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"WIHE FIPST MISSIONARY JOURNEY COMPLETED"

Acts 14

INTRODUCTION:

We began the W journey in Chap@ in which the

as and Saul, for the work. They were

church was instructed to

set apart by the church. They sa led to and there was great success

as they traveled the length of the i{sland. And At Paphos they had an encounter

with the governor and a M And Paul moved on from that peint and went

up into Perga. And vhen he came to Antioch in Pisidia, V. 14 - he stood up in
et S 7

the synagogue and preached a memorable 4§ Ue recounted the hi/s_tory of

Israel and then in V. 23, he unfolded the promise that the Sa}iour and the Messiah
would come. And then he talked about the way that Jesus was treated - at the
hands of Pilate's death, how he was raised from the dead. He had something to say
about Psalm 16, to them. As a result of the beginning of this missionary journey,
we saw that some of the early r_e_sgu;é.— the last part of that chapter, some people
gladly heard the word of Cod. Were interested in hearing more. And of course,
there were others who came and stirred up strife against him, And they were
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ew from the coast. And they had to move on and shake thew_ggm“_,the/,}r

feet. And theycame to M Mﬁlﬂ, 2 2‘)27’6%"4“% Pund-cis- .
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This is where we begin f oletion of the first W—%
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missionary journey. We will see in Chapte aul and Barnabas ministering in
/>TIcon , Lystga and Derbe. In two of these cities they
met with vigous and vicynt opposition. It is very impo/rtant for us to see how
they handled this. Because it is very likely that in your day, many of you and

of us, may face the same kind of g:pnditions. VioEMQs,;L(sion. And it is very

thrilling to see how they handled this.




'D_‘_‘_h.ead in the Biblical Recorder, Dew wrote an
article on m oricoaﬂict. And he talked about how Wm

i

ﬂen p;Wﬂ. And he suggests ways to achdeve and maintain church
harmony, when differences arise. And he said OM may never fully

be resolved. They mav com foref t and changes may bring stress. He
L% 3

suggests that g_eople need a chance to tal Ic through their important problems. And

pray for each other. And to do so in the spirit of love and fellowship. Ile said

that people need to know each other and take a situation and come to an understanding.

"‘(fﬁ-é\- thing T noticed that he said was very helpful. No_individual should come to

e

a problem thinking that he has the @w}‘ To[mgpqlva all that is involved.

I think this is very vital and very important. And this is the thing Fhatand

his fellow laborers had to cope with, and face. These traveling preachers are going
e ———

from onw%ﬂw. And these settlements were wide spread. And

some of these settlements had never had any reggl,a; pastors, or full-—tiqe_e,phurches.

And they came in to stay awhile and to preach the Gospel. And win the lost. And

then some kind of work would begin. And be organized.

There are about @ghat 1 CMS chapter. Now I think this is

very helpful - if you will follow this. This is something that I arranged myself
|
L

in this chapter. Yow j'rou might want to do it apother way. You might think of

organizing it and the thggghts in some other direction. But follow along with me.

First, there was iiendiniw V. 1-7. Dividing. Splitting.

T ——
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Second, there was@ V. 8-20, Adoration. Honor.

I

Third, {ie—visitinﬁ\ - V. 21-26,

Fourth, Trepor L v, 27-28.

e
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Keep these 2 - rendin -enci -
p @‘- ending, reverencing, re-visiting, and repggssng in

mind. Now that will tie the mental things together.

S i s bl «

By this, we come = V And it came to pass in ‘ﬁaﬁiuml that they went to

the @ To the Jews, and they spoke to a great multitude. And
also the Creeks - believed. llere was EW.

A stro ¢ 7s. And they went there first. And they had the opportunity

to speak. And it hi to ,anPEEﬁks' IE jolﬁgd them. We'd say it made

them sit up and take notice. Immediately great crowds believed.
Hiosda’y :

Mow the religious people had long met and gatlle_%ed - going over the truth

about Cod. A great deal of truth was available to them. But somehow theirdﬁ;_rg&

B aiihade

e e

had remainedfgmpfﬁ. These two missionaries declared the grace of God. And they

believed and it made a tremendous..change. ‘And this change came immediately as they

preached - boldly, they preached the word of his grace. And some believed.

