under the pogitive orders
of Jesus Christ, There is great encouragemsnt ‘that
needs to be given by those who are fishing for men,

We must visit those who are here regular in their
7
attendance, in the services, in the meebings and in the
organizations which we are in charge of, e must also
N i

reach out to the aiok and to the neeg and there must
be the giving out of the message through religious 1iter-
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was Jesus,

Someone aaiﬂ "It is the Lord.") They were witnessing

in those words that what we mean in the spiritual realm,
Here was Josus, standigg by the lakeside, a M__
.of eternal life to be their experience. FHere was the
Cl;riat who had called them to join Him, Here was the

one ’who had choasn them. So at all times Christians

foel that Christ is drawing us, and they said, "It is the

B T —————

Lord." There is no faith in all the world that we need
—— < '

to explain as this faith., This is the answer to the
needs of our hearts, -1 have.onhly:been trying to say,

that th our day are in humanity's

gourse, able to resolve themselves, then I have been
—— . \ .

mistaken. We are confronted today, on every hand with

’% mangled lives, aa%_t_rus’a'ated terms of
living all around this world, Ve see misery, famine and
battle apd murder and sudden death.‘ It is time for us
to say and recognize as these disciples had gone fishing,
R T ———— T i e s
this is the Lord here. B8howing himself and able to take

care of us, He came in his bodily presence., We recognized

the fact that He showed Himself in the morning following



a fruifless, all night toil, We will remember that

(t Jesus showsd Himself *o his diseiples iﬁ_wes 3

in worship, and upon the Lord! He always worshippéd
but now He comes to show Himself to these sgven gscigha.

It is good for the ‘disciples and Jesus to meet together,

not only for solemn religious meetings and assembliss,
but also for work it increases their affection and their
testimony. And gives encouragement among the group,
Here these seven were together fishing and Jesus coues

to them in the momig‘i and he shows himself to them

gradually, when they were not eacp;c‘tad' %o see him. He
calls to them, and He says, "My children; have you caught
any_fish, have.you landed any yetz" last, "Have you any

moat, have you caught anmy fish?" The question is very
kind and we know thsif/Jesus

oks into cottages, and
into of" the E_Q;'r. and He' discovers whether or not
their is meat. And oh,’if they in tura would look
unto Him, then what & difference it would make.

He shows Himself to them by an instance of His power,
In versa'((/:l.;,) He orders them to/ cast on the other side of

- - _—

the ship, On the eontrary side to which they had
—=F who
been casting, and then they were to go home empty-handed

were enriched,

The orders Christ gave them, and the promise they
followed to the letter, Their obedience of these orders
and the good success of it, revealed to them that this is
the Lord standing there,

There is nothing lost by observing Christ's orders . :
Now the cateh of fish may be considered a miricle in itself,
designed to prove that Christ has been raised from the

mg.. W%m*"

2« Telly arpenl greoa -
2 e Jeor Crrrido Dk -

How did the disciples receive this discovery, which
Jesus made to Himself? Theyﬁnro guick, and at first

they said, "It is the Lord," Peter was most ’

because he wrapped his fishing coat about him and
plunged into the water and made his way to the shore,
And here Jesus entertained them with a provision
of broiled fish and bread, and with His blessed presence,
!