@ There was Eﬁaosiiion_'uthat was aragsed. This is the

dividing, the bﬁsiﬁgng apart. The teiiégg apart. The rﬁﬁiﬁye that took place. The

Creeks divided. Some of them stood with the missionaries.
Some of them stood with the-Jews.

Wherever these men went, they brought diiggumging, div orces. The men

were cast into two opposite camps. The Cospel will not compromise. Therefore, they

found themselves divided.

And thp the Centiles and W‘r minds, against the

hrethren. The Gentiles - trying to learn the truth about God. And there were certain
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Jews that were unbelieving. The word is unpersuadable. They do not only dishelieve

the Gospel - but they would not give it a t_:‘hg%ge, or even consider it. They stirred

up - they poisoned the minds of the brethren.

Just how they did this, we are not told. We do not know.

But it was w;:_s_:!._g_i,@p. M exactly how the enemy. ia_l-%g‘ing to

strike. We are not ignorant of all his devices. Ve know what the schemes of the

Devil uses against us.

of tricks. TFrom which he can operate.

And on any given occasion, there is an el se in the Devil's work.

And here is a clear case of it.

You 1eW And I'%ee there will be

an element of surprise - the DeWp in and something will be all wrong

about something that was alright.

These men were not met with the outright kind of opposition. But it was sort

of a f_gyyle, whij)ﬁr/ed- deceitful poisonous propaganda thrown against them.

E_a Luke poes on with the brevity of the details and he says they preached

the word of his grace.

@ But he said the MEHGe was dividedl And there was the rendering.

They wer% pulled apart, in this w;dgd% They preached with warmth and they
put the issues right to the hearers - and there was something as they talked about

the matter of salvation that was convincing.
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We need that kind of preachinﬁ tgdav, that these men were doing. Illere is

%in— hwwhom you mygtmsiiage someday. You are not ready now. A
Manw He offers vou salvation, a rich free

d. ém.andw-ll .

Now that faces every man today. As usual, when the| -

paeen= T

o

and the Church) began to get together and move - ;si"ii';a"w stirred up troublg. The
Jews said things which made many of thei’ﬁéggfgs\.tum _against.many.of.the. missionaries.

And the missionaries had given them many opportunities to serve and to speak. But when
things are going fine - Satan stirs up trouble. And so on one side he puts a sinner
and on the other side a saint. And the Jews begin to say things that made some of

the Gentiles turn - and the whole city was divided. It was rend apart. This was

\ Here is Mt. She inwband to come to church
7

"\

with her - but he refuses. They liw“;hgr for vears - but there is a rending.
é =7

There 1s 2 Lgshgp - There is a stml that refuses. (ghiseddaime with

Chx:j;st - and the other is living agé}nst Christ.

Here is a%who has many friends. He ismd. Now his other

friopdSupineminigey> - they will have nothing to do with him. Christ has divided

them. There is a rending apart.

Here is{woman )who accepts g%ist but her husband makes it hard for her.
- .- f

Then she says, I want-peaece in my family. And (shez gives up Christ and her church.

She stawe—at home with him. She goes to the places of the world with him on
Sunday. Her religion means nothing to her and she has no influences over her

hushand.

"hstsmbuisweiiy tells of a ’m' o came to his church in Dallas.
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And who W to Christ. THowever, the young man would not come

for baﬁtismi_ He felt that this would be the owith his family. One day

he came and he said, preacher, I _am readi for the.baptism. I will go all the way

with Christ but it will cost me my family. But I must follow Christ. Ri%

they are having a 1igtlc fuBakilesciihts for me at my house. Counbdi e Sieig Ry
W to lose them, but T_must follow Christ whatever the cost.

e T T

Yes, CW The eternal divider, puts theW and the

LG

w the other. That is the story over and over again. You remember that

The rich man wanted Lazarus to leave Heaven

But

Abraham said there is a gre etween HeawWhen you go to

one place - you cannot get gfer to the other place.

AN S ety

R. Scarborol\\tells of preaching on that subject one night. How that

there is aflgulf fixedl. An M the congregation with his wife, who was

AR

a Christian, dw He did not speak a word. That night they
went to bed. But the rancher could not@#sleep. At 1w, and at 2ggielesles-

the wife said to her husband - what is the matter. He replied wife, we have heen

1Ws - we have been very happy. And I don't want to be
seWrom vou. The preacher said there was a ﬁreai Eulf out zonderr_in eternity

- is it true.

Y&,@aid - IM to you out of the A ShMand

shm from the Bible. Oh wife, he said, I want to get on your side of

e

the gulf. Wand prayed together and he ggye his heart to Christ. The next

e

day he came and mgde a nEQEGSSion andﬁwith the church. He said, bless God,

‘ am on my wife's side of the g»
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SWome of you people who are listening to me will 1ew

or your store, or your s'hoB fozt tht(z(ast time. Some of you housewives will cleﬂ -
your house for the 1ast time. hwill W,me,al You will wash the last

B T

LT TN

ddsigw You will 1W? for the last time. It is going to creep up on you

and soon your loved ones will stand by your bedside and they will say is 2o
Or she is gone. Someone will make funeral aiwem{xﬁtws for your body, to be carried

to a funeral parlor, and then you'll be carried to_the cgretery. The preacher will

read the lines of committing this body to the grave to await the regurrecties morning.

u}/ AT I
Wy%Will you be on? Wouldn't it be

wise for you to get on Christ's side - to forgive your sins. And leave your sins

behind.

Now in the closing part of V,.5 - they begin to talk about stoning Paul. V. 6 and

@g}r moved on tW In another region - that was not too far

away.

REVERENCING -

So in the last city - things vere divided. And the rending took place.

“—  Now we come to a new city —@ 5 1
\ ,

with a strange incident. A certain(ma

ey are coﬂ{ronted immediately

. \
in his feet from birth. Who had

never walked.

Now the thing about it - when the missionaries came to thisf’town, they_ww

2 i i e 5 ey
say let's W, or let's get the chw report on the

city's population. And they didn't divide the city up in squares in the evangelistic

or systematic way. They had no plans other than to det them to do.
= _— '_.‘_._n—mm
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So they walked right into the Wand they proclaimed the Gospel

and Cod began the work in an amazing way - for there was a g from/birth
who had never walked+- And evidently this man was well known through the city.
e

And the man lw Paul preach. And there was power in his preaching.

Ve are going to see a miracle here. Here is a man who has been helpless all of

his life.

@Ye wand he took in the preaching. And Paul had a feeling that

this man had faith that he was going to be healed of God.

@ And Paul said in a loud voice - stand upright—=on-thy-feet. And he_galled.
GRS s e 2
The man stood. The lojdmediiaiSeCORRleLRSathC Qb He had never walked in his life.

Ile had made the effort. And the key was obedience.

Did you know the W Tt doesn't make any

difference whether the problem is PMWEL You are going to be held

in it's bondage until youM word of Gad. When you make the effort

to obey - God will set you free.

.

But. i That is the way faith works, Most

people are ;@from seeing Cod at xork in their lives because they keep waiting

for God to do sog&g"ﬁhj_.ng in order for them to believe. But God has already done all

he is going to do. And@ you believe, he gives you that power.

“1@ Is the matter of reverencing;mio ey Akl & PREOING EEApECE

and a false interpretation of the miracle that had happened.

The mighty parable of this is that many people who have been spiritually

e e P15 S I T TS S NS S 20 e B

i},a._ll@’ until they take the first step toward God. And this miracle cragked t_h!?-_.c__i}iy
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wide open.
——ea
I want vou to see what immediately took place here. Paul and Barnabas,

the missionaries in the midst.

——
- \

Wwas in their presence could only be done by one

o7 bisaSoin,
{ \
'{ @ They called WJ And Pa@ Every extraordinary

work of nature was worshipped by those gig,aas. Their deity had assumed human

form.

So here was Jupiter Barnabas and here is Mercury, the messenger of Gods.

Q! E\wsﬂere coming down the streets with _oxen and garlands
- P oo Y
e —— e
azgumdshigehorns. And they were coing on their way to saemisfige with the people.

There was such reverence for the missionaries.

The w Wwithout wasting a moment, the Devil managed to pervert
the situation that these people would not hear the word. They u‘isted and distorted
the people's idea of God. Why, the wn to live with us., The Greek
name they gave - Jermes, the Roman names were Jupiter and Mercury. Perhaps because

Gammminitng o o lapgehsaniend lockmissignilied they called hin.
&s s , they called him lgmesmnm. He wam@gﬁﬁquor the Gods. What a

Or because

o

suttle attack. They welcomed them as the Gods - V. 13,

h Navy, on the

And his men
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0f the landing, and how they attended them. And then one day they were about to

launch their boats and return to their ship. A ngtive SboeiiaSeSRelst with M

e

for some reason, rwhi of him. TForgetting that he was supposedly a God. And

he syiigmatmiin and kw down. The naWim on the h%wlub.

. 2 3 .
And the Captain/ ﬁEo_ar_l_ec.Iv'“and when the natives heard this - one of them crrled out, he

groans, he isw. And they fell on him and kildad.Rim.
-

You can see a memorial at the sight today.

%these misw had a perfect OPWM‘

on their own terms. That is, flattery - if they had thought about popularity.

The wiggpon of the D$ which he employs most successfully. You know how people
nWm the ch. It is the SW

7 to reach people who are nat interested in the Gospel

If you want to

and who _know nothihg of the ‘%criptﬁre, whc:\ have not ‘been to_ehurch, then you have

‘:v

-
to take the approach that Paul did here. About nature*:_"; When he went to the Jews

—

he started with the Scriptures because they already knew them.

N But in 2_@ - Paul begins to show that behind creation, there is a living
Cod. UHe divides these pagans and i1dols. They had gc&g of water, tie_afs, rocks,
speech, sex, life. All sorts of-Geds. He tells them they haven't really seen the
living God - the one God., They were interested in the God of_‘yin., theﬂs;;_q_, and

the seed-time.

and a group were discussing

\ It is said that sailing on the W

God. Some in the g

silent. And at the end of the talk, ' galiand and pointed at tg{ sea Fmd
. T

ogether. WNapoleon had been
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Sometimes we would do well to lowm_am_mmhm.sﬁg who

made all of this. And Paul said, do not think we are just men. T want to talk

gna— '_J—'ﬂﬁ_"—'“"&.,*
to you about a \l:l.vzl.né Godz a universal creator. And he is constantly at work in

the universe.

e —

He points out that men have choice. That God is responsible

This is the problem of evil among men. Which is constant. VWhy does
he allc:wr 'vil, 1njustice, and war. There are people today who say, why doesn't
1 of the war., Well, he could. But if he did - he would take away your

@' reedom of choicé. You have a @between two_possible routes. God has given
— v

us that very pover.

- ,4'_- f"'_r& ?
)/ - Mi:w L
\ '" ‘
e says <,God A not aliw evil to Eg iga iﬁ And he said that in

L‘_— as he ﬁéi@about restraint, he says surely evil may be tied if it was

unrestrained - the whole universe would be destroyed. God has restrained it and

he has given rain and fruit., This is the work of Christianity - it restrains

people from evil. What a grand thing Christianity is. What on earth is comparable

to it.

\/“ " S i Some of the ones that followed Paul to this city and told

all kind of ta%? about them - intihad hagﬁenid. And |draﬁﬁiqnhem oHi of the city,

supposing that he was dead.

This time themon his Qliehedddbley iolencdl) And he condoned

the stoning of the person who would be his helper and benefactor.

WCM— but with shaWhat cut his body,

bruised him, crushed him. And they dragged him outside the city gates and threw him

on the rubbish heap. Perhaps this is what Paul wrote about in Gal. 6:17.
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hen he received those marks on his _body - he wrote about. I bear on my body
the marks of Jesus.

Py

@ You take a M at this. TLook how these people changed. @

they were willing to fWéaul as a “i.) And the naﬂ they
are reW} Such is the power of ;q&g bearing and gossip.

A man_was going about doing Eood work. And here is a'éiclt:p \that began to talk

about him everywhere, and they passed the tale around, and it gets larger. Did vou

know this is one of the @faults of Christians today. And the Devil is behind

, som@g v said, he was a geag gea o he was zealous. If he
had just W 1 he had just boglaudeRShiRES t° These PeoPle,

then he w b . P i his feet.
en he would spwkf alive eople stir a little and they groaned at his fee

And{what! is so interesting here.

20. Perhaps they were talking about call

@Paul i and says, hold the undertaker. You are not going to
ks, up. ; hold the
bury Paul yet. An Was he dgad. The Scripture says, sw

him to be dead. And they dragged him out of the city.

Well, Mhad med:LCﬁL interests. And Paul - Luke was

gsatisfied had not died but was near death., And somehow God restored him. And

the , he went on his way tom.
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' —— ﬂh RE-VISITING - V. 21-26

\‘ 2 \ What a tremendous evidence occurs — V. 21. They had m im on
\
AgLiggh: Pisidia, and tm fn Ieg and €onednin in Lystra, But

when God raised Paul up, he goes IW the same city to strengthen the
- 4
disciples. There are always some who will believe and there are always some who

will follow the Deyil. That kind of courage comes only by trust in the living

Cod. Tt is the Qﬁf;'_t«vaz";.that the preaching of the Gospel can keep gg%ng. The
confidence that God is going with them. It was esse i life of ; h,

That he gathered the disciples and ministered to them.

It is going on to be what Goi intendeg you to be in Christ. That is what is

involved.

(Paul)could have crossed the mountain range and been back home within a short

time. But he decided not to take the easy way.

p
<We stopped by to goniirmthesenthrisiions - reasatablishyor better to

give further support. It was the confirmation of his own Gospel. He saw its power

and how it was growing, and it convinced him of his value. He W
in_the.faith. He instructed them in their Christian duty, and their faith. They

had just emerged from heathenism,

You don't put neg hommeetibeios, in an w_x. You don't put new born members

in the kingdom of God out in the _cold. You give them duHLS, responsibility, and
———

ew them and encourase them., You pray for them. You never discourage them,

he W He Wm. He helped them to continue in

e faith. And this was done by an @ through his eXamplé, I think he went back
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to the 0l1d Testament record, and men of Cod lived by faith, and how God blessed them

in the long ago. MHe says, look about in your city. There are idols everywhere.

2

't)%, .ﬂ’l Ch_e/s_a_,_ma_a}_ig__— idols of ]’t, idols of? idols of ev?omen, idols ofwng

/i%tion. These idols are all over the city. And Paul stressed that the
victory would be Chere’s.  Aad “1%@_@%

They needed some leaders - some preachers and teachers. And so he organized them
S———
in a special way. And every church prepared in fasting. And finally, they prayed

and committed the people to the Lord.

These

es, he gathered ﬁﬁe church. He rWll that God

had done. Ue told of the open doors. And they stayed in the church and talked

of the missionary thrills of that first journey.

\ @ the account of a great miW. And it had penetrating

. povwers And it is so today. I think this is what has a part in our Eogeigm Mission

7:/ Nffering every year. It is an W They saw the stars of Paul. They

=,

ff;g:;i'ua‘*iﬁhe marvelous stori-ii of the people who had cw‘t. They heard Paul

talk - how he went into the city. And he never run away from his task, No matter

how Ehoi w imiah

gave this advice - alygiss in M. Paul was never

braver. They tried to murder him. But he kept on preaching with the honesty that

he had in Jesus Christ.
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John Wesley put it < Eaiman ever went iﬁ iliixin aloae. HE‘M

frmor made t'nem And that was the thing that Paul and Barnabas tried to

do.

This is the right idea of Christian service. TNot for an honor or a prestige.

But from the conviction that we are tools in the hands of God.

I think the

ed. a Waﬂd said - here are
t. We have ieard Wiiiﬁﬁi Ehiﬁﬁs of their work. They

will be here én Eerson Zand they will tell us. And I think every church member

these missiopari

wanted to be present to hear that. That must have been a wonderful meeting — when

the spirit said - separate us Paul and RBarnabas.

It also must have been a thrilling meeting when Pa and Barnabas came back.

What did they talk about @ did they tell the church.

w perhaps made a sMand perhaps left most of the story for

Pa/u]._ He told what the Lord had done for them. He rehearsed all the events. He

s,
thanked the church for er, and money to carry om.

Let me tell you]gmor three thing;--—
w the missionaiiliﬁterﬁrisi is riﬁht.

organization in our church is right. It is

T would say that every missionary

air but it is an

enterprise and it is right. The missionary enterprise Wyers. Every

true missionary desires the prayers of the church.

The missionary enm @ﬂ\ey gathered the

church together. ‘ or a half dozen, or a handful of officers.

e
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enterprise has istory worth relating)\ The missionaries

>/ ; m the missiona

w Ehe things that G%one. And the history is mo
the tthhe Gospel.

— dasgtp e sisstnass eerseie ot ibeisascignaties) ussse

it all to the sucfess.af God. God opened the doors to the G les.
~,

——
Wﬁrt 1 think Paul must have said to the church&
nW - anywheii for Jesus. ?)The first missionary journey had been

com&g};ed

interesting than

Now what do you do today. You say, I work six days a week. And on Sunday, I
might send a little money to church. Or you might say, well, so and so is not very

cordial to me so I'1l quit church. Or somebody left my name out of a program once,

so I'1l be in a huff about that. Or, I don't like the Pastor. Or I don't think
much of the Deacons. Or I don't like the choir. So I am going to stay home. I am

not going to darken the door of the church again.

Let me tell you something. Your life is not made up of service. But of
cxeuses o And all that you will have to place at the feet of Jesus will be a bundle

of excuses. There will be no sheeves when you get to Heaven.

dld a story about a e iad his wife, on a farm i@

The Wn wasspiritual = god fearing. The mgn wouldn't go to church. It was

N

C@' ma whether Jesus came in the flesh - he wasn't interested.
ﬂ.—wm _
Or a little baby in amin W_ﬂgg,,_(_;b_ﬁ;iﬁggx;_as Eve. The M,

Christmas ent off to church, She backed the car out and went to town.

——

;i beﬁan ti“w Her husband sat by the @reading a newspaper. The
c0untrysideQ'as engulfed in snow. It was so heavy that a floih a“gadian snow /
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geese.Wot caught in the w Their w%r and they were

looking for some place_to rest. And this little farm house was a place where they
S e

came down. The light from the window reflegttfed from the window to the snow and
e b =

. The man heard the fl&fl% flump. And the man went outside

to look and he saw the flock of geese. Thex hiﬂ iti'unneg themselves and were lying

in the snow £lopping around sem%—conscious. Feing a human person

save them. He got his bmn, went out to the barni opened the door and turned

the E_g_lzg on. Gathered some straw, they wouldn't follow. He put som out -

e,

some food - but they wouldn't go™into the barn. He started tmr pick one

I am trying to

up - but he couldn't do it. He

save you - I want to h__P you. lm he began to think about that thing.

He said, the only way that I could let them know tha T wasn't going to harm them

was to be able to speak their langyage. If I could just tell them. And about that

time the(f;ﬁii ahrase of the Wiiistmas hw
came and he Jistened to that. And hg.gsewssssabout th

he has been |{

Little Town Of Bethlehem
. - -
And how

him. And the man

fell on his kaees -right in the snow, and prayed God forgiv:a me for ever doubting.

God had come in the flesh. So you've got to believe that Cod came in Jesus Christ.

And this was the thing thatm



